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Marion E Robertson 
1954-1995

T he sudden death o f 
M ario n  Robertson on 
30  Jan u ary  has been an

enorm ous loss to the w orld  of c h i l­
dren 's books and to the profession 
o f Iib ra r ia n sh ip , but desp ite  her 
ea rly  and untim ely  death M arion 's  
im pact on her chosen profession 
w ill rem ain .

M arion w as born in Port Fa iry  
in V ic to r ia  and co m p le ted  her 
ea rly  sch o o lin g  in Port Fa iry  and 
W arrn am b o o l. Ffer tertiary ed u ca­
tion w as undertaken  at the A u s­
tra lia n  N atio na l U n iv e rs ity  in 
C an b e rra  w h e re  in 1976  she 
graduated w ith  m ajo rs in English 
lite ra tu re  and p o lit ica l sc ie n c e . 
The fo llo w in g  year she com pleted 
her D ip lo m a  of Ed u ca tio n  from  
Syd ney Teach ers ' C o lleg e , gradu­
ating w ith  a double English m ajor.

It w as in 1978 that her ca reer 
in books com m enced —  a ca reer 
that w as to span the w h o le  spec­
trum  o f w o rk  w ith  ch ild re n  and 
young peop le and one that w as 
m arked  by m any ach ieve m en ts . 
M arion com m enced her ca reer as 
a lib ra ry  assistant at Parram atta 
C ity L ib rary  and the com p letion  of 
her G rad u ate  D ip lo m a in L ib ra ry  
S c ie n ce  at Kuring-gai C o lle g e  o f 
Advanced  Education launched her 
along the path of a num ber o f pro­
fessional ap po in tm ents w ith  
Parram atta C ity  L ib ra ry  o ver the 
next 16 years.

A lthough  M arion  had a w e ll 
developed and w e ll-ro un d ed  
cnowledge of the lib rary  and infor- 
n a tio n  profession g e n e ra lly , her 
greatest achievem ents w ere  in the 
ield of lib rary w ork w ith ch ild ren  
ind young ad u lts . At Parram atta 
City L ib rary  she held success ive ly  
n this fie ld  the positions of C h il­
dren's C ircu la tio n  L ib ra rian , Assist- 
int C h ild ren 's  L ib rarian , C h ild ren 's  
.ib rarian  and Youth Serv ices Coor- 
lin a to r and f in a lly , Sp ec ia l Serv- 
ces L ib ra rian , w h ich  inc luded  in 
ts broader portfo lio , responsib ility  
or ch ild re n 's  services.

Som e o f her m a jo r ach ieve - 
nents w h ils t  at Parram atta w e re  
he estab lish m en t o f the Te ll-a- 
"ale R ead ers Theatre  G ro u p  to 
irom ote ch ild re n 's  lite ratu re , her 
nnovative and v ib rant program of 
lutreach activ ities and her profes- 
ional invo lvem ent w ith  the estab- 
shm ent o f the young  adu lt 
e rv ice  w ith  the first fu ll-t im e

young adult lib ra rian  in N ew  
South W ales .

U n d e r M ario n 's  d irec tio n  the 
c h ild re n 's  se rv ice s  at Parram atta 
are now  firm ly  estab lished in the 
forefront of pub lic lib rary  serv ices .

In p a ra lle l w ith  her ca ree r at 
Parram atta  C ity  L ib ra ry , M arion  
estab lished  h erse lf as an au tho r, 
lectu rer and speaker. M arion  be­
cam e w id e ly  recognised as an en ­
te rta in ing  and kno w led g ab le  
speaker and w as m uch in dem and 
throughout A ustra lia  at a w id e  va ­
rie ty  o f venues w h ich  in c lu d ed  
u n ive rs it ie s , co lleg es and se m i­
nars. No subject appeared too d if­
fic u lt  for her to hand le  and she 
spoke and wrote on a great variety  
o f to p ics rang ing from  Readers 
Theatre , lite racy , ch ild  studies and 
p u b lic  lib ra ry  and scho o l lib ra ry  
co o p e ra tio n . In 1986  she c o ­
authored a book on Readers thea­
tre and in 1993 her p icture book 
S o m e th in g  g re e n  w as la u n ch ed . 
M a rio n 's  lectu ring  a c tiv it ie s  in ­
cluded part-tim e em ploym ent w ith  
U T S , co o rd in atin g  and teach in g  
the unit T a rg e t g r o u p : C h i ld r e n  
a n d  yo u n g  a d u lts , and lecturing to 
students in the Associate  D ip lom a 
o f Socia l S c ien ce  —  C h ild  Studies, 
at L iverpoo l C A E .

In M ay 1994  M arion  took up 
the position of N ational C o o rd in a­
tor of the N estle  W rite  A r o u n d  
A u s tra lia  program at the State L i­
brary of N SW  and in this cap ac ity  
trave lled  to m any venues in N SW  
and interstate to su cce ss fu lly  o r­
ganise and coord inate program s.

O n e  of her last roles w as that 
o f C oord inator o f the Young Peo­
ples Program for the Sydney W rit­
ers Festival at the State L ib ra ry . In 
th is, as in everyth ing else she did, 
M ario n  ap p lied  her co n s id e rab le  
o rganisational sk ills  coup led  w ith  
her high standard of p ro fessional­
ism and great enthusiasm .

M arion w ill be rem em bered as 
a loyal and supportive friend , for 
her integrity, her in te llig ence and 
sense o f hum o ur. M ario n  has 
touched  the live s  o f so m any —  
not o n ly  her friends and c o l­
leagues but also  so m any students 
and her listening and reading au ­
d iences.

M arion has ce rta in ly  m ade her 
m ark and she w il l  a lw a y s  be re­
m em bered w ith  great gratitude, re­
spect and affection .
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