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G o v e rn  m e n t 3 refo rm atio n

Australian government organisa­tions (with some outstanding exceptions) have been slow to mount information resources for Internet access. Of course, children of all ages from many countries have chuckled at the bird calls from the Australian Botanic Gar­dens Web server (http://155.187.10.12:80/ 
sounds) and the Tasmanian Govern­ment has two Web servers operational, but there aren’t many other organisa­tions who’ve done anything.This should change soon with the establishment of a Commonwealth/ State Internet Working Party with the South Australian, T asmanian, North­ern Territorian, Queensland and Commonwealth Governments partici­pating. The Working Party will work towards establishing recom­mended practices for the presentation of information services, by identifying good examples from overseas.The contact point for the Working Party is Ian Barndt from the Common- wealth Depart­ment of Finance 
(lan.Ba/rxl@fhariceajsgĉ ivrice.telernenio.au).Fortunately, there are many good examples of government information services overseas. A recent issue of Net­
work news (a listserv-based newsletter originating in Minnesota) summarised the information servers operated by US State governments. All of the links to the servers are available at http:// 
garnet.msen.com:70/0h/vendor/maven/ 
inetl /nnews/states.htmlThirty-one of the fifty States are in­cluded in the list, with significant con­tributions from California and Texas. The report refers to the ‘citizen sugar- coating’ found in many services and

makes some good suggestions — using sensible naming conventions (i.e. www.state.us or gopher.state.us); limit­ing images of State seals, department logos, governors; and (most impor- tandy) including ‘real information along with the usual government manual and PR stuff.Canada, too, has put an amount of government on the Net. The Cana­dian ‘Open Government’ server (http:// 
debra.dgbt,doc.ca:80/opengov) contains pointers to a number of federal govern­ment departmental and provincial gov­ernment services, as well as significant government documents and treaties (GATT, NATO, NAFTA).In the broader context of govern­ment information, a moderated list has been established to discuss the US Government Information Locators_ service (GILS). GILS is a fed-eral initiative to enable users to locate, access and acquire pub- licly-available federal informa­tion resources. The service uses the Z39.50 and other rel­evant standards to sup­port the deployment of Internet-accessible infor­mation locators.While its initial thrust is within the US government, this will clearly be a development that will be picked up throughout the world, and the list (known as the GILS Fomm) will be of interest to a range of agencies, librar­ians, systems vendors and the general public. To join the Forum, send the following message to:
LISTPROC@CNI.ORG, SUBSCRIBE 
GILS <your name>.

Internet Room at Information 
Online and On Disc 95Unfortunately for those who kept checking the Internet Room at the

o n  th e  n e t
NZLIA/ALIA Conference, it never got working. But the good news is that there will be one at the Online Confer­ence, and it will be operating. So the advice that we gave in August still ap­plies — you’ll have to telnet to your host computer (the one that runs your post office) to read your mail, so be sure that you know the address of that computer, your sign on and password, and how to read your mail on it.
Cooperative developments on 
the NetThe Internet is not just about provid­ing information services for global ac­cess. One of its greatest contributions has been in bringing groups of people together from many places to work on a project — people who may never meet in person. Thus software such as Mosaic can be developed at one site, distributed to many others quickly and cheaply, improved as a result of mas­sive feedback and finally released in a useable state to the world.Another recent example in co-op­eration appeared on a list dealing with American civil war history. A contribu­tor idly wondered whether it would be possible to have tables of contents for relevant journals posted to the list. Within a couple of weeks (and follow­ing some hectoring from the list owner) volunteers had been found to provide this information, and now diis information for a couple of dozen jour­nals appears regularly and is arclfived at the list host site. No doubt similar ac­tivities are occurring in other fields of interest.
USTSERV information on the 
WebIn a previous column, we talked about how to find out about what lists were available for subscription. It has been

New IFLA Internet connection
IFLA (the In te rn a tio n a l F edera tion  o f 
L ib ra ry Associations) has a n nounced  
a list on the In ternet tha t will fa c ilita te  
an e le c tro n ic  e xch a ng e  o f in fo rm a ­
tion  betw een IFLA and  its members. 
R obe rt W edgw orth . IFLA P res iden t, 
no ted  tha t 'IFLA's ob jec tive  is to lib ­
e ra te  its m em ber co m m u n ica tio n s  
from the barriers o f tim e and  p lace .'

S ilv e rP la tte r is s u p p o rtin g  IFLA 
in e s ta b lis h in g  th is  LISTSERV b y

p ro v id in g  te c h n ic a l s u p p o r t a n d  
c o m p u te r  s p a c e  in its  US o ff ic e . 
G e rry  H u r le y , D ire c to r  o f  E d u c a ­
tio n a l S e rv ices  a t S ilve rP la tte r, a s ­
su res p a r t ic ip a n ts  th a t '. . .a s  th e  
host o f th is  In te rn e t c o n n e c tio n , we 
have no o th e r ro le  th a n  to  h e lp  with 
th e  te c h n ic a l im p le m e n ta tio n  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e .'

In a d d it io n  to  IFLA-L, IFLA c o n ­
fe re n c e  p a p e rs , n e w s le tte rs , a n d

o th e r  m a te r ia l w ill be  a c c e s s ib le  
th ro u g h  S ilve rP la tte r 's  WWW p a g e . 
These d o cu m e n ts  w ill a ls o  be  a v a il­
a b le  on S ilv e rP la tte r 's  FTP se rve r 
a n d  via e -m a il.

To subscribe  to IFLA's e le c tro n ic  
co n fe re n ce , In te rn e t users shou ld  
send  the fo llo w in g  m essage to:
L IS TSE R V @ S ILV E R P LA TTE R .C O M , 
subscribe IFLA-L <your first and last 
namesx
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