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Our electronic publishing ventui
Peter Clayton , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a n b e r r a

I t ’s n o w  o v e r  th re e  y ea rs  s in ce  
A L I A  Press b eg an  its firs t  v e n ­
tu re  in  e le c t ro n ic  p u b lis h in g ,  

Bibliographies on disk.
T h e  id ea  w as s im p le  en o u g h : in ­

stead  o f  p r in t in g  a sm a ll n u m b e r  o f  
c o p ies  o f  sp ec ia lis t b ib lio g ra p h ie s ,  
fo r  w h ic h  d e m a n d  w i l l  a lw a ys  b e  
s m a ll, w h y  n o t  p ro d u c e  th e m  ‘o n  
d e m a n d ’ o n  c o m p u te r  f lo p p y  disks?

T h a t  w as th e  p ro p o s a l a t r io  
f ro m  th e  L ib ra ry  a n d  I n fo rm a t io n  
S tu d ies  P ro g ra m  at th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
C a n b e rra  lib ra ry  p u t to  A L I A  Press. 
S o , has it w o rk ed ?

F o r a s ta rt, it h a s n ’t tu rn e d  o u t  
to  be a q u ic k  w a y  to  m ak e  a fo r tu n e .  
Sales o f  th e  e ig h t b ib lio g ra p h ie s  so  
fa r p ro d u c e d  h av e  b e e n  s te a d y  b u t

sm a ll, a n d  w ith  each  b ib lio g ra p h y  
c o s t in g  $ 6 0  ( $ 5 0  i f  p u rc h a s e d  o n  
s ta n d in g  o rd e r)  o n ly  n o w  is th e  
p ro je c t c le a rly  in  th e  b lack .

T o p  sellers are  th e  m o st re ce n tly  
p u b lis h e d  b ib lio g ra p h y , M a x in e  
C o m b r id g e ’s Violence A gainst A b o ­
rig in a l a n d  Islander Women , an d  o n e  
f ro m  1 9 9 2 ,  J o a n  J e n s e n ’s A ustralian  
Tertiary Libraries.

It seem s lik e ly  th a t so m e  o f  th e  
o th e r  tit le s  su ch  as K a th  M c L e a n ’s 
b ib lio g ra p h y  o f  T a s m a n ia n  p o e t  
G w e n  H a rw o o d  n e e d  to  be m o re  
w id e ly  p u b lic ised .

T h e  th re e  ed ito rs  w o r k  o n  each  
b ib lio g ra p h y . P e te r  B isk u p  a n d  P e­
te r  C la y to n  a c tiv e ly  seek n e w  p ro ­
p o sa ls , w i th  P e te r  B is k u p  th e n

resp o n sib le  fo r  e n su rin g  th e  b ib lio g ­
ra p h ie s  reach  a u n i fo r m ly  h ig h  
s tan d ard .

S u san  M a c D o u g a ll p rep a res  th e  
d isk , in  th re e  fo rm a ts : M ic r o s o ft  
W o r d  fo r  M S -D O S , A S C I I  fo r  M S -  
D O S , a n d  M ic ro s o ft  W o r d  fo r  
M a c in to s h . P e te r C la y to n  th e n  p ro ­
d u ce s  p r in te d  m a te r ia l to  a c c o m ­
p a n y  each  d isk  in  a fo ld e r, so lib ra ry  
read ers can  d ec id e  i f  th e  b ib lio g ra ­
p h y  is w h a t  th e y ’re lo o k in g  fo r.

P e te r a lso  p rep a res  a n d  d is t r ib ­
utes p u b lic ity  m a te ria l, w h ile  Su san  
d u p lica tes  th e  d isks an d  h a n d le s  o r ­
d e r  fu lf i lm e n t  a n d  a c c o u n ts . T h e  
ed ito rs  say  th a t sh a rin g  th e  w o rk  th is  
w a y  has h a d  m a n y  ad van tag es, espe­
c ia lly  sin c e  it has h a d  to  b e  f i t te d

W a n t e d :  t o p  u n i  t e a c h e r s  
f o r  $ 2 5  O O O  f e l l o w s h i p s
I f  y o u ’re  a to p - f l ig h t  p ra c t is in g  

u n iv e r s i ty  te a c h e r  a n d  w o u ld  
lik e  to  l i t e r a l ly  b r o a d e n  y o u r  

h o r iz o n s , th e  N a t io n a l  T e a c h in g  
F e llo w s h ip s  m a y  b e  r ig h t  u p  y o u r  
s tre e t.

F u n d e d  b y  th e  F e d e ra l G o v ­
e r n m e n t  th r o u g h  th e  C o m m it t e e  
fo r  th e  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  U n iv e r s i ty  
T e a c h in g , th e  u n s p e c ifie d  n u m b e r  
o f  fe l lo w s h ip s  a re  w o r t h  u p  to

$ 2 5  0 0 0  each  a n d  a re  a w a rd e d  in  
re c o g n it io n  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  c o n t r i ­
b u t io n s  to  te a c h in g  a n d  le a r n in g  
in  A u s tr a l ia n  u n iv e rs it ie s .

T h e  a im  o f  th e  f e l lo w s h ip s  is 
to  e n h a n c e  t h e  t e a c h in g  a n d  
le a r n i n g  s k i l l s  o f  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  
a p p l i c a n t s  b y  a l lo w in g  t h e m  to  
p la n  a n d  u n d e r t a k e  a d o m e s t ic  
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  
f o c u s s in g  o n  b e s t  p r a c t ic e .  O n

r e t u r n ,  th e y  w i l l  b e  e x p e c te d  to  
s h a r e  t h e i r  n e w  k n o w le d g e  
t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  d i s s e m in a t io n  
a c t iv i t ie s .

T h e  f e l lo w s h ip s  a re  c o m p e t i ­
t iv e  a n d  n e e d  th e  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  
a p p l i c a n t s ’ v i c e - c h a n c e l lo r s .  I f  
y o u ’ re  in te r e s te d ,  ta k e  y o u r  f i r s t  
s te p s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  u n i v e r s i t y .  
B u t r e m e m b e r ,  a p p lic a t io n s  c lo s e  
o n  2 3  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 9 4 .

V i t a l  l i n k  c h a n g e s
C h i l d r e n s  A n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  S e c t i o n
N a tio n a l g ro u p  c o n ta c t: M s  S u e  P a rk in s o n , P u b lic  
L ib raries D iv is io n , S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  N e w  S o u th  W a le s , 
M a c q u a rie  S tre e t, S y d n e y  N S W  2 0 0 0 ,
P h : ( 0 2 )  2 3 0  1 5 2 3  Fax: ( 0 2 )  2 3 0  1 6 1 5

G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l
Vice-President: M s J a n  G a e b le r , L ib ra ria n , Bank S A ,  
G P O  B o x  3 9 9 ,  A d e la id e  S A  5 0 0 0

A C T  B r a n c h
P re s id e n t : M s  L in d a  O ’B rie n , P h : (0 6 )  2 0 1  5 0 0 4  
S e c re ta ry : M s  S u e  B ru d e n a ll, M e n z ie s  B u ild in g  L ib ra ry ,  
A u s tra lia n  N a tio n a l U n iversity ', C a n b e rra  A C T  0 2 0 0

Q L D  B r a n c h
S e c re ta ry : M s  Ja n  M c N ic o l, L ib ra ry  &  In fo rm a tio n  
M a n a g e m e n t S e rv ice , G P O  B o x  1 3 4 ,  B risb an e  Q L D  
4 0 0 1

M i d  N o r t h  C o a s t
President: M r  S h a w n  L eary , Fax: ( 0 6 5 )  8 4  1 4 6 1

E d u c a t i o n  F o r  L i b r a r y  &  I n f o r m a t i o n  
S e r v i c e s
N SW  Contact
M r  P e te r S m ith ,
P h: (0 2 )  4 1 3  0 9 0 0  Fax: ( 0 2 )  4 1 9  5 2 7 2

A L I A  B r a n c h  L o c a l  O f f i c e s
T h e re  is n o o n e  in  th is  p o s it io n  a t p resen t.

Q u e e n s l a n d  B r a n c h  N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r
M s  Ja n e  E d in g er, Kinhill Cameron McNamara,
P O  B ox  1 1 9 7 ,  M i lto n  Q L D  4 0 6 4

P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s  S e c t i o n
Q u e e n s la n d  S e c tio n  is a c tin g  as N a tio n a l S e c tio n
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w it's going and 
where it's going

n to  scarce a n d  va lu a b le  sp are  tim e. 
M) fa r th e y 'v e  h a d  n o  d isag reem en ts!

W h e r e  to  n ex t fo r  Bibliographies 
m diski T h e re ’s an  o b v io u s  n eed  fo r  
;om e d ire c to ry -ty p e  in fo rm a t io n  to  
3e m a d e  a v a i la b le  in  th is  w a y  —  
perhaps Directories on Disk.

In th e  lo n g e r  te rm , f lo p p y  d isks 
v i l l  in e v ita b ly  g iv e  w a y  to  C D -  
R O M , b u t  th e  b ib lio g ra p h ie s  a re  
:oo  s m a ll to  f ill a C D - R O M  o n  
;h e ir o w n  a n d  w o u ld  n e e d  to  be  
:o m b in e d  p e rh a p s  w ith  o th e r  A L IA  
databases, w h e n  these a re  d e v e lo p e d .

A n o th e r  a v e n u e  is to  d a tab ases  
3n file  se rve rs  ava ila b le  o v e r  a n e t­
w ork , w h ic h  raises q u es tio n s o l  cost 
•e c o v e ry  a n d  e le c t ro n ic  c o p y r ig h t .

A  r e c e n t  a r t ic le  in  Q u e e n s ­
la n d  s Su n d ay M a i l  accused  
M o u n t  Isa d e te c t iv e s  o f  

sc a n n in g  th e  lo c a l p u b lic  l ib r a r y ’s 
re c o rd s  to  o b ta in  th e  n a m e s  a n d  
add resses o f  p e o p le  w h o  h a d  ta k e n  
Dut b o o k s  o n  S a ta n is m  a n d  w i tc h -  
: r a f t .

P o lic e  la te r  sa id  in  a le t t e r  to  
th e  n e w s p a p e r  th a t  t h e y  d id  ask  
the l ib ra ry  h o w  th e y  c o u ld  o b ta in  
i  lis t  o f  su c h  p e o p le  as p a r t  o f  an  
in v e s t ig a t io n  in  a h o u se  b re a k - in ,  
w h e re  a s a ta n ic  s ig n  h a d  b e e n  
d ra w n  in  th e  h a l lw a y . T h e y  h a d  
a e en  re fe r re d  to  th e  lo c a l c o u n c il  
a u t h a d  th e n  d e c id e d  n o t  to  p u r ­
sue th is  l in e  o f  q u e s t io n in g ,  a l­
th o u g h  n o  re a s o n  w a s  g iv e n  fo r  
th is d e c is io n .

M e a n w h ile , b ib lio g ra p h ies  w ill so o n  
also be a va ilab le  in  e ith e r  In m a g ic  o r  
P ro C ite  fo rm a t o n  a tria l basis.

T h e  la test Bibliography on disk is 
to  be la u n c h e d  a t th e  1 9 9 4  A L IA 7  
N Z L L A  J o in t  C o n fe re n c e  in  W e l ­
lin g to n : M o ira  B ry a n t ’s The A ustra l­
ian guide to consum er health  
inform ation 1 9 9 4 .

P rin t  (A L I A  Press) a n d  e le c ­
tro n ic  v e rs io n s  o f  th is  w ill  be p u b ­
lish e d  s im u lta n e o u s ly , so  th a t  
g e n e ra l p ra c t it io n e rs  an d  o th e r  
h e a lth  care p ro fessio n a ls  w ill be ab le  
to  ch o o se  th e  fo rm a t th a t best m eets  
th e ir  n eed s a n d  th e  e le c tro n ic  v e r ­
s io n  w ill b e  ab le  to  b e  u p d a ted  a n ­
n u a lly  at m in im a l cost.

It is u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  th e  L i­
b ra r ie s  B o a r d  o f  Q u e e n s la n d  w i l l  
b e  lo o k in g  i n t o  th e  m a t t e r  f u r ­
t h e r .  B u t  th e  q u e s t i o n  r e m a in s :  
a re  in q u i r ie s  o f  th is  n a tu r e  in  th e  
p u b lic  in te r e s t ;  to  w h a t  e x te n t  d o  
t h e y  i n f r i n g e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s 
r i g h t  to  p r i v a c y ;  a n d  to  w h a t  
o t h e r  u s e s  w i l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  
p u t  o n c e  a p a r t i c u la r  in v e s t ig a ­
t io n  is c o m p le te d ?

A n  in d iv id u a l m a y  h a v e  an  a ca ­
d e m ic  o r  g e n e r a l in te r e s t  in  C h e  
G u e v a r a ’s G u e rr i l la  w a rfa re , o r  
A d o l f  H i k e r ’s M e in  k a m p f  T h e  
in te re s t  m a y  e v e n  b e  s in is te r . B u t  
s h o u ld  th e  p u b lic  in te r e s t  ta k e  
p re c e d e n c e  o v e r  th a t  in d iv id u a l ’s 
c iv i l l ib e r t y  r ig h ts  o f  p r iv a c y  a n d  
c o n f id e n t ia li ty ?

ALIA welcomes 
new members
W e w elcom e the follow ing  
new members who joined the 
A ssociation in August and 
hope that they will speedily be­
come involved in our activities:
N e w  A s s o c i a t e s  
Diana Barrett 
Kerry D oblo  
Mark Gilbert 
Giles Martin 
Julie McClelland 
James Packer 
Phyl W illiam son  
Zita Youens
N e w  T e c h n c i a n s  
Georgina Vandenberg 
Anne W ood
M e m b e r s
Young Ahn 
Kutira Bandte 
Carey Benier 
Saxon Brenton 
Rozel Brown 
N hon Dang  
Margaret Drury 
Carol Ely 
Robyne Flippence 
Somsri Henderson 
Anna Holasek 
Nhan Le 
Collett Orchard 
Rosemary Peck 
Yuan Peng 
Jacqualine Poole 
Natalie Radomski 
Prakash Reddappa 
Craig Smith 
Lynnette Taylor 
Elizabeth W alkley

I n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ?
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