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S e r i a l s  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  A u s t r a l i a
A  n e w  a n d  h o m e -g ro w n  m a n u a l fro m  H a w o rth  Press

S eria ls M a n a g e m e n t in  A u s tra lia  
a n d  N e w  Z e a la n d : P ro fi le  o f  
E x c e lle n c e , e d ite d  b y  T o n y  

B u rro w s  a n d  P h illip  K e n t, has b een  
p u b lis h e d  s im u lta n e o u s ly  as th e  
A u s tra lia n  &  N e w  Z e a la n d  Jo u rn a l  
o f  S e ria ls  L ib ra ria n sh ip , V o l .  3 , N os. 
3/4, 1 9 9 3 .  (T h e  b o o k ’s d eta ils: N e w  
Y o rk , H a w o rth  Press, 1 9 9 3 .  1 7 5 p p .  
A S 2 9 .9 5  h a rd , A $ 2 3 .9 5  so ft. IS B N  
1 - 5 6 0 2 4 - 4 5 3 - 4 .  R e v ie w  c o p y  s u p ­
p lie d  b y  H a w o rth  Press)

W i t h i n  th is  c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s lim  
v o lu m e , th e  c u rre n t  sta te  o f  seria ls  
m a n a g e m e n t in  a w id e  ra n g in g  se­
le c t io n  o f  th ir te e n  A u s tra l ia n  a n d  
tw o  N e w  Z e a la n d  lib ra r ie s  is d e ­
sc rib ed , w i th  p ap ers b e in g  c o n tr ib ­
u te d  b y  lib ra r ia n s  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
se ria ls  m a n a g e m e n t in  e a ch  o f  th e  
se lec ted  lib raries. In c lu d e d  in  th e  se­
le c tio n  are  a cad em ic , state  a n d  sp e­
c ia l lib ra r ie s , la rg e  a n d  sm a ll 
lib ra rie s , lib ra rie s  w i th  m a n u a l a n d  
a u to m a te d  p rocessin g , a n d  lib ra ries  
w ith  c e n tra lis e d  a n d  d e c e n tra lis e d  
p ro cessin g  fo r  serials.

S e v e ra l h ave  ex p e rie n c ed  in s titu ­
t io n a l a m a lg a m a tio n s . E ach  paper/  
c h a p te r  in c lu d e s  so m e  b a c k g ro u n d

to  th e  p a re n t o rg a n isa tio n  o r  in s titu ­
t io n , th e  l ib r a r y ’s o rg a n is a t io n a l  
s tru c tu re , th e  p lace  o f  se ria ls  m a n ­
a g em en t an d  p ro cessin g  w ith in  this 
s tru c tu re , b u d g e ta ry  d e ta ils  an d  
o th e r  special lo ca l issues a n d  fac to rs  
in f lu e n c in g  th e ir  se ria ls  m a n a g e ­
m e n t p ractices. T h e  p ap ers a re  w e ll 
o rg a n ise d  a n d  c le a r ly  se t o u t  in  a 
c o n sisten t fo rm a t. T h e re  is n o  in dex.

T h e  s ta ff in g  s tru c tu re s  a n d  th e  
p o lic ie s , p ra c tic e s  a n d  se rv ic e s  o f ­
fe re d  b y  th e  se le c te d  lib ra r ie s  v a ry  
w id e ly . S o m e  exam p les o f  th is  d iv e r­
s ity  in c lu d e  th e  ‘to ta l serials m a n a g e ­
m e n t ’ a p p ro a ch  o f  R M I T  a n d  th e ir  
c o lle c tio n  a n d  use o f  re sh e lv in g  d ata  
fo r  c o lle c tio n  m a n a g e m e n t; th e  c o n ­
c e n tra tio n  o n  th e  use o f  c o n so lid a ­
t io n  services at B o n d  U n iv e rs ity ; the  
e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  m u lt is k ille d  
p ro c e ss in g  team s (c o m b in in g  c a ta ­
lo g u in g  a n d  a c q u is it io n s)  fo r  th e  
c o m p le te  p ro c e ss in g  o f  p a r tic u la r  
g ro u p s o f  seria ls at S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f  
N S W ; th e  p o lic y  o f  r o ta t in g  s ta f f  
th ro u g h  th e  v a rio u s  serials p ro cess­
in g  u n its  at th e  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o f  
A u stra lia ; an d  th e  em p h asis  o n  user- 
d riv e n  p ro c e d u re s  an d  v a lu e -a d d e d

services in  specialist lib raries su ch  as 
P a rlia m e n ta ry  an d  W e s te rn  M in in g  
C o rp o ra t io n .

In  th e  m a in , th e  p ap ers a re  es­
sen tia lly  p ra ctica l in  a p p ro ach , w ith  
m o st c o v e r in g  s ta ffin g , w o rk f lo w s ,  
lo ca l p o lic ie s  a n d  p ro c e d u re s  in  
so m e  d e ta il, even  to  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  
a list o f  th e  ‘q u a lities esteem ed  in  a 
g o o d  serials assistan t’ fro m  o n e  c o n ­
t r ib u to r . A lm o s t  a ll m a k e  so m e  
m e n tio n  o f  th e  in creasin g  in c lu s io n  
in  th e ir  c o lle c tio n s  o f  C D - R O M  
fo rm a t in d exes an d  fu ll tex t p e r io d i­
cals, a n d  th e ir  m o v e  (o r in te n tio n  to  
m o ve) to w a rd s  a g rea te r use o f  tec h ­
n o lo g y  su ch  as e le c tro n ic  c o m m u n i­
c a tio n , re c e ip t o f  in v o ic es  o n  tap e , 
a n d  o n lin e  access to  su p p lie rs ’ d a ta ­
bases, to  s tre a m lin e  a c q u is it io n s  
p rocessin g  a n d  p ro b le m  so lv in g .

T h is  v o lu m e  sh o u ld  in te rest a n y  
lib ra r ia n  in v o lv e d  in  se ria ls  w o rk ,  
an d  it o ffe rs  p le n ty  o f  p ractica l ideas 
fo r  a n y  se ria ls  m a n a g e r faced  w ith  
th e  n eed  fo r  change. Ju d y  E vans

(This is the first o f the longer reviews planned 
for future issues. Volunteer reviewers are called 
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P e te r  B u rg is  is th e  fo r m e r  
h e a d  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  F ilm  
a n d  S o u n d  A r c h iv e .  In  r e ­

t ir e m e n t  h e  h as fo u n d e d  a n e w  re ­
c o r d in g  c o m p a n y  to  p u b lis h  h is ­
to r ic a l  s o u n d  d o c u m e n ts  w h ic h  
a re  b o th  e d u c a t io n a l  a n d  e n t e r ­
ta in in g . T h e  ta p e s  g iv e  th e  a u th e n ­
tic  a n d  o r ig in a l s o u n d  w i t h  n o  
a r t if ic ia l e n h a n c e m e n t  o r  e x cessive  
f i lte r in g .

T h e i r  1 9 9 3  lis t in c lu d e s  s e v e n ­
te e n  c a sse tte s , in c lu d in g  so n g s  b y  
P e te r  D a w s o n , th e  M a r c h e s  o f  
A le x  L ith g o w , S ta g e  M u s ic a ls  su n g  
b y  G la d y s  M o n c r ie f f ,  B u d d y  W i l ­
lia m s  The Y odelling  Jack aro o , a n d  
m o re . T h e y  c a n  a ls o  se a rc h  fo r  a 
p a r t ic u la r  so n g  a n d  p ro v id e  a ta p e  
o f  it  o n  re q u e s t.

W r i t e  fo r  f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n  
to  K in g f is h e r  C a s s e t te s , P O  B o x  
1 6 6 0 ,  P o r t  M a c q u a r ie ,  
N S W  2 4 4 4 .  a

B i r d s  o n  a  

C D - R O M
SCSI C o rp o ra tio n  is 
d is trib u tin g  this n e w  
m u ltim e d ia  g u id e  fo r 
W in d o w s  users

S im p s o n  a n d  D a y ’s B ird s o f  
A u stra lia  is n o w  a v a i la b le  as 
a M u lt im e d ia  P C  C D - R O M  

r u n n in g  u n d e r  W in d o w s .  T h e  d isc  
uses c o lo u r  v isu a ls , s o u n d  a n d  te x t  
th r o u g h o u t .  It in c lu d e s  7 9 2  b ird  
p ic tu re s  w i t h  o v e r  4 0 0  b i r d  so n g  
re c o r d in g s  as w e l l  as a  c o m p le te  
l is t  o f  th e  b i r d  fa m il ie s  o f  th e  
w o r ld .

T h e r e  is an  e x te n s iv e  u se  o f  
m a p s , so  th a t  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  
b ird s  b y  s ta te s  c a n  b e  e a s ily  r e ­
v ie w e d . T h e r e  is a ls o  a se rie s  o f  
sh o w s  th a t  h ig h lig h t  th e  n a m e  o f  
th e  b i r d  ( it  is s p o k e n  as w e ll  as 
w ri t te n )  a n d  th e  u s e r  ca n  h e a r  th e  
so n g  as w e ll as see  th e  b ird .

R R P  is $ 1 9 9 ,  a n d  th e re  is a 
sp e c ia l o f f e r  fo r  s c h o o ls  a t $ 1 7 9 .  
M o r e  in fo r m a t io n  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  
f ro m  R o b e r t  E k a t  S C S I  C o r p o r a ­
t io n  o n  te le p h o n e  ( 0 2 )  8 9 4  6 0 3 3  
o r  fax  ( 0 2 )  8 9 4  6 7 6 6 .  ■


