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A L I A  t a k e s  
a c c e s s  m e s s a g e  

t o  D e p u t y  
P r i m e  M i n i s t e rV i r g i n i a  W a l s h

E xecu tive D ir e c to r

P r o v id in g  c o m m u n i t y  access  
to  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  ra n g e  o f  
n e tw o rk e d  in fo r m a t io n  w a s  

th e  s u b je c t  o f  a m e e t in g  w i th  
D e p u ty  P r im e  M in is te r  a n d  M i n 
is te r  fo r  H o u s in g  a n d  R e g io n a l  
D e v e lo p m e n t  B ria n  H o w e , h e ld  in  
h is o ff ic e  a t P a r lia m e n t  H o u s e  o n  
2 2  S e p te m b e r .

P re s id e n t  o f  A L I A  B il l  L in -  
k la te r  a n d  I w e re  a b le  to  e m p h a s ise  
th e  ro le  o f  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  in  p r o 
v id in g  an  e x is tin g  n e tw o r k  o f  p r o 
fe s s io n a l ly  s ta f fe d  in f o r m a t io n

c e n tre s  th a t  a re  w e l l - e q u ip p e d  to  
b e c o m e  p r in c ip a l o u t le ts  fo r  c o m 
m u n i t y  access to  in fo r m a t io n .

W e  g a v e  M r  H o w e  w is h  in fo r 
m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  use a n d  fu n d in g  
o f  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s  to  i l lu s t ra te  th a t  
th e s e  o r g a n is a t io n s  d e s e rv e  a 
g re a te r  le v e l o f  G o v e r n m e n t  s u p 
p o r t  in  th e  d e l i v e r y  o f  d ig it is e d ,  
o n - l in e  se rv ic e s  —  e s p e c ia lly  to  re 
m o te  a n d  o th e rw is e  d is a d v a n ta g e d  
c o m m u n it ie s .

M e m b e r  f o r  W e r r i w a  M a r k  
L a th a m , w h o s e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  a n d

s u p p o r t  fo r  p u b lic  l ib r a r ie s  h as  
b e e n  fu r th e r  d e m o n s tr a te d  b y  th e  
e x tr a c ts  f r o m  a n  a r t ic le  h e  w r o t e  
r e c e n t ly  (a n d  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  in  th is  
e d i t io n  o f  in C ite ), a ls o  a t t e n d e d  
th is  m e e t in g . M a r k  e m p h a t i c a l ly  
s ta te d  th e  n e e d  fo r  s p e c i f ic a lly - ta r 
g e te d  F e d e ra l G o v e r n m e n t  f u n d 
in g  f o r  lib r a r ie s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  
th e  in v o lv e m e n t  o f  M in is te r s  fo r  
C o m m u n ic a t i o n  a n d  th e  A r t s  
M ic h a e l L ee, S o c ia l S e c u r i ty  P e te r  
B a ld w in , C h a i r m a n  o f  th e  R e 
g io n a l D e v e lo p m e n t  T a s k  F o rc e  
B ill K e l t y  a n d  M r  H o w e  in  a d 
d re s s in g  p u b lic  p o lic y  issues a sso 
c ia te d  w i th  e n s u r in g  c o m m u n i t y  
access to  in fo r m a t io n .

M r  H o w e , w h o  c le a r ly  h a d  
g iv e n  th e s e  m a t te r s  t h o u g h t f u l  
c o n s id e r a t io n ,  w a s  v e r y  re c e p t iv e  
to  b o th  p r o p o s i t io n s .  T h e  d e v e l
o p m e n t  o f  an  o u tc o m e - o r ie n ta te d  
in fo r m a t io n  p o l ic y  is b a c k  u n d e r  
c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  s e n io r  G o v e r n 
m e n t  p la y e rs .

D u r in g  o u r  m e e t in g , w e  w e re  
ab le  to  d isc u ss  th e  p ro g re s s  b e in g  
m a d e  w ith  p i lo t  c o m m u n i t y  access  
p ro je c ts  b e in g  c o n d u c te d  in  N e w 
castle , C a n b e r ra  a n d  Ip s w ic h  —  all 
o l  w h ic h  a re  lib ra ry -b a s e d .

B il l  L in k la te r  w a s  a b le  to  re 
c o u n t  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  c o 
o r d in a t in g  th e  N e w c a s t le  p r o je c t  
a n d  th e re  w a s  g e n e r a l a g re e m e n t  
th a t  su c h  e x e rc is e s  a re  p r o d u c in g  
m o d e ls  o f  b e s t p ra c t ic e  th a t  w i l l  be  
in v a lu a b le  in  th e  e v o lu t i o n  o f  
w id e s p re a d  o n - l in e  c o m m u n i t y  a c 
cess p ro g ra m s . W e  w i l l  b e  fo l lo w 
in g  u p  p r o s p e c ts  f o r  d i r e c t  
G o v e r n m e n t  a s s is ta n c e  w i th  M r  
H o w e  a n d  M r  L a th a m .

A  s m a ll A L I A  d e le g a t io n  w i l l  
b e  m a k in g  a p re s e n ta t io n  o n  th ese  
issues o n  1 2  O c to b e r  to  th e  A L P  
C a u c u s  C o m m it t e e  o n  H o u s in g  
a n d  R e g io n a l D e v e lo p m e n t ,  w h ic h  
c o m p ris e s  2 2  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r l ia 
m e n t. O u r  a im  is to  g e n e ra te  th e  
b ro a d e s t  b ase  o f  s u p p o r t  fo r  l i b r 
a ry -b a s e d  c o m m u n i ty  access to  o n 
lin e  in fo r m a t io n  p ro g ra m s  w i th in  
th e  ra n k s  o f  th e  G o v e r n m e n t .  ■

S u m m a r y  o f  p o i n t s  m a d e  
d u r i n g  m e e t i n g  w i t h  M r  H o w e
• Library and information profes

sionals are key stakeholders in the 
development of Australia’s infor
mation infrastructure.

• Co-operative ventures involving 
all spheres of government, busi
ness and the community are re
quired to shape the development 
of the information infrastructure.

• The current direction of converg
ing technologies carries the risk 
that many Australians will be 
denied access to information 
resources available through net
works.

• Public libraries provide an exist
ing network of public access 
venues which have the profes
sional expertise to provide access 
to networked information.

» Government financial assistance 
is required to ensure that public 
libraries can provide access to 
information to ail Australians.

• Government must ensure that the 
distribution of funds is provided 
on an equitable basis, particularly 
to remote and socially disadvan
taged areas.

• Steps must be taken to develop a 
comprehensive information policy 
because public policy lags behind 
the development of the informa
tion infrastructure.

• The Federal Government should 
provide government information

through the network with access 
points at every public library.

• Universities, where networking 
activities are well advanced, 
should be encouraged to support 
local networking activities in their 
communities.

• The Government should support 
the growth of 'information lit
eracy' in the community by assist
ing the existing and future 
activities of public libraries in this 
task.

• The Government should encour
age the development of commu
nity networked information 
services which permit access to 
information and the exchange of 
information between individuals 
and groups in local, state and 
international communities.

• The principal aim of Government 
should be to determine public 
interest outcomes rather than 
support particular technologies as 
a means of delivering those out
comes.

• In developing the concept of 
community access to networked 
information through public librar
ies, the principle of free access 
must be maintained so that disad
vantaged groups, demonstrably 
high users of public libraries, will 
not be discriminated against to 
the benefit of the economically 
and culturally privileged.


