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O pen Systems laid bare
P r e n t i c e  H a ll  o f f e r  tw o  n e w  b o o k s  o n  o n e  o f  IT's l iv e lie s t  to p ic s

O pen Systems: the reality, by 
T  A Critchley and K C Batty. 
Prentice Hall (UK), 1993. xxxiii 

+ 390. $78.93 ISBN 0-13-030735-1 
W h a t  are  O p en  S ystem s? T h e  

au th o rs  o f  th is first b oo k  found  
m ore than  a h un d red  co n trad ic to ry  
defin itions: is it a product? software? 
a p h ilosophy? a strategy? A t least one 
m an ufac tu rer d istin gu ish es betw een  
‘open ' (i.e ., our products) and  ‘p ro 
p rie ta ry ’ (everybody e lse ’s p roducts). 
It seem s to be none o f  these or all o f  
these, b ut depends h eav ily  on stan d 
ards an d  ru les, p u b lic ly  availab le  an d  
p re fe rab ly  d e fin ed  b y  consensus. 
M u ch  o f  the th in k in g  on openness 
relates to U N IX  or U N IX -like  sys
tem s, b u t there is increasing  pressure 
for w id e r p o rtab ility  betw een  d iffer
en t co m p u ter p latform s.

T he book is one o f  the B ritish  
C o m p u te r S oc iety  series, bu t it has 
been w ritten , so far as is possib le in a 
h ig h ly  tech n ica l fie ld , for the n o n 
specia lis t reader w ho  has an in terest 
o r re q u irem en t to co m e to term s 
w ith  th is com plex  topic. It has four 
parts: S e tt in g  the Scene, H isto ry  and  
D ev e lo p m en t of IT  S ys tem s , T h e  
W o r ld  of S tan dard s and T h e  Paths 
to O penness. M a n y  o f  the chapters 
w ith in  these parts have an  in tro d u c 
to ry  o verv iew , an d  m ost have co n 
c lu s io n s . Phis m ean s th a t it is 
possib le  to first rev iew  the b ro ader 
concep ts an d  then  p lu nge  in to  p ar
t icu la r areas to an y  necessary d ep th . 
T h e  ‘ f in a l th o u g h ts ’ are  th a t m ost 
co m p u te r users w ill evolve into  open 
system s g rad u a lly : the au th o rs a im  
to p lo t possib le w ays in w h ich  this 
ev o lu tio n  can  take  p lace  in an  in 

form ed an d  log ical m an n er.
P ren tice  H a ll ’s o th e r o ffe rin g  

here is The M agic Garden Explained: 
th e internals o f  UNIX System V Re
lease 4. An open systems design, b y  
B en n y  G o o dheart an d  Jam es C o x . 
P ren tice  H a ll o f  A u stra lia  P ty  L td , 
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T h ere  is a d e ligh tfu l passage in 
the  F o rew o rd  b y  Jo h n  M ash e y , 
lo o k in g  b ack  to his tim e  in  Bell Labs 
in  the hero ic  days o f  1973 : ‘In those 
years there ex isted  b u t a few dozen 
of U N IX  system s, an d  a ‘release’ w as 
acco m p lished  by d r iv in g  up  to M u r 
ray  H ill, N J, lo g g in g  on to  the ‘ re 
search ’ m ach in e , an d  m ak in g  a tape 
o f  an y th in g  new  that looked  in te r
e s t in g .’ T h in g s  have chan ged  a b it 
since th e n ...

T h e  A ustra lian -n ess o f  th is book 
is c lea rly  seen in the section on h is
to ry, w h ich  h ig h ligh ts  the p io n eer
ing  w o rk  at W o llo n go n g  U n ivers ity  
an d  U N S W  in the  m id d le  1970 s, 
and  later in lo o k in g  at D ep artm en t 
o f  D efence  ap p lic a t io n s . It is d e 
lig h tfu lly  w ritten  th rou gh o ut, b u t it 
is no t for the  fa in t-h ea rted : it  a s
su m es the  reader has ‘exp erien ce  
w ith  a structu red  p ro gram m in g  lan 
g u ag e , p re fe rab ly  C , an d  w ith  the  
U N IX  system  as a user or ad m in is 
tra to r’ . It is in ten d ed  as a un ivers ity  
level c o m p u tin g  tex tb o o k  an d  for 
ap p lic a t io n  develo pers an d  system  
ad m in is tra to rs . Its g reatest use, say  
the au thors, is as an a id  for system  
en g in eers  an d  p ro gram m ers in 
volved w ith  p o rtin g  an d  su p p o rtin g  
the U N IX  System  V  R elease 4 o per
a tin g  system . ■

LIAC opens at Gosford City library

Go sfo rd  C it y  L ib ra r y  b e 
c am e  th e  n in th  L eg a l In 
fo rm a t io n  A ccess C e n t r e  

(L IA C ) to o pen  in N S W  at a c e r
e m o n y  h e ld  on  23  F e b ru a ry . T h e  
o p e n in g  w as p e rfo rm ed  b y  S ta te  
L ib r a r ia n ,  A liso n  C ro o k , an d  
T e r e n c e  P u rc e ll,  D ire c to r  o f  th e  
L aw  F o u n d a tio n  o f  N S W .

L IA C  has m an y  b en efits . L egal 
in fo rm a t io n  is no lo n g e r  o n ly  a c 
c ess ib le  to law ye rs . T h a n k s  to the  
L aw  F o u n d a tio n , w h ich  fu n d s the  
C e n t r e ,  a n d  th e  S ta te  L ib ra r y , 
w h ic h  su p p lie s  the  e x p e r t ise  an d  
s ta f f  t r a in in g , an yo n e  w ho  w a lk s  in

o ff  th e  stree t w ill  h ave  access to a c 
c u ra te  leg a l in fo rm a t io n . T h is  
h ig h  q u a li t y  le g a l in fo rm a t io n  
serv ice  c an n o t be u n d e re s t im a te d . 
P eo p le  w il l  h ave  re a d y  access to  
in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t the  law s w h ic h  
re g u la te  th e ir  d a i ly  lives. S e c o n d 
a ry  an d  te r t ia ry  L ega l S tu d ie s  s tu 
d e n ts  an d  te ac h e rs  w ill  g a in  
a d d it io n a l  access to a p p ro p r ia te  
reso urces.

O th e r  L IA C  cen tre s  in  N S W  
are  at A lb u ry , B ega , D u b b o , F o r
s te r , M o re e , L iv e rp o o l, H a w k e s -  
b u ry , B ro k en  F lil l  an d  C o ffs  
H arb o u r . ■
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