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Giving new graduates 
a head start
T his months Vantage Point fo­

cuses on a recent graduate 
who is making a name for 

aerself in the library profession. Eliza­
beth Walkley was recently appointed 
is a trainee librarian at the Flinders 
Jniversity Library under a new 
scheme for recent graduates without 
experience, but with potential.

As one of the first trainee librar- 
ans to be employed by the library 
Elizabeth feels that she has been 
*iven a great opportunity. In a com­
petitive job market, with little room 
:or those w ith minimal experience 
:he hardest part of career building is 
getting that first foot in the door. By 
deliberately making room for recent 
graduates, the Flinders University Li­
brary has offered Elizabeth, as a new 
ibrarian, a valuable start to her ca­
reer. The trainee scheme acknowl­
edges her lack o f ‘hands on ’ 
experience and aims to rectify it by 
exposing her to the many facets of 
icademic librarianship over a three 
year period.

Elizabeth began her traineeship 
as a cataloguer in June 1994. Cata­
loguing, for good reason, has long 
been the starting po in t for many 
new librarians. Elizabeth is gaining a 
solid understanding o f Dewey, 
Moys and LCSH as well as the idi­
osyncrasies o f cataloguing at 
Flinders. ‘I believe the skills I’m 
learning now will hold me in good 
stead for my career in librarianship’ 
said Elizabeth.

From a trainees perspective, the 
program has not only given her a job 
bu t a chance to form ulate better 
ideas about where she wants to head 
professionally.

As a trainee, Elizabeth is still 
learning every day, bu t w ith the 
added satisfaction o f knowing that 
she contributes to the functioning of 
the Flinders University Library. 
Elizabeth sums it up by saying, ‘It’s 
exciting to be doing something use­
ful, especially if it’s cataloguing that

first book or actually answering a 
reference query w ithout help.’

I f  you know any young achievers 
that you believe should be profiled in  
in C ite , please co n ta c t Carolyn  
Cherrett a t the N ational Office, tel­
ephone (06) 2 8 5  1877, or fa x
(06) 2 8 2  2249.
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THEY’RE EFFECTIVE...
The MicroTag Security Systems have a documented record of 
reducing book losses by an average of 80-90% by offering the 
latest in radio frequency and electromagnetic technologies.

THEY’RE SIMPLE...
By far the most trim, least complicated of all existing systems to 
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is quick, 
easy and very economical.

THEY’RE RELIABLE...
No embarrassment due to false alarms. An alarm means an 
attempted book theft. Excellent detection.

THEY’RE INEXPENSIVE...
We market these systems to be within the budget of every 
library or media centre.

Phone MicroTag now for an obligation free quote:

Melbourne (03) 525 2757 Canberra (06) 2816940
Sydney (02) 398 9088 Brisbane (07) 376 5124
Perth (09) 276 4056 Adelaide (08) 270 1553

For all other areas phone I -800 339 473 (freecall)

MicroTag
Security Systems (Aust) Pty. Ltd.


