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The World Wide Web
Tony Barry h e a d s  th e  e x p e r im e n ta l W o r ld  W id e  W e b  s e rv e r  o f  th e  A N U  L ib r a r y 's  
'C e n tre  f o r  N e tw o rk e d  A c c e ss to  S c h o la r ly  In fo rm a t io n ' (C N A S I)

Tony’s span of current in­
terests gives a good guide 
to where advanced appli­
cations o f  IT are leading in at 
least one university library. I f the 
list that fo llow s leaves you  

breathless, th ink w hat the pic­
ture across the nation w ould  
look lik e ...

The Centre has been ser up to 
undertake innovative projects for 
the delivery o f  in fo rm ation  to 
the academ ic com m unity. A t 
present its projects include:
• initial design and testing work  

to assist in the establishment o f  
the A N U ’s C am pus W ide In fo r ­
m a tion  System-,

• the design and establishm ent 
o f the E lectron ic  L ibrary I n fo r ­
m a tion  S ystem  a t  ANU (E lisa) 
g o p h e r  s e r v i c e .  The m ainte­
nance o f the service has largely 
been transferred to the In for­
mation Service D ivision o f the 
Library. Part o f  this service in­
volves providing an Australian  
site for Yale directories to all 
the l ib ra r y  ca ta lo g u e s  on  th e  
I n te rn e t ,  M innesota U niversi­
ties d irectories to a l l  gophers-, 
C IC N et c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e - s e r ia ls ; 
collection o f pointers to Aus­
tra lia n  E le c tro n ic  S er ia ls ’ -, and 
M ichigan School of Librarian- 
ship collection o f  g u id e s  to th e  
N etwork .

• with the assistance o f  the 
Coombs Computing Unit, soft­
ware has been developed and de­
ployed to generate da ily  em a il  
ba sed  n ew spap ers  from the 
Reuters newsfeed data service. 
Reuters intends to market this 
service nationally, a companion 
retrospective database o f mate­
rial downloaded for AN U  
purposed running under W AIS  
software is being developed;

• im provem ent o f access to elec­
tronic inform ation on Asia by 
establishing, in cooperation  
with the N ational Library, the 
a s ia lib  m ailing list for L ibrar­
ians with interest in Asian col­
lections; m ounting  the 
dem onstration  Asian D ocu ­
ments O nline ADD-ON d a ta ­
ba se  of translated tables of 
contents o f  Indonesian and 
C hinese serials; cooperation  
w ith O hio State U niversity in

assisting them w ith a sim ilar 
project; and developing a com ­
prehensive access tool to Asian 
r e la t e d  in fo rm a t io n  on the 
Internet;

• a jo in t consultancy to the 
C om m ittee  for the A dvance­
m ent o f  U niversity  "Leaching 
(CAU T) on how to establish a 
national network o f centres for 
teaching resource material with  
D r D avid G reen, Professor 
M ichael G reenhalgh, and D r 
Jim  C roft;

• w ith Linda Heron o f  G riffith  
U niversity, to com pile and 
m aintain  a l i s t  o f  em a i l  b a sed  
co n fe r en c e s  of national interest;

• testing of different methods of 
giving students access to 
course-related m aterial over 
the netw ork is underw ay. 
Som e in itia l w ork  was done  
with Chris T revitt o f  the For­
estry departm ent on fire m an­
agement material which is now  
m ounted in a far m ore devel­
oped form  at the Research 
School o f  B iological Sciences

as F ire Net,
• m ore recently, some exam p a ­

p e r s  have been scanned, O C R d  
and m ounted on a web server;

• data and links to data were as­
sembled on a gopher server as 
a prototype o f  a N ation a l N et­
w ork  In fo rm a tio n  C en tre;

• m ajor docum ents listing net­
worked in fo rm ation  retrieval 
softw are have been m ounted  
locally;

• a dem onstration docum ent has 
been prepared giving access to 
(m ainly) US g o v e r n m en t  in fo r ­
m a tion  on the net, to illustrate  
the technology;

• a p r o p o sa l  is being developed  
with Steve Thom as at the U ni­
versity  o f  A delaide for docu­
ment delivery o f images;

• electronic publication is being 
tested on a web server;

• coord ination  o f  the three- 
m onth national trial o f  the 
O C L C  suite o f databases called 
F irstS earch , intended for use by 
end-users rather than by lib r­
ary staff.
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