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. . . th e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  
p ro v id in g  a c c e s s  to  

sch o la rly  
in fo rm a tio n  in 

d ig itised  fo rm a t on  
an a s -re q u ire d  basis.

an d  are  a lr e a d y  h av in g , on  th e  w ay  
the  w o rk  o f  these  secto rs is d o n e .

W h ile  th is  has n o t b een  a c o m 
p re h e n s iv e  re v iew  o f  a ll th a t  w as 
co v e re d  in  o n e  d a y  o f  m u lt i - f a c 
e ted  p re se n ta t io n s  an d  d iscu ss io n s , 
it  does se rve  to  h ig h lig h t  so m e o f  
th e  in te re s t in g  asp ects o f  d ev e lo p 
m en ts  in  sc h o la r ly  p u b lish in g .

O n e  p a r t ic ip a n t  q u o te d  th e  
v iew  of an  a c q u a in ta n c e  w h o  says 
‘ if  i t ’s n o t on  th e  In te rn e t , i t ’s n o t 
in fo rm a t io n '. T h a t  is c e r ta in ly  the 
d ire c t io n  in  w h ic h  w e  are  h ead ed  
an d  it is in c re a s in g ly  ‘th e  p u sh ’ b e 
in g  exe rted  b y  th e  end  users.

T h e  N o rth  A m er ic an s  h ave  re 
sp o n d ed  to  d ev e lo p m en ts  in  e le c 
t ro n ic  p u b lis h in g  b y  fo rm in g  a 
n u m b e r  o f  o rg an isa t io n s  to in f lu 
en ce  d e v e lo p m e n ts , e sp e c ia lly  
from  the  p ersp ec tiv e  of th e  lib ra r y  
an d  in fo rm a t io n  p ro fess io n a l.

In a d d it io n  to A n n  O k e rso n ’s 
U n it , th e  C o a lit io n  o f  N e tw o rk e d  
In fo rm a tio n  re c en tly  has b een  es
ta b lish e d  a n d  A IM A  o rg a n is e d  a 
v is it  b y  P au l E van  P eters to m an y  
A u s t r a l ia n  c it ie s  d u r in g  A u g u s t , 
h ie  too  ad d re ssed  m a n y  o f  th e  
p ro b le m  a re a s . B u t o v e rw h e lm 
in g ly  th e  p ic tu re  th a t is e m e rg in g  
is e x c it in g .

N o w  th a t th e  first R o u n d  T a 
b le  is over, th e  s ig n if ic a n t  ta sk  is to 
assess th e  o u tco m e  an d  d e te rm in e  
th e  m o st e ffective  n ex t steps.

Jo in t ve n tu re  brings 
n e w  lease of life

n a drive to m arket infor
m ation  services in to  A sia 
the N S W  State L ibrary has 

taken a m ajor step forward by 
sign in g  a m ajo r business deal 
w ith  Lend Lease.

T h e  agreem ent, betw een 
the library’s Asia Focus P ty Ltd 
and Lend Lease Corporate Serv
ices w ill see the form ation  o f 
InfoPower Lend Lease Asia P ty 
Ltd.

T h e  State L ibrary and Lend 
Lease are equal partners in 
InfoPow er Lend Lease Asia, 
w hich  is p lann ing a jo in t busi
ness venture in C h in a  w ith  the 
Institute o f Scientific and Techn ical In
form ation or C h in a  (ISTIC ).

Lend Lease has com m itted  
$ 3 6 6  000  over two years to the ven
ture, w ith the State L ibrary providing 
the netw ork software expertise, staff 
tim e and expenses over five years to a 
total equal to the Lend Lease invest
m ent.

T h e  proposed range o f  business ac
tivities of the C hinese jo in t venture in
cludes:
• An inform ation consultancy service 

p rov id ing custom ised  in form ation  
packages includ ing m arket research, 
com pan y  and  indu stry  profiles, 
com pany searches and dem ographic 
analyses.

• A  broad range o f  m arket research 
services.

• D evelopm ent an d  sale o f  inform a
tion  techno logy p roducts w ith in  
C h in a  and for export.

• D evelopm ent and  m anagem ent o f  a 
database o f C hinese enterprises and 
companies.

• Provision o f train ing activities associ

ated  w ith  the in form ation  consu l
tancy service and  inform ation tech
nology products.

InfoPower Asia also is having talks 
w ith  other parties w ith in  C h in a to pro
vide inform ation services.

D irector o f  Pub lic  L ibrary and 
N etw orking Services for the State Libr
ary M s Janette W righ t says the signing 
o f  the agreem ent w ith  Lend Lease 
m ade it possible for negotiations with 
the C hinese to be finalised.

She stressed d ia t the appoinunent 
o f M r Shanp ing W an g  as executive d i
rector of InfoPower A sia is a further 
im portant step for the venture, as he 
has extensive experience in information 
technology and international trade and 
m arketing  in both A ustralian  and 
C hina.

Based in B eijing , he w ill p lay  a 
va luab le  role in com m un ication  be
tween the C hinese and  Australian part
ners an d  in develop ing a C h inese 
interface for Australian software as well 
as p lan n in g  and supervising software 
installations and train ing staff.
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Contact your fellow librarians and LibraryStaff 
for all your temporary & permanent staffing needs.
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