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I N S W  l i b r a r i e s
hard look and a new  structure: with specialist services to

pe maintained

^ he U niversity o f  N S W  Li­
braries are co n su ltin g  the  

M U n iversity  co m m u n ity  
about the future organisational 
shape o f  services to users.

T h e V ice-C hancellor, Professor 
John N ila n d , has exp lained  that 
because the Library is central to 
the academ ic activities o f  the U n i­
versity it had been relatively pro­
tected  in the 199 4  budget. T h e  
general reduction  in funds avail­
able for d istribution  by the U n i­
versity, however, required that the 
Library seek ways to cut costs  
w h ile  p rovid in g  quality  services. 
Professor N iland identified  spiral­
ling serial costs as a significant fac­
tor in the Library’s budget. For 
rhis reason the Library is asking its 
prim ary users to participate in a 
review o f  the serial co llections and 
will con tin u e to assess alternative  
paths to research inform ation.

A Library W ork in g  Party is 
costing options for the reorganisa­

tion  of services to users. T he re­
sults, along with subm issions from  
the University com m u n ity , will be 
referred to the A cad em ic Board, 
w hich has been requested by Pro­
fessor N ila n d  to recom m en d  a 
long term plan for the delivery o f  
Library services.

T h e  U N S W  Library is noted  
for the quality of its specialist serv­
ices to the U niversity com m u nity . 
Such services, w h ich  are also 
h igh ly  valued in the w id er c o m ­
m u n ity , w ill be preserved in the 
eventual shape o f  the Library. N o  
changes will take place in the Libr­
ary structure u ntil the A cadem ic  
Board m eetin g  o f  6 April 1994  
m akes recom m en d ation s to the 
V ice-C hancellor.

T h e  Library is concerned  to 
keep the w ider co m m u n ity  in ­
form ed and to give assurance that 
any internal rearrangem ents will 
not affect its role in the national 
in form ation  infrastructure. a

G o v e r n m e n t  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s
K a y  W in te r  has pre se nte d  a  su bm ission  to P a rlia m e n t on 
b e h a lf of FLIN

T he Federal Libraries Infor­
m ation  N etw ork  (FL IN ) 
has just presented a four- 
page subm ission  to the b louse o f  
R epresentatives S tan d in g  C o m ­
m ittee  on Industry, S cien ce and  

T ech n ology , Inquiry into G overn­
m ent purchasing policies and ef­
forts to p rom ote the use of 
Australian m ade goods and serv­
ices.

T h e  Federal Libraries Inform a­
tion N etw ork  was form ed in M ay 
1993 as the result o f  the E fficiency  
Scrutiny into G overnm ent Librar­
ies and n ow  represents all C o m ­
m onw ealth  G overnm ent Libraries, 
som e 25 0  libraries across Australia.

T h e  subm ission addresses three 
major issues o f  concern to libraries 
in relation to C om m onw ealth  pur­
chasing. Briefly these issues are:
• P e r io d  contracts. Period contracts 

for the purchasing o f  p u b lica ­
tio n s and services have been  
used by the Canberra based 
G ov ern m en t Libraries for over 
10 years and in the last couple of 
years by all C o m m on w ea lth  
G overnm ent Libraries. O ver $8

m illion  were spent on these con ­
tracts last year and FL IN  be­
lieves that the Purchasing  
Australia charge for these co n ­
tracts should be reduced to en ­
courage the use o f  Australian  
C om panies.

• E le c tro n ic  p u b lis h in g .  E lectronic  
delivery o f  inform ation or serv­
ices by the C o m m on w ealth  
needs to be actively pursued to 
provide Australian inform ation  
for com m ercial and public use. 
G overnm ent d ocum ents need to 
be m ade available electronically  
either through partnerships w ith  
industry or as parr o f  a G overn­
m en t enterprise. W e recom ­
m end that the D ep artm en t o f  
A dm inistrative Services be given  
the task of investigatin g  this 
area.

• A G E S  services. W e recom m en d  
that the sales areas of A G PS be 
reviewed, inclu d ing invoices, cli­
ent services and tim elin ess o f  
supply of material.

in C ite  w ill keep readers in­
form ed on the o u tco m e o f  this 
subm ission. ■

/M h e School of Information,Library^ 
and Archive Studies University of New South Wales 

Continuing Education Courses
AACR2 (Monographs) 

February 21-24, 1994 
LC Subject Headings 

March 7-8, 1994 
Dewey Decimal Classification 

March 14-15, 1994 
AUSMARC/USMARC 

April 5, 1994
Contact: Maureen Henninger 

\ Te l (02) 697-3589 Fax (02) 313-7092/

F E R N T R E EC-OMrilTER CORPORATION

W e know  not all lib raries  
have the sam e au tom ation  

n eed s - th a t’s w hy F ern tree  
offers you a ch oice.

If you need a DOS bused system:
O C E L O T

Or a UNIX solution:
L i b r a r i e s  2 0 0 0

Or the very latest in full GUI 
technology:
V o y a g e r

Ferntree Computer Corporation 
Limited

A .C .N . (X16 995  893 
Box 42  R M I)C , C layton  V IC  3169

Melbourne: (03) 562 7028 
Free Call: (008) 3 3 5 06 7

or Fax: (03) 543 367 1

^The School of Information,Library^ and Archive Studies University of New South Wales
The Internet

Workshops on the tools, services & interconnections with the Internet
E x p lo r in g  th e  In te rn e t

February 17, 1994 
N a vig a tin g  th e  In te r n e t

February 18 , 1994
Contact: Maureen Henninger 

Tel (02) 697-3589 Fax (02) 313-7092.


