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A  r e g io n a l  d iv e r s i t y
I think there is little doubt that 
Asia/Pacific matters are now a firm 
part of our conference agendas. 
Not only was there a good variety 
of papers in Wellington, but the 
major part of the first plenary was 
spent on the region. The surveys 
by Robyn Stokes, Helen Jarvis, 
Warren Horton, Karen Peacock, 
Donita Simmons, Sandra Lee, and 
Heather Moorcroft provided a 
rich background for delegates’ 
consideration.

APSIG ran a half-day library 
associations open forum, which to 
me was perhaps the most challeng­
ing offering. We heard about the 
work and problems of PIALA (the 
Pacific Islands Association of Li­
braries and A r c h iv e s ,  based in 
Guam and serving the i s la n d s  of 
M ic ro n e s ia ) ,  the Hong K o n g  Libr­

ary Association (which we found 
has no paid employees) and the 
emerging library association in 
Cambodia (amongst whose many 
problems is overcoming resistance 
to the very formation of such asso­
ciations). The session led to some 
extremely useful contacts being es­
tablished and, for ALIA, a much 
clearer idea of how it could con­
sider approaching cooperation and 
assistance projects in the region.

As a general comment, I was 
impressed by the built-in Maori 
cultural protocols. The most strik­
ing session? —  without doubt the 
bravura performance by Moana 
Maniapoto-Jackson who sang, 
strutted, entertained, and deliv­
ered a powerful message about in­
formation equity, and deserved her 
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The tra d e
e x h ib it io n  a re a

The tra d e  e x h ib it io n  a r e a  h a s  t r a d i t io n a l ly  b e e n  a  fo c a l p o in t  fo r  A L IA  
c o n fe re n c e s , n e tw o r k in g  a n d  c a tc h in g  u p  o n  l ib r a r y  te c h n o lo g y  b e in g  a re a s  o f  
p r im e  in te re s t to  d e le g a te s . P ic tu re d  M s  D ia n e  M a lo n e y  ( r ig h t) ,  M a n a g e r  
L ib ra r ie s  a n d  In fo rm a t io n s  S e rv ic e s , M a n a k a u  C ity  L ib r a r y  (N Z )  d iscu sse s  a  n e e d  
w ith  w ith  S&M S u p p ly  C o m p a n y  C u s to m e r  A d v is o r ,  M s  A n d r e a  G i l l

T he N -
S tra te g y
w o rk s h o p
N  f o r  N e w  Z e a la n d ,  N a t io n a l ,  
N in e t ie s ,  N e ls o n ,  N a t io n a l  L ib r ­

a r y ,  N Z L I A  ( th e  c o - s p o n s o rs )  a n d  

f o r  d e f i n i t e l y  N o t  th e  L i b r a r y  

S u m m i t :  s t r a t e g ic  p la n n i n g  f o r  

th e  f u t u r e  o f  l i b r a r y  a n d  in f o r m a ­

t i o n  s e rv ic e s  in  N e w  Z e a la n d .

B u i l t  o n  a n  in p u t  s e m in a r  a t  

w h ic h  fu n d e r s  a n d  u s e rs  o f  s e r v ­

ic e s  d e f in e d  th e  is su e s  w h ic h  th e y  

b e lie v e d  im p o r t a n t ,  th e m e  p a p e rs  

w e r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  w o r k s h o p p e d  

a r o u n d  th e  c o u n t r y .  T h e y  w e r e  

b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  r e f in e d ,  r e ­

s h a p e d  a n d  p r i o r i t i s e d  a t  a n  i n ­

te n s e  h a r d - w o r k in g  c o n fe r e n c e  in  

N e ls o n  in  1 9 9 2 .  I n i t i a t i v e s  s e ­
le c te d  f o r  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t  w e r e  a s­

s ig n e d  to  s p o n s o r s ,  w i t h  o n -g o in g  

w o r k  c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  a  v i s i o n  

g r o u p  —  lik e  th e  o r ig in a l  w o r k ­
in g  g r o u p  w h o  d e v e lo p e d  th e  

w h o le  p r o g r a m , r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  

th e  N a t io n a l  L ib r a r y  a n d  N Z L I A .

In  W e l l i n g t o n  th o s e  w o r k in g  

o n  v a r io u s  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  th o s e  

in te r e s te d  w h o  s t i l l  h a d  s ta m in a  

b y  F r id a y  a f t e r n o o n  g a th e r e d  fo r  

a n  u p d a te .  R e p o r t i n g  b a c k  w a s  

b r is k  a n d  e f f ic ie n t ,  c o n v e y in g  th e  

e n e r g y  a n d  e n th u s ia s m  p u t  i n t o  

e f f o r t s  s in c e  1 9 9 2 .  T h e  w h o le  

g r o u p  e n d o r s e d  e f f o r t s  a n d  e n ­

c o u ra g e d  f u r t h e r  w o r k  —  p a r t ic u ­
la r l y  e m p h a s is in g  th e  n e e d  to  g e t  

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  e f f o r t s  o u t  t o  th e  

w i d e r  N Z  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  to  

a v o id  p r o fe s s io n a l  n a v e l-g a z in g .  A  

f i r s t  s t e p  w i l l  b e  t o  i n v o lv e  

fu n d e r s  a n d  u s e rs  a g a in .

A t  5 p m  o n  th e  5 t h  d a y  o f  th e  

c o n fe r e n c e  th e  g r o u p  d e p a r te d  re -  

e N e r g is e d  b y  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  

s u m  o f  a l l  th e  e f f o r t s .  H a v in g  

b e e n  o u t  o f  to u c h  w i t h  e f f o r t s  

s in c e  N e ls o n  in  1 9 9 2  I w a s  m o s t  

im p r e s s e d  w i t h  th e  b r e a d t h  a n d  

d e p th  o f  r e a l ly  p r a c t ic a l  in i t ia t iv e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  to  

p r o v id e  f o r  th e  f u r t h e r  o f  l ib r a r y  

a n d  in f o r m a t io n  s e rv ic e s  in  N e w  

Z e a la n d .

Helen Tait


