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P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s :  t r a d i n g  i n  f u t u r e s
D o u g l a s  S a v i g e  su m m a ris e s  the o u tco m e  a n d  points to the w a y  a h e a d

national

The national conference, 
P u b lic  lib ra r ie s :  tr a d in g  in  
fu tu r e s ,  co n ven ed  by 
T ech n ilib  and ALIA  
Public Libraries Section  
(V ictoria G roup), in 

M elb ou rn e 1-3 F ebru
ary, was a great success.

W hile the ideas were 
still at white heat, a small 
group came together as a 
Strategic Planning Forum  
to try to ensure that those 
ideas could be brought to 
fruition. Alan Bundy was 
the facilitator and D o u g 
las Savige (Technilib) was 
recorder, Charles Landry 
from the U K  and Ernie 
D iM attia from the U SA  
were consultants and 
Brian M cK eon was an 
observer on behalf o f  the 
NZLIA.

T h e key issues had  
been id en tified  by the 
C onference. T h e Forum  
urged that action on the 
resolutions o f  the Forum  
w ill have been c o m 
pleted  before the next 
p u b lic  libraries C on feren ce  
Sydn ey in N o vem b er  1995  
that it can con sid er a report on  
what has been achieved.

1 he Forum strongly supported  
a con tin u in g  series o f  public libr
ary conferences on  an approxi
m ately  b ien n ial basis to serve as 
the general focus for national pub
lic library concerns, the m eans for 
m onitorin g  progress o f  public libr
ary d ev elop m en t, and a m ech a
nism  for co n tin u in g  ed u cation  
opportunities in the public library 
industry.

It also encouraged  the ALIA  
Board of E duction to identify the 
co n tin u in g  ed u cation  needs o f  
p ublic library sta ff and stim ulate  
provision o f  courses and other op 
portunities to satisfy those needs.

T h e establishm ent o f  the C u l
tural M inisters’ C ou n cil W orking  
G roup on Libraries, chaired by 
Paul Clarkson (D irector, Arts V ic
toria), was w elcom ed  by the Fo
rum and was also a major factor 
co n tr ib u tin g  to the o u tco m es of 
the Forum . T h e W orking G roup  
had held its inaugural m eeting on  
the day before the C onference.

T h e  Forum  m ade a large

num ber o f  reso lu tion s, each o f  
w hich has a tim e-fram e for co m 
pletion and identifies an organisa

for prom oting and defending A us
tralian public libraries. In particu
lar ALIA sh ou ld  stim u late
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tion or person to carry it through. 
A copy o f  the full record o f  the F o
rum is being sent to organisations 
identified  as having a major inter
est in public libraries.

T h e principal resolu tions are 
sum m arised below:

A . C o m m u n ic a tio n  a n d  
a d v o c a c y
A. 1 Community involvement

R eso lu tion s here were c o n 
cerned w ith  the im portance o f  
p ublic libraries having strategic  
co m m u n ity  and business alliances.

A.2 Federal, State/Territory, 
regional and local netivorks

T h e Forum  urged that the  
C ouncil of Australian State Librar
ians (CASL) reactivate its p ublic  
libraries w ork in g  party and its 
p ublic library statistics w ork ing  
party. C o n sisten t national public  
library statistics and a ten-year sta
tistical database were identified as 
very im portant needs.

A.3 Publicity and public relations 
Public libraries play a critical 

role in develop ing public percep
tions o f  libraries. ACLIS and ALIA  
need to develop specific strategies

inter-sectoral and cross-sectoral 
advocacy w ith in  the profession.

B. Service  a n d  m a rk e tin g
B. 1 Users ’ Bill of Rights

The Forum asked ALLA, to revise 
and update its national public libr
ary standards and encourage their 
use by state and local governments.

B. 2 Access and technology
Access to electronic networks is 

an item o f  the highest priority for 
public libraries. Special efforts are 
needed  to establish  and extend  
public library access to these n et
works, so that 90%  o f  Australia’s 
pop u lation  w o u ld  be served by a 
public library with netw ork access 
by the next C onference.

C. Funding and economics
T he Forum  called for study o f  

alternative and supplem ental sup
port for public libraries, and an in 
vestigation of a co m m on  approach 
to assets valuation issues for public  
libraries. T he Forum  also saw it as 
im portant for case stu d ies to be 
undertaken to d em onstrate the  
practical, social and eco n o m ic  
benefits w h ich  flow  from  the in 
vestm ent in public libraries. ■


