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W hen the TV 
blows up...
The Geraldton Public Library finds some 
writing talents among its readers

Pa tr ic ia  G a llah e r , th e  C it y  L ib ra r ian  o f  G era ld to n  
has se n t th e  re su lts  o f  a c re a tiv e  w r it in g  c o m p e ti­
t io n  o n  th e  th em e  o f  ‘The F am ily tha t reads to­

g e th e r . . .  ' t o  p ro m o te  th e  Y ear o f  the  F a m ily — an d  in c i­
d e n ta l ly  to  p ro m o te  th e  L ib ra ry . S ix ty  e n tr ie s  from  a 
m ix e d  f ie ld  g ave  so m e  in te re s t in g  w in n e rs , a t a ll levels 
fro m  P r im a ry  to a d u lt , w ith  p o e try , p ro se an d  ‘o n e - lin ­
e rs ’ .

T h e  w in n in g  o n e - lin e r  b y  an  a d u lt  w as The fa m ily  
tha t reads togeth er, d iscovers a n d  explores w orld s together. ’ 
T h e  w in n in g  s to ry  b y  an  a d u lt  b e g an , ‘W h a t  a  g rea t 
id e a ! . . .  th e  f a m ily  th a t  read s to g e th e r . . .  I d o n ’t k n o w  
w h o  th o u g h t o f  it , b u t  I b et th a t  he o r she  do es no t 
h ave  a f a m ily  lik e  m in e .

‘A ll m y  l if e  I h av e  c o lle c te d  b o o k s ; m y  fa v o u r ite  
ro o m  is m y  b o o k  ro o m , m y  fav o u rite  v iew  is o f  books, 
th e ir  t it le s  an d  a u th o rs ’ n am es sh in in g  g o ld . M y  favo u r­
ite  d re am  is o f  m y  f a m ily  sp read  a ro u n d  th e  b o o k  room  
a v id ly  s c a n n in g  so f t ly  tu rn in g  p age s ; c h ild re n  on  the  
f lo o r on  g a i ly  c o lo u re d  b ean  b ag s ; th e  C D  m ac h in e  
fa in t in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  w ith  u n o b tru s iv e  m u s ic .

‘R e a lity  is d if f e re n t .’ A n d  so o n , for a v e ry  w it ty  d e ­
sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  fa m ily  a n d  its d re ad fu l re a d in g  h ab its : 
c h e w in g  p ag e  c o rn e rs , c o r r e c t in g  th e  tex t, d ro p p in g  
food in  th e  p ages, d e c o ra t in g  w ith  g lu e  an d  tin se l.

D av id  N u n n , in  the  P r im a ry  se c tio n , w r ite s :
‘M y fa m i ly  has a lways lo v e d  to read,
E specially n o v e l books.
Even m y sister w ho is on ly  three,
B ut o f  cou rse sh e on ly  looks. ’
(T h e n , r a c in g  p a s t th e  B ib le , E n id  B ly to n  an d  

B igg ie s , t o . . . )
‘M y fa m i ly  has a lw ays rea d  to g e th er  
In sun, in  sh ine, in an y k ind  o f  w eather.
I ’m h e lp in g  to tea ch  m y litt le  sister to r ea d  
So sh e can  b e a g o o d  read er like M E!!’
C a se y  M a d d r e n , a lso  in  P r im a r y , w ro te  a  s to ry  

ab o u t w h a t h ap p e n e d  w h e n  th e ir  T V  b le w  u p : ‘K aty  
d id n ’t lik e  it  a t h o m e  w ith  no  T V  at first. S h e  used  to 
sa y  she w as a lw ay s  b o red  a ll th e  t im e , th en  sh e  g rew  
u sed  to th e  id ea , an d  sta r te d  to  l ik e  it . As h e r m o th e r 
h ad  th o u g h t, the  f a m ily  s ta r te d  to  do  th in g s  to g e th er , 
lik e  fam ilie s  sh o u ld . T h e  f a m ily  s ta r te d  to  p la y  b oard  
g am es an d  th e  k id s  g o t th e ir  h o m ew o rk  in  o n  t im e  an d  
th e  fa m ily  ta lk e d  an d  p la y e d  an d  lis te n ed  to th e  rad io , 
b u t m o st of th e  t im e  th e  f a m ily  read . T h e y  read  m ag a ­
z in es , b oo ks, n ew sp ap ers , th e y  read  o ra lly , s i le n t ly , even  
in  th e ir  d re am s , b u t m o st im p o r ta n t ly  th e y  r e a d .’

M e g an  G ran t in  Y ear 8 co n tra sts  th e  re a d in g  fam ily  
w ith  o ne th a t  sp en d s its t im e  w a tc h in g  th e  T V  c o m ­
m erc ia ls , an d  co n c lu d es ,

H ave y o u  ev e r  r ea d  a book tha t in terrup ts y o u r  thoughts 
w ith  ads?

L isten ing to tha t coax in g is f o r  id io t ic  lads.
P eop le w ho rea d  books o ften  do b e tter  work a t  school, 
A nd ‘L ive l i fe  to th e max ’ I  ev en  use tha t as m y rule.
I f  y o u  d o n ’t b e liev e  m e y o u  can  p u t  it to th e test,
But the F am ily tha t reads to ge th er
Always com es ou t th e best. ’ ■

Why not come and talk 
to us about any of our 
language options while 

you're at the

NZUA/ALIA Conference

at the

W ellington Public 
Library

27-29lh September 1994.
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