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S p o r t s w o m e n  o f  

A u s t r a l i a
The G om e is up !— an educational resource kit 
from the NFS A

The National Film and Sound  
Archive has just released a 
new kit, T h e  G a m e is up!, as 
a resource for senior, secondary and 
tertiary students. T he kit consists o f  
a video and an explanatory booklet. 

T h e material follows the evolution  
o f  Australian w om en in sport, from  
being spectators and trophy-givers in 
1896 to their participation in team  
sports such as cricket and hockey at 
the start o f  this century, and then to 
becom ing O lym p ic medallists and 
national heroes by the 1950s.

T h e video show s m ore than 50  
m in u tes o f  film  from  vintage  
newsreels, h om e m ovies, advertise
m ents and feature film  footage  
held in the A rch ive’s co llec tion . 
T h e material includes married la
dies and single ladies foot races at

a work p icnic in 1908; ch ildren’s 
callisthenics at the H obart Carni
val in 1910; the first national 
w o m e n ’s ath letic  carnival from  
1933; w artim e w om en  lifesavers; 
A ustralia’s first sw im m in g  gold  
m edallist from  the 19 1 2  O ly m 
pics, Fanny D u rack  (still sw im 
m ing for health in 1948); and the 
em ergence o f  the legendary careers 
o f  M arjorie Jackson and Shirley  
Strickland at the Em pire G am es in 
Auckland in 1950.

And o f  course, D aw n Fraser, 
w h o ‘m ore than any other o f  our 
O lym pic cham pions is remembered 
with a devotion that verges on na
tional adoration’ and w ho is still the 
only  Australian sw im m ing O lym 
pian to have won G old for the same 
event (100 metres freestyle) in three

successive games. She is seen here af
ter setting a new world record for 
the 100 metres freestyle in February 
195 6— a record that she was to 
break ten tim es m ore during the 
next eight years.

A u s t r a l i a n  s k i e s  f o r  a l l
A  n e w  p o p u la r  b o o k  on the stars co m b in e s  e le g a n t d e s ig n  w ith  a  pra ctica l g u id e  to 
o b s e rv a tio n  in both  h e m isph eres

I t is no surprise to find that a 
Reader’s D igest book is beau
tifu lly  produced and lavishly  
illustrated . R obin K errod’s T h e  
S ta r  G u id e — lea rn  h o w  to re a d  th e  
n ig h t  sky  s ta r  by s ta r  (Reader’s D i

gest, Sydn ey, 1993 . RRP $ 35 . 
ISB N  0 8 6 4 3 8  569  2) is a m odel 
o f  its kind. Every page carries full- 
colour photographs, charts or dia
gram s. For go o d  m easure, a 
Planisphere o f  the southern h em i
sphere is slipped into a pocket in 
the back cover, providing a map o f

the heavens prin ted on strong  
plastic that you  can dial to a spe
cific tim e in any week o f  the year.

T h e  author is a F ellow  o f  the 
Royal A stronom ical Society and a 
pro lific  writer on  astronom ical 
m atters. H e has p roduced  a text 
w h ich  com b in es accuracy w ith  
great clarity. T h e  m ain ‘text 
spreads’ in the book deal w ith  o b 
servation and practical astronom y. 
I f  you  need m ore inform ation on  
any top ic, each chapter has a 
num ber o f  ‘reference spreads’

w h ich  are ind icated  by icons on  
the observation  pages. T h e b ook  
proceeds from  the m ore general to 
the m ore detailed, so that it is easy 
to work through it, learning m ore 
about astronom y as you go.

T his is a superb reference book  
w ith  its star charts. It w ould also 
be just the th ing to excite you n g  
people in this absorbing science, or 
as the basis for a fam ily or school 
project. (R eview  cop y  from  the  
distributor, H odder H eadline A us
tralia, fax (02) 6 8 4  4 9 4 2 ).
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