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I n m y F ront L ine fo r  the M arch  
1 9 9 4  issue o f  inCite  I indicated  
m y v iew  that there is a pressing  

need fo r a tw o-p ro n g ed  app roach to  
electronic netw orking  by librarians in 
Australia. T here is the need for profes
sional developm ent fo r those librarians 
w h o  have lim ited  aw areness o f  the 
value and advantages o f  the netw orked  
data to their professional roles; and  
there is the m ore political issue, that of 
public access to networks.

T h e pu b lic  access issue has, until 
very recently, received little atten tion  in 
A ustra lia , but there is n o w  a rap id ly  
grow ing level o f  increased interest and 
a variety  o f  inputs th at m ay sign ifi
cantly contribute to determ ining  future  
netw ork access policy in Australia.

It m ay be useful at this p o in t fo r 
m e to p rov id e  a b rie f  and necessarily 
lim ited  o verview  o f  w h at I m ean by 
‘netw orking ’ in its national and inter
nation al context. N etw o rk in g  means 
accessing and w o rk in g  w ith  the  
Internet and the thousands o f  subnets 
that con stitu te  the In tern et. T h e  na
tional subnets like the N SF N E T  in the 
U S, JA N E T  in the U K , A A R N et in 
A ustra lia , C AN ARIE , in  C anad a and  
the ve ry  recent TFLAIN ET in T h a i
land, give som e indication o f the scope. 
It is very  hard to obtain any precise data 
on the size and extent o f  the Internet 
but Paul Evan Peters at the 1 9 9 3  
V A L A  C o n feren ce  has p rov id ed  us 
w ith  som e statistics that are indicative, 
f i e  stated that at the start o f  August, 
1 9 9 3 , the In tern et con ta in ed  15  0 0 0  
subnets in 6 0  countries, it em braced  
1 .7 5  m illion  com puters and included  
e-m ail and other gateways to 17 5  coun
tries. T here are at least 3 m illion  regu
lar users o f  the Internet w orldw ide.

In the U S there has been a great 
deal o f  activity, particu larly in the last 
eighteen m onths, in establishing and  
fu rth er deve lop ing  co m m u n ity  access 
to networks, and policy is being devel
oped on access, particu larly in e public  
library and the school (K -12 )  area.

W e  should  not, h ow ever, assume 
that this access is u n ifo rm  o r w ide
spread— there is a great variation in the 
m anner in w hich public and school li
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braries have grasped technology. Craig  
A n d erso n , again at the 1 9 9 3  V A L A  
C onference, gave an excellent paper on  
public library netw ork  access in the U S, 
and detailed som e quality case studies 
that could w ell serve as m odels fo r our 
planning.

In Australia, although the U n iver
sity  sector has been ve ry  in vo lved  in 
n etw o rk in g  since 19 8 9 / 9 0  and m an y  
U n iversity  libraries are h ighly  com pe
ten t at exp lo iting  the netw orks, there  
has been little  activity in other sectors 
un til ve ry  recently. H ow ever, particu
larly in the last year, there has been a 
sign ificant increase in in terest in the  
area and m any useful public statem ents 
o f  the need fo r this access and involve
m ent.

Som e o f  the statem ents and activi
ties that can be seen as m ost im portant 
to  this p rom otion  and developm ent o f  
public netw ork  access are:
• the recom m endation  from  the report 

‘D eve lop in g  A u stra lia : a R egional 
Perspective’ by the Taskforce on Re
gional D evelop m en t w hich  urged the 
governm ent to explore ways in w hich  
public libraries can have cheaper ac
cess to on-line in form ation ;

• the ALIA /C A U L/A C LIS submission  
and evidence to the Senate Inquiry  
on the O rganisation and Funding of 
Research in H igher Education.

T h e m ost recent expression o f  this 
need has com e fro m  a new  um brella  
group , the N ation a l Sch o larly  C o m 
m u n ication s F orum , w h ich  has been 
fo rm ed  fro m  a n u m b er o f  A u stra lia ’s 
peak academ ic and library in form ation  
bodies. Representatives o f  the fou r A us
tralian  A cadem ies (Science, H u m an i
ties, Technological Sciences and Social 
Sciences) have been jo ined in the new  
fo ru m  by representatives o f  A LIA , A C 
LIS, A u stra lian  Society  o f  A u th ors , 
A u stra lian  B ook  P ub lishers’ A ssocia
tion , C ou n cil o f  A ustralian  U niversity  
L ibrarians, C o m m itte e  o f  A ustra lian  
U n iversity  D irecto rs o f  In fo rm atio n  
T ech n o log y , C o p y rig h t A g en cy  Ltd, 
N ation a l L ib rary  o f  A ustra lia  and  
C ou n cil o f  A ustralian State Libraries.

T h e  need fo r such a g rou p  arose  
o u t o f  the extrem ely  successful co n fe r

ence held in C an b erra  in A p ril 1 9 9 3 ,  
Changes in Scholarly Communication 
Patters in: Australia and  the Electronic 
Library, w h ich  saw  a co n tin u in g  need  
to  b ring  together in terested parties in  
the n e tw o rk  revo lu tio n  w h ich  is d ra
m atica lly  affecting  A u stra lian  and  g lo
bal c o m m u n ica tio n  access and  
in fo rm ation .

T h e  N ation  Sch o larly  C o m m u n i
c a tio n  F o ru m  w ill o rg an ise  th ree  
ro u n d  table m eetin gs in 1 9 9 4 .  T h e  
first w ill be on  pu b lic  n e tw ork in g , the 
secon d  o n  sc h o la rly  p u b lish in g  and  
the th ird  on  in tellectual p rop erty .

T h e first ro u n d  table m eeting, on  
pu blic  n e t-w o rk in g , is p lan n ed  to  be 
at the A cad em y o f  Science, C an b erra , 
o n  th e  2 1 - 2 2  Ju n e , 1 9 9 4  w ith  ap 
p roxim ately  1 0 0  in vited  participants. 
T h e  N ational L ib rary  o f  A ustralia  w ill, 
m o st a p p ro p ria te ly , take p rim e  re
sp onsib ility  fo r organising this fo ru m .

T his activity  w ill be fo llow ed  up at 
the jo in t N Z L IA /A L IA  C o n fe ren ce  in 
W ellin g to n , N Z , in Septem ber, w h ere  
a panel session w ill explore the option s  
in in itiatives th at are h ap p en in g  and  
are possible in A ustra lia  and N ew  Z ea
land.

C o n tin u in g  ex p ert an d  p ro fes
sional advice to A L IA  in this area w ill 
be p rov id ed  b y  a n ew  b o d y  o f  G enera l 
C o u n c il, an In fo rm atio n  T ech n o log y  
C o m m itte e . T h is  n ew  b o d y  is c u r
ren tly  being established o n  the shell o f  
the new  disbanded A u d iovisu a l S e rv
ices C o m m itte e , an d  it is expected  
th at it w ill be a m a jo r co n trib u to r to 
the d eve lo p m en t o f  A L IA  p u b lic  ac
cess n e tw o rk  policy.

It w o u ld  be rem iss o f  m e, before  
closing  this F ro n t L ine, n o t to m en 
tion  that there are at least tw o  em b ry 
o n ic  p u b lic  access services u n d er  
d evelop m en t in A ustra lia  at this tim e  
(I w o u ld  be very  pleased to hear o f  any  
others). O n e , a p ilo t p ro ject in  N ew 
castle, N S W  is b riefly  described in this 
issue o f inCite. T h e  o th e r is an A C T  
in itia tive, w h ich  revo lves a ro u n d  the  
tertia ry  in stitu tion s in the area, T A F E , 
S ch o o ls , the A C T  G o v e rn m e n t and  
T eleco m . I h o p e  w e can h ear som e  
new s from  them  in  a fu tu re  inCite.


