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T h e  s w e e p i n g  s p a n  

o f  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e
A new Cam bridge guide  brings it all within a single volume

The com piler and editor, 
Ian O usby, and more 
than a hundred contribu­
tors have surveyed their vast field 
m agnificently in the new C am ­
bridge G uide to l i t e ra tu r e  in  E ng­

lish., covering their m aterial 
wherever it has been w ritten  in 
the English language ‘by all the 
various English-speaking cultures 
th roughout the w o rld ’, from  
10 0 0  A D  to the present day.

The w ork is organised by au­
thor and by m ajor work, and also 
by some other unexpected cat­
egories: literary  groups, critical 
schools, litera ry  genres, poetic  
forms, critical concepts, rhetori­
cal term s, theatres and theatre

com panies, and litera ry  maga­
zines. There are essays on a wide 
variety o f topics from  a lien a t ion  
to w it, including pieces on the 
English language, d ictionaries, 
fem inist criticism , metre, rhyme 
and so on.

Australia is well represented, 
and even has the last word, with  
Fay Zw icky’s entry. The Guide is 
generous with its entries to ear­
lier A ustralian  w riters like 
B oldrew ood, M arcus C larke, 
Lawson, Banjo Paterson and 
Dennis. It is also well up to date 
w ith  our current authors like  
Thea Astley, M urray Bail, Carey, 
K eneally, M alouf, M oorhouse, 
and W inton.

And if  it deals so thoroughly  
with the antipodes and the other 
colonies (there are also very  
many entries for N orth Am erica 
and the African countries), con­
sider how well it covers the B rit­
ish scene, w ith  elegant and 
inform ative summaries o f much 
that is vital to our heritage or ex­
citing in our times.

At $ 5 9 .9 5  for 10 5 5  pages The 
C am b rid g e  g u id e  to l i t e ra tu r e  in  
E nglish  (ISBN 0 5 2 1  4 4 0 8 6 6 )  
has to be highly recom m ended. 
It gives excellent value for m oney  
now, and it is the kind o f book  
that w ill gain in value and en joy­
ment w ith fam iliarity and use. ■

than 20  years ago, making it the 
nation ’s most popular tax hand­
book. It is no doubt an invalu ­
able annual investm ent fo r the 
tax professional, and fo r the 
non-professional user it provides 
a com prehensive and re la tive ly  
easy map through the tax maze.

C C H  Tax Editors. 1994  Aus­
tra lia n  m a ster  tax g u id e . A guide 
to help corporate  and private  
taxpayers prepare their incom e  
tax returns for the 1993/ 94  in ­
com e tax year. C C H  A ustra lia  
Ltd, Sydney, 1 9 9 3 . 1832p p . A $
5 4 .0 0  ISBN  1 8 6 2 6 4  5 5 8  2. 
ISSN 0 8 1 0 - 5 5 9 6 .  (Review copy  
supplied  by C C H  A ustra lia  
Ltd). a

T h e  1 9 9 4

m a s t e r  t a x  g u i d e

ALIA's Financial Services M anager, 
Helen MacMillan, thinks that it's great

CCH  A ustra lia  has p ro ­
duced another indispen­
sable tom e fo r the 
adm inistrator.

T he 1994  A u stra lia n  m a s te r  
tax  g u i d e  is sligh tly  larger but 
also s lig h tly  s lim m er than the 
paperback ed ition  o f  V ikram  
S e th ’s A su i ta b le  boy. It is not, 
how ever, as en terta in in g  as 
V ikram  Seth. The paper is th in ­
ner so it boasts 1 8 3 2  pages 
against A su ita b le  b o y ’s 14 7 4 .

C C H ’s tax ed itors have 
brought together a lot o f  in fo r­
m ation to th row  light on a very  
com plex Tax Act.

The G uid e  outlines the rules 
o f  everyday business and per­
sonal incom e tax in a way which  
is both practical and easy to fo l­
low. It gives some exam ples o f  
how the rules are put into prac­
tice. It is up to date at 31 D e­
cem ber 19 9 3 .

C C H  claim s the G u id e  is 
A u stra lia ’s leading tax h and­
book, and ther is no reason to 
dispute this. It covers taxation  
law com prehensively, including  
sales tax, fringe benefits tax, the 
tra in in g  guarantee charge, the

su perannuation  guarantee  
charge and tax planning.

For the less expert the 
first im pression is d au n t­
ing. H owever, the book is 
w ell thought through  
and easy to fo llow , Irom  
the first pages w hich  
outline the changes to 
tax law since the iast edi­
tion (with references to the body  
text lor m ore detail) to the 83-  
page index at the back o f  the  
book.

In between the G uid e  is w rit­
ten in w hat C C H  says is plain  
English, w hich really does seem 
to m inim ise jargon.

1 he book gives references to 
cases m entioned in the text, and 
to specific legislative tax p ro vi­
sions, to o th er legislation , and  
to tax rulings and  
determ inations. It also includes 
a Stop Press containing any tax 
developm ents after 3 1  D ecem ­
ber (includ ing  changes an ­
nounced on 12 Jan u ary  1 9 9 4 ,  
affecting capital gains tax).

C C H  says it has sold m ore  
than 1 m illion copies since the 
first ed ition  o f  the G uid e  m ore


