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G e t t i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e  o u t
h igh -profile  M ao ri side o f  the team  
at w ork  —  a real cu ltu re -sh arin g  ex­
perience that backfooted  a lot o f  us 
an d  gave us so m e th in g  to th in k  
ab ou t. It w as good  to hear n o n -li­
b rarians supp o rtin g  us from  the po­
d iu m , though  it  w as c lear w e still 
have a lot o f w ork  to do to get the 
m essage o f  o u r p o te n tia l v a lu e  
across. B u t th a t ’s o kay , it does us 
good to be rem inded .

W ellin g to n  served to rem in d  m e 
o f  the w ork  st ill to be done to get 
the m essage o u t. It o ffered  a p er­
sonal o p p o rtun ity  to ‘ re tu rn ’ and  get 
m y  feet w et ( li te r a lly  to o !) , an d  it 
served  as an id ea l o p p o rtu n ity  to 
catch  up w ith  the w inds o f  change. 
A b so lu te ly , p ositively , w orth  it.

W h a t ’s the po in t o f a conference? I 
m ean  —  really? Lots o f  experts hav­
in g  lo ts o f th in gs to say  ab o u t the 
cu ttin g  edge o f the profession? Lots 
o f  lik e -m in d ed  people gath erin g  to ­
geth er ro d igest all th a t ’s new  an d  in 
the news?

W e llin g to n  saw  the jo in ed  forces 
o f  the  tran s-T asm an  in fo rm atio n  
lo rce . Papers, m ee tin gs , book 
launches and  trade exh ib ition s aside, 
the real pow er o f the conference was 
the people. As alw ays, it is the m eet­
ing  o f  in d iv idua ls and  the fo rg ing  o f 
n ew  bonds th a t sets a co n feren ce  
apart and  has the m ost value —  for 
m e, at least.

It w as in te re s t in g  to w atch  the
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Standards and library computer 
applications
O n Friday 30 September in the W ellington Town Hall, fifiy people attended a workshop 
on standards and their place in library automation. The workshop was organised by Stand­
ards Australia Committee IT/19 and was originally planned as a joint undertaking o f the 
standards organisations o f die two countries. The New Zealand organisation was not suffi- 
ciendy advanced to achieve this, so it went ahead as an Australian initiative, in the expecta­
tion that it would generate interest in New Zealand.

There were two Australian speakers —  W arw ick Cathro from the National Library 
(who represents ACLIS on IT/19) and David Gregory from SIRSI, who is ALLAs formal 
representative on die Committee. W arw ick spoke about the work that IT/19 has been 
doing, especially in developing Australian equivalents to die Z39.50 standards for inter­
system searching and the North American ILL, standards. David outlined the benefits to 
systems vendors in participating in these committees, and what the committees gained 
from having the vendors there.

Members of the audience were very interested in the standards process, and indicated 
that there will be a renewed effort to establish a New Zealand counterpart to IT/19.
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THANK YOU
To all the people who, as 
users of the PACC-3 
MONO/COLOUR PHOTO­
COPIER, helped us at 
Wellington when we were 
inundated with librarians 
inpecting the "Complete 
Library Copier."

To discover the benefits of 
the copier that is proving 
such a profitable success 
in e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  
c oun try  library then call or 
fax us as to how you can 
provide a colour service to 
your users and make a 
profit at the same time (or 
just for an information 
leaflet).
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