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Drowning in a sea of
information. Librarians don't
sink... they swim!

Steve Ireland, Editor in Chief of
Computerworld Australia, made his
ignorance of the library profession
quite clear in his article, ‘Drowning
in asea of information’ (Computer-
world vol 16 N° 20, 12 November
93, page 24).

It appears Mr Ireland is pleading
for a solution as to how best to cope
with the deluge of information that
he is being swamped with. In his ar-
ticle he says,... The (information)
flow threatens to sweep them
away...it’s a problem not just for the
individual, but for the entire
organisation...the challenge is to fil-
ter out the unwanted information...’

Methinks Mr Ireland needs a Ii-
brarian!

Trevor Wakely
Bureau ofMeteorology

Recognition for Library
Technicians |

During 1993 the ALIA General
Council considered a proposal to
award a distinction comparable to a
Fellowship to outstanding Library
Technicians.

Despite persuasive and authori-
tative comment in the Letters col-
umn of inCite the General Council
has taken the view that Library
Technician members are eligible for
the distinction of a Fellowship and
has asked the Board of Education to
look at what would have to be done
to achieve this. The Board will have
to weaken significantly the Regula-
tions governing eligibility for a Fel-
lowship in order to make it possible
for a Library Technician to qualify.

For example, a Library Techni-
cian member cannot meet Regula-
tion E 11(c), or E 17(a). The intent
of the Association’s Charter, By-laws
and Regulations in this matter is
clear and until the intervention of
the General Council, the interpreta-
tion of the constitution has also
been clear. In the view of the ACT
Branch, only Associate members of
the Association may receive the dis-
tinction of a Fellowship.

The Branch also wishes to see
the very high standing and status af-
forded to the Fellowship retained
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whilst, at the same time, recognising
the need to have an award of com-
parable status for Library Techni-
cian members.

To assist the General Council
and Board to resolve this matter and
to avoid the divisiveness which will
arise if the Council and Board
downgrade the Association’s Fellow-
ship, the ACT Branch proposes a re-
turn to the Council’s original
intention to award a distinction
comparable to a Fellowship to de-
serving Library Technician mem-
bers. The ACT Branch offers the
following suggestions: (a) ALIA to
remind ail Library Technician mem-
bers that they are entitled to use the
post-nominal letters, ALIATec; (b)
Regulations be adopted which will
allow outstanding achievement as a
Library Technician member to be
recognised with the distinction of
‘Distinguished Library Technician
member’ (Draff Regulations have
been sent to the Executive Director);
(c) consideration of nominations for
recognition as a Distinguished Libr-
ary Technician member of ALIA to
be undertaken by the Board of Edu-
cation in conjunction with the ex-
ecutive of the national Library
Technicians Section for recommen-
dation to General Council; (d) that
the Eost-nominal letters for a Distin-
guished Library Technician member
be ALIATec (Dist.).

This suggestion has been for-
warded to the Library Technicians
Section and each Branch Council
for comment and to the Chair of the
Board of Education and the Chair
of the By-laws and Regulations
Committee.

All comments on this issue from
readers of inCite are welcomed and
should bhe addressed to: John
Brudenall, ALIA, ACT General
Councillor, C/- Parliamentary Libr-
ary, Parliament House, Canberra
ACT 2600. Telephone (06) 277
7103; Fax (06) 277 5288; e-mail
mjb@parl8.aph.gov.au

John Brudenall
ALIA ACT Branch Council

Recognition for Library
Technicians Il

| understand that at its December
meeting General Council re-af-
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firmed its earlier decision that library
technicians are to be eligible for the
award of Fellowships of the Associa-
tion.

Deciding to do something, or
that something may be done, is not
the same as actually doing it, so
there is still hope that this anti-pro-
fessional and possibly illegal decision
may not be implemented.

The challenge to devise a suit-
able award for superior achievement
as a library technician is not appro-
priately met by mis-using the award
for superior professional achieve-
ment. The two are completely dif-
ferent. As General Council is
apparently unable to think of a suit-
able way of honouring excellent libr-
ary technicians, 1 offer a suggestion
to start discussion. | suggest that
they be called Senior Technician
(ALIASTec or STALIA for those
who like letters after their names).
Better ideas are welcome.

Neil Radford
University Librarian, Uni ofSydney

Crown copyright waived in
NSW
An article in The Australian, 2 Sep-
tember included this statement: ‘A
couple of weeks ago the NSW At-
torney-General, John Hannaford,
announced that in future Crown
copyright on legislation (Acts of Par-
liament, regulations, rules, by-laws
and ordinances) will be waived, so
that anyone may freely reproduce it
in any form, provided only that the
material be accurately reproduced.’

If rhis article is correct and colpy-
right has been waived on NSW leg-
islation, the NSW Attorney General
aught to be congratulated and his
counterparts in other States should
be encouraged to follow suit.

Mrs Pat Kirkman

Help! Bad behaviour in libraries
Darwin Public Library and Informa-
tion Service is currently gathering
information on youth programs and
youth involvement in public librar-
Ies.

We have experienced difficulties
with the behaviour of young people
in one of our libraries. We have
worked on the problems and devised
strategies for dealing with them. We |
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should now like to take some posi-
tive action and offer programs that
are relevant to teenagers and encour-
age them to use our public libraries.
If any ALIA members have in-
formation that could be helpful, per-
haps with some comments, could
they please send it to: Senior Library
Technician, Children’s and Youth
Services, Casuarina Public Library,
GPO Box 84, Darwin NT 0801.
Barbara Moyle
Senior Librarian, Casuarina

Golden books panned out

Bvr/rrrl?onggraphic gremlins were at work
on p22 of inCite 12 and missed
about three lines. The correct infor-
mation on the first two hooks is:
Geoffrey Blainey, Golden Mile, Allen
and Unwin, 1993 ($32.93); Less
Thomson, Paddy Hannan, Thom-
son Reward Pty Ltd, 1993 ($25.95).

Joanna Sassoon m
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Australia wide
library supplies
a speciality

Cassettes, Compact Discs

Classical, pop, 1azz countr}/ and
western easy listening, ehnrc
Chl ren san sgoken word on.C
and cassette. Over 35000 trtles
Sclassrca and  non-classical)
vailable on compact disc.

We provide your library with a
complete service. We discuss your
req u|remeBts and provide f?e
detailed su mlssrons AIternatrvey
We can sm) qoos from your
Irstrng tarally all  sound
recordings are sales tax exemPt and
We give you a discount, as well

Whether you are Iannrn to buy
now, or later, we welco
enrl]urry References from ot er
librarigs readily given.

Printed Music

TaranteIIa also sup lies classmal
and non-cassical sheet music, vocal
scores and pocket scores.

PO Box 44 “Sordon, NSW 2072
Rﬂone g % 4983711
Frank orrison or Don Frew)

The Commonwealth Administrative
Appeals Tribunal has produced an
informational video which provides
potential users with an overview of what
the Tribunal's review process would be like for
them.

In the video’s 10 minutes running time, Mary-ann Black, a social
security pension recipient, has had her pension reduced and she
is required to repay a sum of money which the Department of
Social Security says was incorrectly paid to her. In showing the
Tribunal’s processes Mary-ann’s case raises a number of general
issues which are discussed by the presenter.

The video, together with information pamphlets, will be a useful
tool for persons seeking information about their rights, and it will
assist students and support groups in gaining an understanding of
the Tribunal and its processes.

The video “Getting Decisions Right" is available from:

The Manager, Corporate Support
Administrative Appeals Tribunal
GPO Box 9955
BRISBANE 4001

or fax <07>361 3002
at a cost of $25 including postage
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Co-0p

opens
more

doors

Instant access to
Co-op stock
online
with the
Library Enquiry
System!

Access via

AARNET

ILANET
DIRECT DIAL

and now
AUSTPAC

Your key to stock in
over 40 branches
across Australia

Call now for further
information!

80 Bay Street
Broadway NSW 2007
Telephone: (02) 281 9900
Fax: (02) 281 9100
Free call: 008 222 762
Manet: NCOOP
Telnet:
>COOP-BOOKSHOP.COM.AU
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