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Virginia Walsh
E x ecu tive D ir e c to r

It is v ita lly  im portan t to ensure 
that broad national and interna­
tional cross-sectoral consideration 

is given to issues evolving from the im ­
pact o f converging technologies in the 
field o f scholarly publishing.

T h is is underscored by the fact that 
m any o f  the interests and concerns o f 
the library and inform ation sector are 
shared by, or involve, other sectors and 
industries in the Australian and inter­
national com m unities.

T h e w illingness and enthusiasm  to 
address the issues involved has been 
h igh lighted by the distinguished guests 
w ho  attended  the R ound  T ab le  on 
Scholarly Publishing at ATIA H ouse, 
C anberra on 24 August.

O rganised by the N ational Schol­
arly  C om m un ication s Forum , o f  
w hich A id  A is an active m em ber, the 
forum  attracted  36  representatives 
from academ ic, state and the nadonal 
libraries, various academ ic faculties, 
publish ing houses, netw ork m anagers 
and authors.

T h e  event was designed to bu ild  
on the success o f the April 1993 con­
ference Changes in scholarly communi­
cations patterns, w hich was followed by 
an ALIA conference Electronic scholarly 
communication: the library response, also 
held in April 1993. Excellent accounts 
o f these events can be read in the Aus­
tralian Library Journal, Vol 42 , N ° 2, 
M ay  1993.

T h e  R ound  T ab le  is the first o f 
three p lanned  over the next six 
m onths. T h e second, on 13-14 O cto­
ber w ill be on Public access to networked 
information  and the third, on 20 Feb­
ruary 1995 w ill be on Intellectual prop­
erty and  copyright.

Each event seeks to further develop 
the inter- and intra-sectoral d ialogue 
on em erging com m unication  patterns 
and  the m ost appropriate po licy and 
operational responses to the issues that 
emerge. Th is first Round Fable was set 
up by a w orking party w idr representa­
tives from the A cadem y of Science, 
T h e  A cadem y of T echno logica l S c i­
ences and Engineering, ALIA and A C - 
LIS —  all m em bers o f  d ie  N ational 
Scholarly C om m unications Forum .

T h e  event w as chaired  b y  ALIA 
President B ill L inklater and  the con­
c lud ing session co-ordinated by T om  
Cochrane, until recendy the President 
o fA C L IS .

For m ore in fo rm ation  about the 
next R ound Table being organised by

One c le a r  c o n c lu s io n  from  the  
f irst R o u n d  F ab le , a lth o u g h  
p e rh ap s  s t i l l  n o t u n iv e r s a l ly  a c ­

k n o w le d g e d , is th a t  th e  p ace  o f  
c h an g e  is r a p id , b r in g in g  w ith  it 
th e  r isk  th a t in d iv id u a l an d  u n c o ­
o rd in a te d  resp o nses w ill  be m ad e  
b y  p u b lish e rs , au th o rs  an d  the c u s­
to d ian s o f  in fo rm a t io n .

It w as rep o rted  at th e  ta lk s  th a t 
one U S  U n iv e r s ity  a lre a d y  h ad  d e ­
c id e d  to c an ce l a ll its jo u rn a l su b ­
s c r ip t io n s . W h i le  th is  w as 
a c ce p te d  as an  e x tre m e  an d  p e r ­
h ap s e c c e n tr ic  re sp o n se  to th e  
p ro b le m s a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  a c ­
q u is it io n  o f  se r ia ls , an  o b servab le  
t re n d  to w a rd s  in c re a se d  in t e r - l i ­
b ra ry  b o rro w in g  an d  lo w er rates o f  
se r ia l p u rc h a s in g  w as d e m o n ­
stra ted  b y  a n u m b e r  of p resen ters .

T h is  la s t  p o in t  w as ad d re ssed  
b y  D irec to r o f  th e  O ffice  o f  S c ie n ­
t if ic  and  A c ad e m ic  P u b lis h in g  at 
th e  A s so c ia t io n  o f  R e se a rc h  L i­
b ra r ie s  (A R L ) in  th e  U S  A n n  
O kerso n , w h o  p ro v id ed  the  o p e n ­
in g  an d  k e yn o te  p re sen ta t io n .

R ecen t f ig u res  from  A R L  sh o w  
th a t in th e ir  m e m b e r lib ra r ie s  over 
a s e v e n -y e a r  p e r io d  fro m  1 9 8 6 -
1 993 :
• M o n o g rap h  v o lu m e s  p u rch ased  

fell 2 3  p er cen t
• S er ia l su b sc r ip t io n  fell 5 p er cen t 
• T o ta l s tu d en ts  rose 1 1 per cen t 
• T e a c h in g  fa c u lty  rose b y  16 per 

cen t
• G ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  ro se  2 2  p er 

cen t
• In te r - l ib ra ry  le n d in g  rose 41 p er 

cen t an d  in te r - l ib ra r y  b o rro w in g  
rose 7 7  p er cen t.

the Forum , contact: T h e  Secretariat, 
Round Tab le on Scholarly Publishing, 
A ustralian  A cadem y o f  H um an ities, 
G PO  Box 93 , Canberra, A C T  2601 . 
Telephone: (06) 248  7744 , facsim ile: 
( 0 6 )  2 4 8  6 2 8 7 ,  o r  E - m a i l  
aah@anu.edu.au.

O th e r  sp eakers referred  to  th e  rap ­
id ly  in c re a s in g  leve l o f  o n - lin e  a c a ­
d e m ic  p u b lic a t io n . T h e  U n iv e rs ity  
o f  P e n n sy lv a n ia ’s P ro fesso r Jam es  
O ’D o n n e ll o u t lin e d  h is  ow n  p u b ­
l is h in g  an d  te a c h in g  a c t iv it ie s  on 
the In te rn e t.

A u s t r a l ia n  sp eak ers  d e sc r ib e d  
the  ad v an tag e s  o f  p ro v id in g  access 
to  s c h o la r ly  in fo rm a t io n  in  d ig i ­
tised  fo rm at on  an  a s -req u ired  b a ­
sis.

M a n y  in s ig h ts  in to  th e  n eed s 
o f  research ers w ere  g iv en  to us by  
the  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S y d n e y ’s D r 
D am o n  R id le y , from  th e  School o f  
C h e m is t r y , w h o  c o n c lu d e d  th a t 
the  n eed  for la rg e , o n -s ite  se r ia l 
c o lle c t io n s  is o v e rem p h as ise d  b e ­
c au se  c o m p u te r is e d  l it e r a tu r e  re ­
t r ie v a l o ffe rs m a n y  ad v an tag e s  
(b ro w s in g , k e y w o rd  se a rc h in g )  
an d  b ec au se  fax  fa c i l it ie s  d e liv e r  
d o cu m e n ts  rap id ly .

H o w ever , issues su ch  as co p y ­
r ig h t , c a ta lo g u in g  —  e sp ec ia lly  in  
cases w h e re  th ere  are m u lt ip le  v e r­
sio ns o f  an  a r t ic le  —  an d  cost re ­
m a in  p e rp lex in g .

W h i le  issu es  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
a c a d e m ic  p u b lis h in g  w e re  u n d e r  
the m ic ro sco p e  at th is R o u n d  Fa­
b le , th e  re lev an ce  o f  m a n y  o f  these 
issu es to th e  b ro ad e r  p u b lish in g  
an d  w r it in g  c o m m u n ity  w ere  n o t 
o ver lo o ked .

P re se n ta t io n s  fro m  I n te rn a ­
tio n a l B u sin ess  C o m m u n ic a t io n s ’ 
O liv e r  F reem an , A llen  &  U n w in ’s 
Jo h n  Irem o n g e r an d  th e  A u stra lian  
S o c ie ty  o f  A u th o rs ’ S a ra  D o w se 
id e n t if ie d  so m e o f  the  im p ac ts  th a t 
e le c tro n ic  p u b lic a t io n  w il l  h ave ,
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