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L ib ra ria n s  a n d  th e  p u b lic  in te re st  
c o m m u n ity  s im p ly  c a n n o t  a ffo rd  

to  sit b a c k  a n d  let th e  in fo rm a tio n  
in fra s tru c tu re  d e b a te  be f ra m e d  

b y  sp e c ia l  in te rests  w h o se  p ro fits  
d e p e n d  on  th e  p ro life ra tio n  o f  

e n te r ta in m e n t  a n d  h o m e  
shopp in g .V irg in ia  W alsh

Executive director

M ay has been a busy month 
for your Association. The 
inaugural meetings of the 

Information Technology Committee 
and the ALIA Publishing Policy 
Committees took place. The Federal 
Government released its budget. Im­
portant government announcements 
were made about the development of 
com munity information networks. 
Library Week was celebrated 
throughout the country. The Librar­
ies W orking Group of the Cultural 
Ministers’ Council met in Mel­
bourne.

My column this month contains a 
grab-bag of information about some 
of these issues. Some, such as Library 
Week, will have to wait for the next 
issue when we have received reports 
from around the country. But, if ad­
vance publicity is any guide, many 
Branches, regional groups and indi­
vidual libraries have embraced the 
theme of Destination information with 
great initiative and enthusiasm and 
the reports should make interesting 
reading.

C ym bals for cyb rarian s!
It is often depressing to read in our 
daily newspapers o f the apparent 
stranglehold that com puter techni­
cians have over the development of 
the cliched ‘information superhigh­
way’. This is especially the case when 
we know of the pioneering work that 
is being done in libraries throughout 
the country on important aspects of 
the delivery and management of digi­
tised information. It was therefore 
pleasing to see recent publicity for 
special librarians who are providing 
valuable, if not critical, services for 
their employers through the manage­
ment of information systems. Two 
years ago at the ALIA Asia Pacific 
Specials, Health and Law Librarians 
Conference at the Gold Coast we 
heard a great deal about the work that 
special librarians were doing in legal, 
accounting, mining, government and 
other organisations to ensure that 
their employers had the competitive

advantage that accurate and timely in­
formation brings. ALIA’s Special Li­
braries Section has a range of projects 
underway which seek to promote the 
role o f its members and which also in­
corporate specific professional devel­
opm ent objectives for special 
librarians. The program being devel­
oped for this year’s August Confer­
ence, Synergy in Sydney, will further 
demonstrate the important role that 
librarians play in cyberspace.

Coalitions for public 
access
‘Too often, the information market­
place is considered the sole domain of 
the industries building the informa­
tion infrastructure. Librarians and the 
public interest com m unity simply 
cannot afford to sit back and let the 
information infrastructure debate be 
framed by special interests whose 
profits depend on the proliferation of 
entertainment and home shopping.’ 
So said Nancy Kranich, Associate 
Dean of Libraries at New York Uni­
versity, speaking at last year’s Cana­
dian Library Association Conference 
on the topic ‘Forging Coalitions for 
Public Access’. Indeed, the issues 
raised by Ms Kranich are the subject 
o f concerted lobbying efforts by li­
brary associations around the world.

The establishment of effective and 
influential coalitions is an integral task 
in pursuing the goal o f ea^iity of ac­
cess to information in the emerging 
high technology information environ­
ment. To this end ALIA has been 
busy forging relationships with other 
library associations, com munity or­
ganisations, other national associa­
tions and with government. Regular 
readers o f inCite will recall that fol­
lowing our meeting with the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Brian Howe, last 
year, a number of government initia­
tives were announced. These em­
braced policy statements supporting 
the role of public libraries in provid­
ing access to online information and 
the establishment of ministerial and 
departmental committees to explore 
and respond to this goal.

The Local Governm ent 
connection
In his opening address to the confer­
ence of the Institute of Municipal 
Management, M r Howe announced 
the establishment o f a Committee 
composed of his Department of 
Housing and Regional Development, 
ALIA and the Australian Local Gov­
ernment Association. This Com m it­
tee met for the first time at ALIA 
House in Canberra on 22 March, its 
membership enhanced by the inclu­
sion of the Department of Com mu­
nication and the Arts. ALIA invited 
ACLIS Executive Officer, Gordon 
Bower, and the convenor of the 
Council of Australian Public Library 
Associations (CAPIA), Barb McLean, 
to join ALIA Vice President, Helen 
Tait (State Library of Victoria) and 
myself to represent the ‘library per­
spective'. The second meeting took 
place on 1 May.

The first task of the Committee is 
to clarify its objectives. One key focus 
arises from the Prime Minister’s com­
mitment, expressed in the policy 
statement Creative nation ‘to ensure 
the maximum public access to the in­
formation services becoming avail­
able ... In particular, the 1 400 public 
library service points throughout Aus­
tralia provide a major opportunity for 
linking communities to network serv­
ices, such as those available through 
the Internet.’

Com m unity information  
networks
The Federal Government is promot­
ing a number of community informa­
tion networks with the aim of 
disseminating government informa­
tion and establishing an exchange 
within groups with common inter­
ests. One such project is the Depart­
ment o f Social Security’s network 
which will provide free access to gov­
ernm ent and com m unity informa­
tion, communication facilities and 
services through 300 local access 
points in libraries and community or­
ganisations. Another is the recently 
announced Australian Education
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Network which is to be developed by 
the Departm ent of Employment, 
Education and Training. The Minis­
ter, Simon Crean, said recently that 
Tor the first time Australia will have a 
network which will link all schools, 
TAFEs and universities and other 
education and training providers 
across the nation, as well as interna­
tionally through a sendee network 
and modern technology for interac­
tive com m unication’. There are a 
number of other pilot projects based 
on the cooperative efforts of univer­
sity, state, school and local govern­
ment libraries. These include the 
H unter Com m unity Network and 
the ACT project both of which have 
been profiled in earlier editions of 
inCite. The challenge at this time for 
projects such as these is to secure the 
resources they require to continue to 
develop.

M odel developm ent 
Through committees 

such as that established 
by Brian Howe, work 
will continue on the de­
velopment o f models 
for com m unity net­
works. At its meeting 
on 1 May the Com m it­
tee was privileged to 
meet with Dr Veronica 
Lunn who had recently 
returned from a study tour to evalu­
ate community networks in Canada, 
the United States o f America and 
Great Britain. Veronica, Manager of 
Libraries, Information and Cultural 
Services at Lake Macquarie City in 
New South Wales, is, along with Bill 
Linklater (Newcastle University) and 
Chris Williams (Newcastle Public Li­
brary), managing the Hunter project. 
The Mainerd Scholarship which Ve­
ronica was awarded recently, allowed 
her the wonderful opportunity to 
study models overseas and she has 
brought back a wealth of information 
which will be of value to all parties in­
volved in establishing networks here 
in Australia.

ALIA's Federal electoral 
strategy —  The politics of 
politics!
Libertarianism was a powerful and in­
fluential social and political move­
ment in Sydney during the 1950s and 
1960s which enunciated principles of 
social anarchy and had as its slogan 
‘Whomever you vote for, a politician 
always gets in’. Conventional politics, 
to these Libertarians, represented a

form of il-liberalism where the plural­
istic nature of society was subsumed 
by the authoritarian interests o f the 
state, and they believed that the rep­
resentatives of special interest groups, 
purporting to solve the ills of society, 
serve to covertly advance authoritar­
ian interests.

For the cynical amongst us it re­
mains true that whomever we vote 
for, a politician always gets in. W hat 
we, in our Federal Electoral Strategy, 
are trying to ensure is that the politi­
cian who gets in is well briefed on the 
important role that libraries play in 
our society. So, while we continue to 
deal in the world of conventional 
politics that so upset the Sydney Lib­
ertarians, to ignore the power of our 
parliaments is akin to tossing the baby 
out with the bath water. We must 
play the game of gaining political in­
fluence and play it well.

It is im portant to remind our­
selves that we are not involved in par­

tisan politics. We are 
not supporting any po­
litical party or faction, 
but rather attem pting 
to ensure that support 
for our causes is care­
fully established and re­
mains capable of 
mobilisation should an 
issue arise which strikes 
at the heart of the li­

brary community’s interests.

A d vo cacy  sem inars  
One of the very important initiatives 
to emerge from the recent meeting of 
ALIA Branch Presidents in Canberra 
was to establish a seminar series which 
would be run in each major metro­
politan centre to familiarise members 
with the key aspects of the advocacy 
process. At this stage it is envisaged 
that the seminars would involve jour­
nalists with experience in local and 
federal politics, a marketing/advocacy 
specialist, members of the library 
community with lobbying experience 
and a representative of the ALIA N a­
tional Office. The aim is to ensure 
that as many members as possible are 
familiar with the tools o f successful 
lobbying and are comfortable with 
the Association’s Federal Electoral 
Strategy. The seminars will also pro­
vide members with valuable advice on 
the management of local lobbying ac­
tivities and tips on promoting indi­
vidual libraries and information 
services. Further details of this semi­
nar series will be published in inCite 
and available from Branch Councils.*

V irg in ia  W a lsh  a n d  V ero n ica  
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S E A R C H  T E C H
for

PICTORIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

single screen Digital Systems
(20,000 images per gigabyte)

or multi screen Video Disc Systems 

ON SITE IMAGE CAPTURE

Windows Compatible Display Programs and 
Integration of Image Display with 

your existing Library Management System
Search Tech Pty Limited 

6 John Tipping G rove, Penrith, NSW 2750.
Phone (047) 21 1613 Fax (047) 32 3439 ac n  003417374

For all your Library and 
Information Service needs....

•  Library staff placement
•  Information research
•  ABN training courses 
® Library Management

When quality and service count.

Adelaide Ph: (08) 361 2288
Melbourne Ph: (03)820 1371
Australia Wide Ph: 1800 800 799

What do 
Librarians in the 

private sector 
get paid?

You’ll find out in the first

L ibrary  and  Inform ation  
Salary Survey

The Survey analyses 10 Corporate 
Sectors in 3 States and tabulates 
salaries paid to staff from Library 
A ssistan ts to In fo rm a tio n  
Managers.

The L ibrary  and  In fo rm ation  
S a la ry  S u rv e y  gives you an 
objective basis for comparing and 
evaluating Library salaries in the 
private sector.

Price is $85 published by Library 
Locums P/L. For your copy call 
your nearest office of

Sydney (02) 699 1855
M elbourne (03) 315 351 1
Canberra (06) 290 1 047
Brisbane (07) 350 4043


