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P r e s s in g  n e e d  f o r  o ld  
n e w s p a p e r s

M u ch  o f  A u s tr a l ia ’s h is to ry  
is o n ly  r e c o r d e d  in  its  
n e w s p a p e rs ,  y e t  m a n y  

e a r ly ,  s m a ll o r  lo c a l p a p e rs  h a v e  
n o t  s u r v iv e d  in  o u r  lib r a r ie s ,  o r  
o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f  issues ex ist.

F o r  e x a m p le , o n ly  fo u r  issu es  
o f  The English a n d  Chinese A d v e r
tiser a re  k n o w n  to  h a v e  s u rv iv e d .  
T h is  fa s c in a t in g  n e w s p a p e r  w a s  
p r in t e d  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  g o ld  
ru sh es in  B a lla ra t. T h e re  m ig h t  b e

o th e r  u n re c o rd e d  issues o u t  in  th e  
c o m m u n ity .

A u s tr a l ia ’s lib ra r ie s  a re  w o r k in g  
to  f in d  n e w s p a p e rs  lik e  th is  th a t  
m a y  b e  m is s in g  fro m  th e ir  c o lle c 
t io n s . Y o u  m a y  h a v e  in fo r m a t io n  
th a t  c o u ld  le a d  to  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  
s o m e  o f  th e se  n e w sp a p e rs .

T h e  N a t io n a l P la n  fo r  A u s t r a l
ia n  N e w s p a p e rs  a im s  to  g iv e  a ll 
A u s tr a l ia n s  access to  th e  n a t i o n ’s 
rich  n e w s p a p e r  h e rita g e . It is a c o 
o p e r a t iv e  in i t ia t iv e  o f  a ll s e v e n

S ta te  L ib ra r ie s  a n d  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
L ib r a r y  o f  A u s tra l ia .

T h e  S t a t e  L ib r a r y  o f  S o u t h  
A u s t r a l ia ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  C o u n 
c il o f  A u s t r a l ia n  S ta te  L ib ra r ie s , is 
c o - o r d in a t i n g  th e  p la n  in  c o - o p 
e r a t io n  w i t h  th e  N a t io n a l  P re s e r 
v a t i o n  O f f i c e  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  
L ib ra ry .  T h e  g o a ls  o f  th e  p la n  a re  
to  lo c a te ,  a c q u i r e ,  p r e s e r v e  a n d  
m a k e  a c c e s s ib le  a ll n e w s p a p e rs  
e v e r  p u b lis h e d  in  A u s tra l ia .

E a c h  s ta te  l ib r a r y  
is a s s u m in g  p r i m a r y  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e  
n e w s p a p e r s  p u b 
l i s h e d  in  t h a t  s ta te .  
T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o th e r  
l i b r a r i e s  a n d  o f  th e  
c o m m u n i t y  is b e in g  
s o u g h t  to  f in d  m is s 
in g  issu es o f  A u s t r a l 
ia n  n e w s p a p e rs .

A  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  
o f  s ta te  l ib r a r i e s  r e 
v e a le d  g a p s  in  a t  
le a s t  1 6 4  n e w s p a p e rs  
p r in t e d  in  A u s tr a l ia .  
M o s t  g a p s  d a te  f r o m  
th e  1 8 0 0 s  b u t  s o m e  
a re  as r e c e n t  as 
1 9 5 6 .

T h e  s t r a t e g i e s  
S ta te  lib ra r ie s  a re  g iv 
in g  p r io r i t y  to  id e n t i 
f y in g ,  lo c a t in g  a n d  
c o lle c t in g  m iss in g  is 
su es  o f  n e w sp a p e rs .

S in c e  n e w s p r in t  is 
fra g i le , th ese  lib ra rie s  
a lso  h a v e  p ro g ra m s  in  
m i c r o f i lm  n e w s p a 
p e rs  to  e n s u re  th e ir  
c o n t e n t  is p re s e rv e d  
a n d  to  e n a b le  c o p ie s  
to  b e  m a d e  w i t h o u t  

d a m a g in g  th e  o r ig in a ls .
T h e  re c o rd  o f  A u s t r a l ia ’s n e w s 

p a p e rs  o n  th e  n a t io n a l  b i b l i o 
g r a p h ic  d a ta b a s e  is s u r p r i s in g ly  
in c o m p le te . N P L A N  a im s to  c a ta 
lo g u e  a ll n e w s p a p e rs  o n to  th e  A u s 
t r a l i a n  b ib l io g r a p h ic  N e tw o r k ,  
th u s  m a k in g  access to  n e w sp a p e rs  
a v a i la b le  th r o u g h  a n  in te g r a te d  
o n l in e  d a ta b a s e  w i d e ly  a v a i la b le  
n a t io n a lly .

F a m ily  a n d  lo c a l h is to r ia n s  an d  
o t h e r  re s e a rc h e r s  w i l l  b e  a b le  to

u se  th e  d a ta b a s e  to  f in d  a w id e r  
ra n g e  o f  n e w s p a p e r  s o u rc e s , s o m e  
h i th e r to  u n k n o w n .

C o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  
M is s in g  n e w s p a p e rs  m a y  b e  s to re d  
in  p r iv a te  h o m e s , c o m m u n i t y  o r 
g a n is a t io n s , n e w s p a p e r  o ff ic e s  a n d  
lo c a l a u th o r it ie s .  L ib ra r ie s  a re  es
p e c ia lly  k e e n  to  lo c a te  n e w s p a p e rs  
r e f le c t in g  A u s t r a l i a ’s c u l t u r a l  d i 
v e rs i ty , w r i t t e n  in  E n g lish  o r  o th e r  
la n g u a g es .

C o n t a c t  y o u r  s ta te  l i b r a r y  i f  
y o u  th in k  y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  to  f in d  
u n re c o rd e d  tit le s  o r  m is s in g  issues  
o f  n e w s p a p e rs .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n  issu e  o f  a n e w s 
p a p e r  y o u r  s ta te  o f  t e r r i t o r y  l ib ra ry  
is se e k in g  a n d  y o u  d o n a te  it  to  th e  
l ib r a r y ’s c o lle c t io n , th e  l ib r a r y  w i ll  
g iv e  y o u  a c o p y  o f  th e  o r ig in a l is 
y o u  w is h .

I f  y o u  w a n t  to  re ta in  y o u r  
o r ig in a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  th e  l ib r a r y  
w o u ld  b e  g ra te fu l fo r  th e  o p p o r tu 
n i ty  to  m a k e  a c o p y  to  ad d  to  its 
c o lle c t io n .

T h e s e  a re  s o m e  o f  th e  n e w s p a 
p e rs  fo r  w h ic h  s ta te  lib ra r ie s  w o u ld  
lik e  to  f in d  m is s in g  issues.

Bendigo Advertiser 1 8 5 3 —1 8 5 6  (Vic) 
Bulong Bulleting an d  M ining Register 
1 8 9 0 s  (W A )
Catholic S tan dard  (H ob art) 1 9 3 7 -
1 9 4 0  (Tas)
D aily Com m ercial Advertiser and. 
Shipping List 1 8 9 1  (N S W )
The English a n d  Chinese Advertiser.; 
Ballarat 1 8 5 6 - 1 8 5 8  (Vic)
Muon Times 1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 6  (Tas) 
Illustrated Adelaide Post A n y  after 
1 8 7 4  (SA)
N ord  Ausralische Zeitung  1 8 7 5 — 
1 9 3 9  (Q ld)
Northern Standard  1 9 3 4  (N T ) 
Palm er Chronicle 1 8 7 0 s  (Q ld)
Swan River Guardian  1 8 3 6  (W A )  
Truth (Adelaide E dition) A n y  before
1 9 4 1  (SA)
U ralla Times 1 8 8 0 ,  1 9 0 1 - 1 9 0 3 ,  
1 9 0 7 - 1 9 5 6  (N SV O

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  
th e  n e w s p a p e r  p la n , o r  to  d iscu ss  
n e w s p a p e rs  y o u  h a v e , c o n ta c t  
N P L A N  C o n v e n e r  E liz a b e th  H o  
at th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  S o u th  A u s 
t r a l i a  o n  ( 0 8 )  2 0 7  7 3 4 7  o r  fax
( 0 8 )  2 0 7  7 3 5 1 ,  o r  th e  re p re s e n ta 
t iv e  a t y o u r  s ta te  l ib ra ry .
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