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N e w  l i b r a r y  i n  o l d  s c h o o l
L o is  J e w e l l ,  p r o m o t i o n s  l i b r a r i a n  f o r  t h e  A C T  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e ,  
t a k e s  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  n e w  G r i f f i t h  L i b r a r y
T h e  A C T  L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  is 

c e leb ra tin g  th is m o n th , w ith  
th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  n e w  G r i f ­

f i th  L ib ra ry  in  a fo r m e r  p r im a ry  
sch o o l.

K in g s to n  L ib ra ry , w h ic h  p ro ­
v id e d  p u b lic  lib ra ry  services to  resi­
d en ts  o f  C a n b e r ra ’s in n e r  so u th  fo r  
2 4  yea rs , c losed  la te  in  J u ly  to  p re ­
p are  fo r  th e  lo n g -a w a ite d  re lo c a tio n  
to  a n e w  site. A fte r  m o n th s  o f  p re p a ­
ra t io n  a n d  m u c h  h a rd  w o rk , th e  
n e w  lib ra ry  w as o ff ic ia lly  o p e n e d  b y  
A C T  D e p u ty  C h i e f  M in is te r  a n d  
M in is te r  fo r  U r b a n  S e rv ice s  D a v id  
L a m o n t o n  6  S e p te m b e r.

G r i f f i th  L ib ra ry  h as b e e n  r e lo ­
cated  to  th e  fo rm e r  G r i f f i th  P r im a ry  
S c h o o l, w h ic h  su sp en d ed  o p e ra tio n s  
d u e  to  fa l lin g  s tu d e n t  n u m b e rs  in  
M a rc h  1 9 9 3 .  T h e  ag ein g  d esign  o f  
th e  b u ild in g , b u i lt  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s ,  
p o sed  a c h a llen g e  to  a rch ite c ts  an d  
lib ra ry  s ta f f  w h e n  p la n n in g  its tra n s ­
fo rm a tio n  fro m  p r im a ry  sch o o l to  a 
m o d e rn  p u b lic  lib ra ry .

T h e  re su lt is a w e ll-p la n n e d  
b u ild in g  th a t reflects C a n b e rra ’s lo ­
cal h e ritag e  w h ile  p ro v id in g  c o m p re ­
h e n s iv e  p u b lic  lib ra ry  se rv ices w ith  
an  em p h asis  o n  c o m m u n ity  needs. 

T h ro u g h o u t  th e  p la n n in g  p ro c ­

ess, sa tis fy in g  th e  needs o f th e  lo ca l 
c o m m u n ity  has in flu e n c e d  all d e c i­
sion s, f ro m  s tu d y  fac ilities to  d esign  
o f  th e  l ib r a r y ’s p h y s ic a l e n v i r o n ­
m e n t. T h e  lib ra ry  n o w  h o ld s  a c o l­
lec tio n  o f  4 0  0 0 0  re fe ren ce , fic tio n , 
large  p r in t  a n d  c h ild re n ’s b o o k s  se­
le c te d  fro m  th e  fo r m e r  K in g s to n  
lib ra ry  c o llec tio n s.

T h e  ran g e  o f m ate ria ls  ava ilab le  
has b een  e n h a n c e d  to  p ro v id e  v id ­
eos, c o m p a c t discs a n d  a u d io  b o o k s  
a n d  b y  th e  e n d  o f  1 9 9 4 ,  th e  lib ra ry  
also  w i l l  p ro v id e  m e e tin g -ro o m  fa ­
c ilities fo r  c o m m u n ity  o rg a n isa tio n s . 
T h e  o p e n in g  c e re m o n y  w as an  o p ­
p o r tu n ity  fo r  guests to  to u r  th e  n e w  
fac ilities an d  in sp ect th e  ran g e  o f  re ­
so u rces an d  services p ro v id e d  b y  th e  
A C  L L ib ra ry  S ervice .

In h is in tro d u c tio n , A C T  L ib r­
a ry  S e rv ic e  g en era l m a n a g e r  V ic  
S m o r h u n  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  h a rd  
w o r k  a n d  d e d ic a t io n  o f  a ll lib ra ry  
sta ff in v o lv e d  in  th e  re lo c a tio n  a n d  
o u t lin e d  th e  p ro g ress  o f  th e  re fu r ­
b is h m e n t  p ro je c t . A f t e r  u n v e i lin g  
th e  c o m m e m o ra tiv e  p la q u e  o ff ic ia lly  
o p e n in g  the lib ra ry , M r  L a m o n t in ­
sp e c te d  th e  m o b ile  lib ra ry , w h ic h  
w ill n o w  o p e ra te  f ro m  G r if f i th .

The o p e n in g  is th e  first stage o f  
th e  to ta l r e fu r b is h m e n t .  
W h e n  c o m p le te d , th e  c o m ­
plex w ill p ro v id e  a base fo r  th e  
special services u n it, in c lu d in g  
th e  h o m e  lib ra ry  service, d is­
a b i li ty  se rv ice  u n it  a n d  th e  
m o b ile  lib ra ry .

F or the first tim e, all o f  the  
lib rary ’s Braille co llection w ill be 
b ro u g h t u n d e r o n e  r o o f  fro m  
separate locations in  C a n b erra ’s 
o u ter suburbs. A  b o o k  stack o f  
6 0  0 0 0  vo lum es w ill consolidate  
closed-access collections he ld  in  
vario u s storage facilities and  
these w ill be co m p letely  accessi­
ble th ro u g h  the lib ra ry ’s a u to ­
m ated system  fo r the first tim e.

T h e  site o f th e  fo rm e r  p r i­
m a ry  sch o o l w ill also a c c o m ­
m o d a te  th e  a d m in is t ra t io n ,  
c o lle c tio n  d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  
tec h n ic a l services u n its  o f  th e  
A C T  L ib ra ry  S e iv ic e . W f ie n  
c o m p le te d , th is  p ro je c t  w ill  
see th e  c o n so lid a tio n  o f  lib r ­
a ry  services a n d  resources c u r­
r e n t ly  sp rea d  o v e r  fiv e
d iffe re n t lo ca tio n s . ■

Library officer Ann Bryce selects Braille material, now 
located as a single collection at the Griffith Library
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