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S tro n ge r libraries 
claim  on com pulsory
com petitive  ten de rin g

Co m p u ls o ry  c o m p e t it iv e  
te n d e r in g  (C C T )  an d  th e  
s t r u c tu r a l  re fo rm  o f  lo ca l 

g o v e rn m e n t w il l  m ean  s tro n g e r l i 
b ra r ie s  th ro u g h o u t  V ic to r ia ,  a c 
c o rd in g  to S ta te  D irec to r o f  L ocal 
G o v e rn m e n t Y eh u d i B lach er.

M r  B la c h e r  w as a d d re s s in g  a 
recen t s ta tew id e  se m in a r  for V ic to 
r ian  p u b lic  lib ra r ie s , o rg an ised  by  
th e  V ic to r ia n  G o v e rn m e n t ’s O f
fice o f  L ib ra ry  S erv ices .

M o re  th an  o ne  h u n d re d  rep re 
s e n ta t iv e s  o f  p u b lic  l ib ra r ie s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta te  a t te n d ed  the 
se m in a r , h e ld  a t the  R o ya l E x h ib i
t io n  B u ild in g s  in  M e lb o u rn e  on 
1 5 -1 6  A u gu st 1 9 9 4 .

A  h ig h lig h t  of th e  se m in a r  w as 
the  la u n c h  o f  tw o  p u b lic a tio n s , A 
g u id e  to com pu lsory  com p et it iv e  ten 
d e r in g  f o r  p u b li c  lib raries  an d  M u
n ic ip a l r e s tru c tu r in g : ch eck list o f  
action s to fa c i l i ta t e  p u b li c  lib rary in 
vo lvem en t.

These w ere  p ro d u ced  b y  V ic to 
r ia ’s O ffice  o f  L ib ra ry  S erv ice s to 
ass is t lo c a l c o m m iss io n e rs , c o u n 
c illo rs , se n io r  m u n ic ip a l m an ag ers  
an d  lib ra r ian s  as th ey  m o ve to w ard  
im p le m e n t in g  c o m p u ls o ry  c o m 
p e tit iv e  te n d e r in g  in  lib ra r ie s .

M r  B la c h e r  sa id  c o m p u ls o ry

c o m p e t it iv e  te n d e r in g  w as th e  s in 
g le  m o st im p o r ta n t  e le m e n t in  the  
V ic to r ia n  G o v e rn m e n t ’s re fo rm  
p ro g ram  to im p ro v e  the  e ff ic ien cy  
a n d  e ffe c t iv e n e s s  o f  a ll c o u n c il 
se rv ice , in c lu d in g  l ib ra r y  serv ices.

In  h is fo rew o rd  to The g u id e  to 
com p u lso r y  c o m p e t it iv e  t en d e r in g  
P re s id e n t o f  th e  L ib ra r ie s  B o ard  o f  
V ic to r ia , th e  R ev  D r Jo h n  S co tt, 
s a id  p u b lic  l ib r a r y  se rv ic es  a v a i l 
ab le  to  a ll V ic to r ian s  w ere  an  in te 
g ra l p a r t  o f  e v e ry  lo c a l 
c o m m u n ity .

H e  sa id : ‘ I f  ta c k le d  c o n s tru c 
t iv e ly  th e  in tro d u c t io n  o f  c o m p u l
so ry  c o m p e tit iv e  te n d e r in g  an d  the  
p re se n t  m u n ic ip a l  r e s t ru c tu r in g  
p ro cess c o u ld  p ro v id e  an o p p o rtu 
n ity  to s tre n g th en  an d  fu rth er d e 
v e lo p  th e  p ro v is io n  o f q u a l i t y  
l ib ra r y  serv ices acro ss V ic to r ia .

A c c o rd in g  to D r S co tt, V ic to 
r ia  is d e v e lo p in g  a f irs t-c la ss  n e t 
w o rk  o f  lib ra r ie s  w e ll ab le  to m eet 
th e  in fo rm a t io n , e d u c a t io n , c u l 
tu r a l an d  le isu re  n eed s o f  th e  
w h o le  c o m m u n ity .

H e ad d e d : ‘ It is im p o r ta n t  to  
e n su re  th a t th is  n e tw o rk  is m a in 
ta in e d  an d  fu r th e r  d e v e lo p e d  as 
p a r t  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  m u n ic ip a l re 
s t ru c tu r in g  p ro ce ss .’

C h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o f
f ice r o f  th e  C it y  o f  M e l
b o u rn e  E liz ab e th
P ro u s t, w h o  d e liv e re d  
th e  s e m in a r ’s o p e n in g  
ad d ress , o u t lin e d  recen t 
d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  th e  
c ity , in c lu d in g  its d e c i
sio n  to ach ieve  one h u n 
d red  p er c en t te n d e r in g  
o f  serv ices w ith in  12 to 
18 m o n th s .

M rs  P ro u s t sa id  
M e lb o u rn e  p re fe rred  a 
c o -o p e ra t iv e  re g io n a l 
se rv ice  a rran g e m e n t for 
lib ra r y  serv ices . D iscu s
s io n s  w ith  th e  n e ig h 
b o u r in g  C it y  o f  Y arra
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h ad  in d ic a te d  th a t  su ch  an  a r 
ran g em en t c o u ld  re su lt in  sav in gs 
o f  ab o u t $ 1 m illio n .

A n o th e r  h ig h lig h t  o f  th e  tw o - 
d a y  s e m in a r  w as th e  te le p h o n e  
l in k -u p  to  th e  U K , w h ic h  p ro 
v id ed  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  for co n fer
ence  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to h ea r f irs t-h an d  
th a t c o u n t r y ’s e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  
C C T .

D ire c to r  o f  A rts an d  L ib ra r ie s  
fo r th e  B o ro u g h  o f  B ren t F ran k  
Q u ig g  sp o ke  ab o u t B re n t ’s cu rren t 
in v o lv e m e n t w ith  th e  f irs t ro u n d  
o f  te n d e r in g  for l ib ra r y  serv ices in 
B r ita in . O th e r  sp eak ers  w ere  B ir 
m in g h a m  C it y  L ib ra r ie s ’ Jo h n  
D o lan  a n d  th e  S to n n in g to n  L i
b ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e  o f  
V ic to r ia ’s P am  H a rr is , n o w  on  a 
s tu d y  to u r  o f  B r ita in ’s lib ra r ie s .

C o p ie s  o f  th e  p u b lic a t io n s  
m e n t io n e d  ab o v e  a re  a v a ila b le  
fro m  th e  O ffic e  o f  L ib ra r y  S e rv 
ice s , A rts  V ic to r ia ,  L eve l 3 , 
R ia lto  S o u th  T o w e r , M e lb o u rn e  
3 0 0 0 , p h  (0 3 )  6 2 8  4 5 5 5 , fax 
(03 ) 6 2 8  2 0 2 8 .

A c o p y  o f  each  p u b lic a t io n  w ill 
be fo rw a rd ed  to  e v e ry  p u b lic  l i 
b ra ry  in  V ic to r ia .

T h e  fu ll p ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  
P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  an d  C o m p u ls o ry  
C o m p e t it iv e  T e n d e r in g  S e m in a r  
are  also  a v a ilab le  on  req u est from  
the  O ffice  o f  L ib ra ry  S erv ice s . ■


