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A d r i a n  C u n n i n g h a m , the A ctin g  Executive O fficer of the B u rea u / has new s of som e changes

T h e  P a c ific  M a n u s c r ip ts  B u ­
re a u  (P M B )  n o w  h a s  a 
c lo s e r  w o r k in g  re la t io n s h ip  

w ith  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f  A u s ­
t ra lia  a n d  th e  R e s e a rc h  S c h o o l o f  
P a c if ic  S tu d ie s  a t  th e  A u s t r a l ia n

A d rian  Cunningham

N a t io n a l  U n iv e r s i t y .  T h e s e  
c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  p re c ip i ta te d  b y  
th e  re s ig n a tio n  la s t  S e p te m b e r  o f  
th e  E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e r ,  G i l l i a n  
S c o t t .

I h e  P M B  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  
w i t h in  th e  A N U  in  1 9 6 8 .  S in c e

th a n  it h as p r o d u c e d  o v e r  1 6 0 0  
ree ls  o f  m ic r o f i lm  o f  o ff ic ia l,  b u s i­
n e ss , r e lig io u s  a n d  p e rs o n a l  
re c o rd s  a n d  ra re  p r in te d  d o c u ­
m e n ts  lo c a te d  th r o u g h o u t  th e  P a ­
c ific , s o m e  o f  w h ic h  w e re  a t g re a t  
r isk  fo r  c lim a tic  o r  o th e r  re a so n s . 
It h as a lso  f i lm e d  m a te r ia l o f  P a ­
c ific  in te re s t  h e ld  in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  
th e  w o r ld  su ch  as m is s io n  a rc h iv e s  
in  R o m e  a n d  w h a lin g  lo g s  in  
N a n tu c k e t .

Se ts  o f  th e  f i lm  h a v e  b e e n  d e ­
p o s ite d  in  six  m e m b e r  lib ra r ie s  in  
A u s t r a l ia ,  N e w  Z e a la n d  a n d  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s , w h ile  c o p ie s  o f  ree ls  
h a v e  a lso  b e e n  s o ld  to  a v a r ie ty  o f  
o th e r  in te re s te d  lib ra r ie s  a n d  in d i­
v id u a ls .  In  a d d i t io n  to  f i lm in g  
u n iq u e  o r  ra re  m a te r ia l ,  th e  B u ­
re a u  h as d e s c r ib e d  a n d  lis te d  th e  
re c o rd s  f i lm e d  a n d  p u b lic is e d  th e ir  
e x is te n c e  th ro u g h  a n e w s le tte r  a n d  
a v a r ie t y  o f  p u b lis h e d  c a ta lo g u e s  
a n d  in d e x es .

In  1 9 9 3  a th r e e - y e a r  s t ra te g ic  
p la n  w as f in a lis e d . T h is  h e lp e d  to  
c la r i fy  a n d  m a k e  e x p lic it  th e  o b je c ­
tiv e s  a n d  p r im a r y  fo c u s  o f  th e  B u ­
re a u . M e m b e r  lib ra r ie s , h o w e v e r ,  
ra ised  s o m e  d o u b ts  as to  w h e th e r  
th e  fu n d in g  b asis  o f  th e  B u re a u  is 
s u ff ic ie n t  to  e n a b le  th e  p la n  to  be  
p r o p e r ly  im p le m e n te d ,  e s p e c ia lly  
w ith  re g a rd  to  th e  B u re a u ’s tra v e l  
r e q u i r e m e n ts .  W i t h  th e  re s ig n a ­
t io n  o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  O f f ic e r ,  th e  
p re c a rio u s  f in a n c ia l p o s it io n  o f  th e  
P M B  w as th r o w n  in to  s h a rp  re lie f .  
In  o rd e r  to  a t t ra c t  a n e w  E x e c u tiv e  
O ff ic e r  w i th  th e  a p p r o p r ia te  s u b ­

je c t  a n d  la n g u a g e  e x p e rtise  a n d  a d ­
m in is tra t iv e  a n d  n e g o tia t in g  sk ills , 
a m u c h  h ig h e r  s a la ry  an d  g re a te r  
d e g re e  o f  jo b  s e c u r ity  th a n  is c u r ­
re n t ly  fe a s ib le  w a s  d e e m e d  n e c e s ­
sa ry .

It h as th e re fo re  b e e n  a g reed  to  
d e fe r  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a p e rm a ­
n e n t  E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e r  fo r  o n e  
y e a r ,  d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  e f fo r t s  
w ill  b e  m a d e  to  g a in  access to  in ­
c re a s e d  fu n d in g .  T h e  N a t io n a l  
L ib ra ry  o ffe re d  to  m a k e  o n e  o f  its 
s t a f f  a v a i la b le  o n  s e c o n d m e n t  to  
ace as p a r t  t im e  E x e c u tiv e  O f f ic e r  
d u r in g  th is  p e r io d .

T h is  o f f e r  w a s  a c c e p te d  a n d  
A d r i a n  C u n n in g h a m , f ro m  th e  
M a n u s c r ip ts  S e c t io n  o f  th e  N L A ,  
has n o w  c o m m e n c e d  w o r k in g  fo r  
th e  B u re a u  th re e  d a y s  a w e ek . H is  
tw o fo ld  task  w i l l  b e  to  c o m p le te  a 
n u m b e r  o f  f i lm in g  p ro je c ts  w h ic h  
are  c u r r e n t ly  in  p ro c e ss  an d  to  in ­
v e s t ig a te  a n d  p u rs u e  p o s s ib le  
s o u rc e s  o f  a d d i t io n a l  fu n d in g ,  
p r in c ip a lly  b y  p e rs u a d in g  o th e r  l i ­
b ra rie s  to  b e c o m e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
B u re a u .

A d r i a n  w i l l  r e p o r t  to  a n  I n ­
t e r im  M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  
c h a i r e d  b y  D r  B r i j  L a i o f  th e  
A N U  R e s e a rc h  S c h o o l  o f  P a c if ic  
S t u d ie s .  I f  th e  C o m m i t t e e  s u c ­
c e e d s  in  s t r e n g t h e n in g  th e  f u n d ­
in g  b a s e  o f  th e  B u r e a u ,  i t  w i l l  
t h e n  c o n s i d e r  th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
o f  a f u l l - t i m e  E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e r  
a n d  f in a l is e  a p r o g r a m  o f  s u r v e y ­
in g  a n d  f i lm in g  P a c if ic  r e c o rd s  in  
th e  y e a rs  1 9 9 5 - 9 7 .  ■

New contacts in Victoria
T e d  S t r e h l o w  rep o rts  o n  the recently  fo rm e d  L a w  P rinter— L ib ra ria n s ' Liaison C o m m itte e

E a r ly  in  1 9 9 3  th e  G o v e r n ­
m e n t  P u b lic a t io n s  S u b -  
C o m m it te e  o f  th e  V ic to r ia n  

b r a n c h  o f  A C L I S  d e c id e d  to  a p ­
p r o a c h  V ic  N o r th ,  th e  V i c t o r i a n  
G o v e r n m e n t  P r in te r  ( n o w  k n o w n  
as The L aw  P rin ter), to  d isc u ss  is­
su es  o f  c o m m o n  in te re s t .

V ic  N o r th  p ro v e d  m o s t  c o o p ­
e ra t iv e  a n d  th e  fi rs t  jo i n t  m e e t in g  
w a s  h e ld  o n  1 J u l y  1 9 9 3  a t th e  
L a w  P r i n t e r ’s O ff ic e .  A l t e r  a fa c ­
t o r y  to u r ,  th e  b u s in ess  o f  th e  m e e t­
in g  ra n g e d  f r o m  g a p s  w h ic h  
l ib r a r ia n s  p e rc e iv e  in  th e  L a w  
P r i n t e r ’s p u b lis h in g  p r o g r a m , to

th e  fu tu re  e le c t ro n ic  p u b lic a t io n  o f  
le g is la t io n , as w e ll  as th e  a rc h iv a l  
q u a li ty  o f  th e  p a p e r  u sed  in  o ff ic ia l  
p u b lic a t io n s .

W e  lib ra r ia n s  a lso  h a d  a c h a n c e  
to  p o in t  o u t  to  a n  o f f ic ia l  p u b ­
lis h e r  th e  p r o b le m s  a n d  w o r k  
c a u se d  b y  n a m e  c h a n g e s  o f  se ria l 
t it le s , v iz . The L a w  P rin te r— P u b ­
licatio ns L ist, N ew  T LP releases 

fro m  the L a w  P r in te r  a n d , c u r ­
re n t ly ,  The L aw  P rin te r— N ew  Re­
leases.

T h e  s e c o n d  m e e t in g  w a s  h e ld  
o n  1 0  D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 3 .  T h is  t im e  
th e  L a w  P r in te r  a g a in  re v ie w e d  d e ­

v e lo p m e n ts  in  b o th  le g is la t iv e  a n d  
e le c tro n ic  p u b lis h in g , w h ile  w e  li ­
b ra r ia n s  e x p re s s e d  in te r e s t  in  a 
p o s s ib le  e le c t r o n ic  G o v e r n m e n t  
G a z e t te .  A  n a m e  w a s  a g re e d  fo r  
th e  g ro u p : 'T h e  L a w  P r in te r — L i­
b ra r ia n s ’ L ia iso n  C o m m it t e e ’ .

A n y b o d y  in te re s te d  in  le a rn in g  
m o re  a b o u t  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  L ia i­
so n  C o m m it te e  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t  e i­
th e r  L o u is  d e  V r ie s ,  P u b lis h in g  
M a n a g e r  o f  th e  L a w  P r in te r ,  
S o u th  M e lb o u r n e , o r  A n n  M i lle r ,  
G o v e r n m e n t  P u b lic a t io n s  L ib r a r ­
ian  a t L a T ro b e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  B u n -  
d o o ra . ■


