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Qualify meat
T h is is a short note to tell yo u  how  
m u ch  yo u r efforts in  p ro d u c in g  a 
q u a lity  ‘n ew sle tter’ are apprec iated .
It is ce r ta in ly  one o f  the best I have 
seen in  an y  sub ject area.

It is a p ity  though  th a t it is not 
indexed  b y  an y  o f  the databases 
because it has a lo t o f ‘m ea t ’ in  it.

M oosh D ua, Vic

Spawned, spurned 
and spurred on
Before m y  term  in  office as N a­
tio n a l P residen t for 1994  I co n trib ­
u ted  to the debate h e ld  d u r in g  the 
S ec tio n ’s A G M  at the  7 th  N atio n a l 
L ib rary  T ech n ic ian s C on feren ce  b y  
s ta tin g  m y  b e lie f  that as m em bers 
lib ra ry  tech n ic ian s sh o u ld  no t be 
deprived  o f  the h igh est aw ard  of­
fered b y  the  A ssociation . I have so 
far chosen  to rem ove m yse lf  an d  the 
N atio n a l G roup  from  the p ub lic  
debate  how ever as it  seem s th a t the 
debate is go in g  to co n tin ue  for som e 
tim e an d  p articu la r ly  as the letters in  
th is co lu m n  are b eco m ing  m ore 
offensive, I th in k  that the  tim e  has 
com e to m ake com m ent.

In h is keyn o te  address to the 
first n a tio n a l w orkshop  on  the 
gu id e lin es for the educatio n  o f  li­
b rary  tech n ic ian s, W a tk in s  sa id  that 
‘lib ra ry  tech n ic ian s have specialist 
sk ills an d  expertise b eyo nd  the ca­
p ac ity  o f  the professional lib ra r ian ’ 
(W atk in s , N  M iddle lev e l education  
a n d  its implications f o r  library techn i­
cians courses ‘G u id le lin es for the 
educatio n  o f  lib rary  tech n ic ian s: 
report o f  the n a tio n a l w orkshop

M e lb o u rn e  2 4 -2 7  M a y  197 6 ’ M e l­
b ou rn e , L ib rary  C ourses (V oca­
tio n a l) S tan d in g  C o m m ittee  1976  
p p .5 -6 ) an d  I believe that to be true. 
L ib rary  T ech n ic ian  m em bers are 
d ifferen t to, b u t ju st as professional 
as, A ssociate m em bers an d  they  are 
q u ite  capab le  o f  m eetin g  the c riteria  
la id  do w n  for the aw ard  o f  Fellow . I 
have been  p a rticu la r ly  offended by 
som e o f  the letters in  this co lum n , 
b u t m o re  so b y  the w ords o f  Bor- 
ch ard t (2 7  M a y  1994) about the 
‘C o u n c ils  sham efu l decision  to 
degrade p ro fess ionalism ’ by a llo w ­
in g  lib ra ry  tech n ic ian s to becom e 
Fellow s. I w o n d er i f  our detractors 
w ere so h eated  in  opposition  to the 
accep tance  o f  lib ra ry  techn icians as 
m em b ers o f  the A ssociation !

L ib rary  tech n ic ian s w ere 
sp aw ned  b y  the profession in  o rder 
that lib rar ian s cou ld  be freed to 
m an age  and  develop  services. T h e y  
w ere w elco m ed  in to  the A LIA  fold 
as a m ean s to develop ing  a co lleg ial 
re la tio nsh ip  w ith  professionals.
N o w  th ey  are b e in g  spurned p ub ­
lic ly  b y  som e professionals an d  the ir 
supporters, o f  w h o m  there are 
m an y , are  not m ak in g  p ub lic  co m ­
m en t.

T h e  role o f  the professional w ill 
o n ly  be en rich ed  and  enhanced  
(and  th ereb y  ‘respected ’) w ith  the 
support o f  lib ra ry  techn icians, an d  
the d evelo pm en t o f  library' and  
in fo rm ation  services relies on the 
q u a lity  o f  the re lationsh ip  betw een  
the p rofessional and  the paraprofes- 
sional. T h e  G eneral C ou nc il as a 
w ho le  sees the im portance  o f  that

relationsh ip . H op efu lly , lib rary  
techn ic ian s w ill not o n ly  see th is b ut 
w ill be spurred  on to dem o nstrate  
that they  are h ig h ly  ap prop ria te  
rec ip ien ts o f  the aw ard .

Jean  Bailey, President, L ib rary  
Technicians Section ■

A LIA  w elcom es 
new  m em bers
W e welcom e the following  
new members who joined the 
Association in Ju ly  and hope 
that they will speedily become 
involved in our activities:

New Associates
Shirley Birrell 
Adrienne Dietrich 
Frances Deland 
Dimitria Dess 
Monica June Dixon  
Kathryn Gardner 
Judith Lynne Hanlen 
Francesca Higgins 
Elizabeth Anne Kloeden 
Carolyn Louise M acVean  
Jennifer M clnerney  
Jennifer Mee 
Patricia O ’Dwyer 
Pauline Roberts 
Keren Sutcliffe 
Carolyn W akefield

New Technicians
Piphal Engly 
Julie Forrest

New Members
Gerardine Antram  
Caroline Baker 
Roslyn Bellew 
Jenny Cameron  
Grace Canazza 
Kathleen Faulkner 
Jane Gornall 
Christina Hellard 
Jeffery Herd
Elizabeth Kam phuis-Gall 
Leo Lynch 
Suzanne M cGill 
Ian McTaggart 
Alison Miles 
Ilona Nunis 
Anthony O ’Brien 
Kama O ’Dea 
John Pawlenko 
Margaret Phillips 
Jennifer Proctor 
Stephen Shortis 
Lise Summers 
Clare Tuohy  
Susan W allm an  
Therese W atson

Vital link  update
Health Libraries Section -  National Group
President: M r Ian Stubbin, Prince o f Wales Hospital Library, High Street, 
Randwick N SW  2031, Ph: (02) 399 4902, Fax: (02) 398 9782  
Secretary: Ms Virginia Staggs, Senior Librarian, Concord Hospital Libraiy, 
Hospital Road, Concord N SW  2139, Ph: (02) 736 6936, Fax: (02) 736 6707  
Treasurer: Ms Toni Silson, Librarian, Lady Davidson Hospital, Bobbin Head 
Road, Turramurra N SW  2074, Ph: (02) 488 0180, Fax: (02) 449 6973 
Newsletter Editor: M r Grahame Manns, 90 Darley Road, Manly N SW  2095, 
Ph: (02) 977 8642

Preservation of Library Materials
Contact & Newsletter
Editor: M r Alan Howell, M r Howell is the only contact for this SIG, his de­
tails stay the same Remove: Secretary/Treasurer and Convenor

Tasmanian Branch
Secretary: Ms Kate Hodgson, PO Box 764, Sandy Bay TAS 7005 
Kate is also the Tasmanian Local Presence Coordinator

Please forward all changes to Vital link to Ms Stacee Hilyard at National Office.


