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EBSCO proudly sponsoring 
the NZLIA/ALIA 1994 
Joint Conference
EBSCO Subscription Services is pleased to announce its sponsorship of our 
Joint Conference. As Gold sponsors, EBSCO has demonstrated its commit­
ment to our Association and to all library and information personnel. With­
out support such as this, ALIA would not be able to provide professional 
development opportunities at such affordable prices for delegates. EBSCO has 
been a long-time supporter of ALIA and indeed the profession. You will have 
noticed EBSCO’s high profile in the Conference Registration brochure and 
this profile will continue throughout the Conference.
You will continue to enjoy their longstanding contribution to our conferences 
by way of EBSCO Express which will be published on each day of the Con­
ference, ensuring informative and enjoyable reading for all conference del­
egates both at the conference and for the weeks and months following. ■

concerns as we have. These in­
clude the question o f government 
support for library services, the ef­
fects o f  econom ic rationalism  
upon the professional infrastruc­
ture, (and especially what has hap­
pened w ith  New Zealand  
governm ent library services), 
cross-sectoral access issues, and re­
source sharing. Information justice 
has been much debated recently in 
other professional forum s, and 
Australian delegates with a passion 
for the subject will be pleased to 
know that New Zealand has its 
own strong debate over the issue 
o f free as opposed to basic value- 
added services in public libraries.

Australian delegates interested 
in looking at New Zealand librar­
ies will find a wide range in W el­
lington, but I strongly suggest that 
whatever else they do they visit the 
gorgeous new W ellington Public 
Library building. The impressive 
National Library o f New Zealand

The N orthern T erritory  
U niversity Library has 
been selected to participate 
in the small and medium enter­
prise round o f the Australian best 
practice dem onstration program. 

A  grant o f  $ 1 5 0  0 00  was an­
nounced by the M inister for In­
dustrial Relations, the Hon. Laurie 
Brereton M P in M elbourne on 
15 July 1994.

The University L ibrary’s 
project aims to achieve continuous 
improvement in the quality, effec­
tiveness and cost efficiency o f re­
search information delivery at the 
Northern Territory University and 
to business and governm ent in 
N orth Australia, and to establish 
the Northern Territory University 
Library as an international exem­
plar o f  best practice in innovative 
delivery o f research inform ation  
services.

The C h ie f Librarian, M r Alex 
Byrne, welcomed the announce­
ment, noting that:

‘ This project will ensure that we

and V ictoria U niversity o f  W e l­
lington Library are in the capital 
city, together with a wide range o f  
interesting special and school li­
braries.

NZLIA is an equal partner with 
ALIA in mounting this joint confer­
ence. It is a very active Association,

have a best practice foundation  
for developing our services. W e  
will have the opportunity to 
dem onstrate both our quality 
services and our im provem ent 
processes to organisations in 
North Australia.

W h ile  the University library’s 
mission naturally focuses on 
support for research and study 
in TAFE and higher education, 
the underlying issues for us are 
com m on to m any service o r­
ganisations and particularly to 
those delivering professional and 
inform ation based services. The 
processes to be followed in the 
project will therefore have wide 
relevance. Building on the U ni­
versity Library’s achievements to 
date, they will be presented 
through the pro ject’s extensive 
demonstration com ponents.’

The project shifts the paradigm for 
information services in support o f  
research from  a ju s t - in - ca s e  
collection approach to a ju s t - in -  
tim e  service-oriented operation. ■

with its office in W ellington, and 
with operations that are similar to 
those o f ALIA. NZLIA conferences 
are held annually, usually in rotation 
between major and provincial cities. 
An interesting difference to ALIA 
biennial conferences is a very strong 
concentration on public library is­
sues, with some elected local govern­
ment representatives among the 
delegates. ■
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