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C u b a n  c o n t r a s t s
M a x i n e  R o c h e s t e r ,  C h a r l e s  S t u r t  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d
M a r g a r e t  S h a w ,  N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  o f  A u s t r a l i a  R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r y

I f  w e  w e re  t ry in g  to  su m m a ris e  
C u b a  in  a w o rd  it w o u ld  h av e  
to  be ‘c o n tra s t ’ .

W h i l e  w e  c e le b ra te d  th e  6 0 t h  
IF L A  G e n e r a l C o n fe r e n c e  in  H a 
v a n a , o u ts id e  th e  h o te ls , ju s t  y a rd s  
f ro m  lu x u r y  s w im m in g  p o o ls , C u 
b an s b u i lt  ra fts  to  e sc a p e  f ro m  an  
e c o n o m y  w h ic h  c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  
th e  n ec ess itie s  o f  li fe  fo r  a ll o f  its  
c it iz e n s . M o s t  o f  th e  b e a u t i f u l  
b u ild in g s  in  H a v a n a  a re  s a d ly  in  
n e e d  o f  re p a ir  a n d  re s to ra t io n  b u t  
th e re  a re  a reas, p a r t ic u la r ly  a ro u n d  
th e  M u s e u m  o f  th e  H is to r y  o f  th e  
C i t y  o f  H a v a n a , w h e re  a m o s t  im 

p re s s iv e  r e s to r a t io n  p r o g r a m  is 
h a v in g  a m a rk e d  im p a c t.

V is its  to  th e  m u s e u m  a n d  its 
l ib ra ry  a n d  a rc h iv e s  re v e a le d  w e ll  
s to re d , c o n s e rv e d  a n d  a u to m a te d  
c o lle c tio n s  th a t  w e re  a m o n g  th e  
m o st ad v a n c ed  w e  saw  in  C u b a .

In  all, w e  fo u n d  a m o n g  o u r  C u 
b an  co lleag u es a leve l o f  en th u s ia sm  
fo r  th e ir  c o u n t ry  a n d  th e ir  p ro fe s 
s io n  w h ic h  p u ts  th e  lie  to  b ro a d  p o 
litica l g en era lisa tio n s.

D esp ite  w h a t  so m e  p e rc e ive d  as 
d ifficu ltie s  in  g e ttin g  to  C u b a , w ith  
o n e  flig h t fro m  M ia m i b e in g  tu rn e d  
b ack  b y  a b o m b  th rea t, m o s t o f  th e  
9 0 0  fo re ig n  delegates fo u n d  th e  d if
fic u lt ie s  w e re  n o  w o rs e  th a n  fo r  
o th e r  d is ta n t lo ca tio n s .

F o r o th e rs , p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se

fro m  C e n t ra l  a n d  S o u th e r n  
A m e ric a , th is c o n fe re n c e  m a rk ed  IF- 
L A ’s firs t v is it to  th is reg ion . M a n y  
d e leg a tes  fro m  L a tin  A m e r ic a  a n d  
th e  C a rib b e a n  to o k  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  a t te n d  a n d  to  b u ild  c o n ta c ts  
w h ic h  w ill h e lp  to  c reate  e n h a n ce d  
n e tw o rk in g  in  th e  reg ion .

M a n y  aspects o f  H a va n a  cam e as 
a p leasan t su rp rise  g iven  th e  ‘d o o m  
a n d  g lo o m ’ a tt itu d e  o f  som e b e fo re  
to  o u r  v is it . C o n fe re n c e  fa c ilitie s  
w e re  e x c e lle n t a n d  th e  c o n fe re n c e  
w as ru n  m o st e ffic ien tly . M a n y  g e n 
ero u s sp on sors su p p o rte d  th e  c o n fe r
en ce  in c lu d in g  a S w ed ish  firm  th a t

d o n a te d  o n e  m illio n  sheets o f  p a p er  
to c o v e r  p rin tin g  needs.

A  n u m b e r  o f  in n o v a tio n s  w e re  
in tr o d u c e d  su ch  as th e  e s ta b lis h 
m e n t  o f  a d isc u ss io n  list, IF L A -L , 
fo r  rh e  co n fe re n c e  so m e  m o n th s  b e 
fo re  th e  e ven t a n d  th e  a v a ila b ility  o f  
all c o n fe re n c e  pap ers o n  f lo p p y  d isk . 
G iv e n  th a t th e re  w e re  o v e r  1 0 0  p ro 
fe ss io n a l p ap ers a n d  m a n y  fu ll-d a y  
w o rk s h o p s , th is se rv ice  w as a b o o n  
to th e  o v e rlo a d e d  trave lle r.

C o n s id e ra b le  e f fo r t  a lso  w as  
m a d e  in  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  tra n s la 
tio n s , w ith  v ir tu a lly  all papers b e in g  
a v a ila b le  in  at ieast S p a n ish  a n d  
E nglish .

B u t th e  m o st im p ressive  asp ect 
w as th e  o b v io u s  in te rest in  lib raries , 
e d u c a t io n  a n d  c u ltu re  th ro u g h o u t

H a van a . O ffic ia l fu n c tio n s  w e re  e n 
liv e n e d  b y  w o n d e r fu l d is p la y s  o f  
L a t in -A m e r ic a n  d a n ce  a n d  m u s ic  
w h ic h  e n tic ed  delegates to  jo in  in .

T h e  a tt itu d e  to  lib ra ries  w as re
flec ted  in  th e  speech o f  M in is te r  o f  
C u ltu re  A rm a n d o  H a rt D a v a lo s  in  
his o p e n in g  add ress: ‘I h a v e  a lw ays  
g re a tly  a d m ire d  lib ra rian s. Y o u  c a rry  
o u t y o u r  w o rk  s im p ly  a n d  m o d e s tly  
b u t w ith  a p assio n  th a t is re flec ted  in  
y o u r  faces. I t w o u ld  be d i f f ic u lt  to  
im a g in e  a lib ra ria n  d e v o te d  to  p re 
s e rv in g  a n d  p ro m o t in g  b o o k s  a n d  
re a d in g  w h o  w as at th e  sa m e  t im e  a 
d is h o n e s t  p e rs o n ; in  o th e r  w o rd s ,  
w h o  w a s  a n e g a tio n  o f  h is  o r  h e r  
o w n  h u m a n is tic  p ro fe s s io n .’

A  n u m b e r  o f  C u b a n  lib ra rie s  are  
m o v in g  in to  a u to m a te d  c a ta lo g u in g  
u s in g  s ta n d a rd is e d  s o f tw a re , a l
th o u g h  th e y  are  n o t  y e t  lin k e d  to 
geth er.

T h e  b iggest p ro b le m  fo r  C u b a n  
lib ra rian s is th e  lack  o f  h a rd  c u rre n c y  
a n d  lim ite d  lo ca l fu n d in g  fo r  ac q u i
sitio n s. S o m e , su ch  as th e  lib ra ry  o f  
th e  M u se o  d e  Belles A rte s , m an ag e  
to  s u p p le m e n t  th e ir  b u d g e ts  w i th  
ex ch an g e  p ro g ram s. O th e rs , su ch  as 
th e  N a tio n a l Sc ien ce  a n d  T e c h n o l
o g y  L ib ra ry , h av e  m ad e  a s ta rt in  u s
in g  fu ll tex t C D - R O M s  in  p lace  o f  
h a rd  c o p y  su b sc rip tio n s  to  sc ie n tific  
jo u rn a ls .

M a n y  delegates b ro u g h t g ifts o f  
b o o k s  an d  o th e r  lib r a r y  m a te ria ls  
an d  in  re tu rn  rece iv ed  g ifts  o f  C u 
b a n  p u b lic a t io n s  to  b r in g  b a c k  to  
th e ir  h o m e  lib raries.

M a tte r s  o f  g en era l p ro fe s s io n a l 
in te re s t  th a t  e m e rg e d  d u r in g  th e  
C o n fe re n c e  w ere :
• R e v ise d  d ra f t  o f  th e  U N E S C O  

m a n ife s to  o n  p u b lic  lib ra ries  p ro 
d u c e d  b y  th e  IF L A  d iv is io n  o f  li
b ra ries se rv in g  th e  g en era l p u b lic .

• A n n o u n c e m e n t  b y  IF L A  o f  p lan s  
to  b ro a d en  m e m b e rsh ip  c o m m u 
n ic a tio n s  c a p a b ili ty  b y  e s ta b lish 
in g  an  IF L A  te le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  
n e tw o rk , IF L A N E T , b y  th e  e n d  
o f  th e  year.

• P ro p o s a l to  e sta b lish  a n e w  c o re  
p ro g ra m m e  fo r  IF L A  o n  lite racy .

• R e p o rt  g iven  b y  N a tio n a l L ib ra r
ia n  o f  N e w  Z e a la n d  P e te r  S c o t t  
o n  th e  stra teg ic  a llia n c e  b e tw e e n  
th e  N a tio n a l L ib raries o f  A u s tra lia  
a n d  N e w  Z e a lan d .


