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T h e  N Z L IA / A U A  J o in t  C o n fe re n c e
J o h n  L e v e t t  o f f e r s  s o m e  t h o u g h t s  
o n  t h e  p r o g r a m  ( n o w  o n l y  e i g h t  
w e e k s  a w a y ! )

The broad o u tlin e  and daily  
detail o f  the program  ap­
peared as an insert in the 
M ay issue o f  in C ite ;  it is not pro­
posed  here to reprocess that in ­
form ative d o cu m en t, but to  offer  

a co m m e n ta ry  on  th e th in k in g  
w h ich  underlies its structure and  
co n ten t. I believe that this is on e  
o f  th e m ost s ig n if ica n t co n fe r ­
ences o f  the past d ecade, both  in 
term s o f  its co n ten t and im p lica ­
tion s and because o f  the o p p o r­
tu n ity  it offers for the sharing o f  
ex p er ien ce  and th e p o o lin g  o f  
v iew p oin ts.

N e w  Z ealan d  is n o t a m in i­
ature A ustralia , nor can it sen si­
bly be regarded as an Australian  
state m anqu e. A lth ou gh  the m ere 
a c k n o w le d g m en t o f  d ifferen ces  
m ay seem  p atron isin g  to a N e w  
Z ealander (anci v ice-versa), n o th ­
ing o f  the sort is in ten d ed . A u s­
tralian s k n o w  (or th in k  th ey  
know ) about their country; they  
are so m etim es  tem p ted  to draw  
sim p listic  co n clu sio n s about the 
ways in w h ich  N e w  Z ealand re­
sem bles A ustralia . T h is  is neither  
p o lite , nor profitable.

The N e w  Z ealan d  library  
scen e is as rich and co m p lex  as 
A u stralia’s; m uch  can be learned  
from  it, and there is a very great 
deal to adm ire. T h e  C on feren ce  
offers a rare o p p o r tu n ity  to ex ­

N e w  Z e a l a n d
h o s p i t a l i t y  i s  l e g e n d a r y ,  
b u t  l e s s  w i d e l y  
a p p r e c i a t e d  i s  t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e i r  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  
e c o n o m i c s ,  p o l i t i c s  a n d  
t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
a n d  p r i v a t e  l i b r a r y  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e  c a n  
i l l u m i n a t e  o u r s .  .  .

ten d  h or izon s  
and to share 
e x p e r i e n c e s  
and v ie w ­
p o in ts .

In a sense, 
this is a three
stage conference, w ith  three days 
o f  m a in lin e  events on  T u esd ay, 
W ed n esd ay  and T hursday brack­
eted  on  M on d ay and Friday by 
h ig h ly -fo c u se d  sp ecia l in terest  
a c tiv it ie s , co n ce iv ed  and m a n ­
aged largely by SIG S from  both  
sid es o f  th e T asm an . C arolyn  
C h errett h ig h lig h ted  aspects o f  
the M on d ay  and Friday activities  
in the M ay in C i te  (p l2 ), this note  
addresses the ‘core’ program .

In ev itab ly , a c tiv itie s  on  the  
Friday will be co loured  by w hat 
has b een  said and d o n e  o n  the  
previous four days, so there w ill 
be an unusual o p p o r tu n ity  for 
reprise, as well as the ch ance to 
m o v e  ahead in the lig h t o f  the  
experien ce o f  previous four days 
o f  th e C o n feren ce . A lth o u g h  I 
have called the central three days 
the core program , the SIG  a ctiv i­
ties are by no m eans to be re­
garded  as fringe, for the tw o  
e lem en ts are com p lem en tary , al­
lo w in g  clo se  focus on  sp ec ific , 
and relatively  narrow  to p ics  as 
w ell as w id e-ran gin g  and general 
d iscu ssio n  o f  g lobal issues. T h e  
C o n fe ren ce  p lann ers are w e ll-  
pleased  w ith  this approach, and  
th ey  have every right to be.

T h is  is very m uch  a shared  
co n feren ce; N e w  Z ealan d  and  
A u stra lian  p o in ts  o f  v iew , m u ­
tual and disparate ex p erien ces  
and in d eed  the o ccasion a l 
sharply-ground axe have all been  
a cco m m o d a ted  in a co n feren ce  
p la n n in g  process as am icab le as 
it has been protracted. N e w  Z ea­
land hosp ita lity  is legendary, but 
less w id ely  appreciated is the ex­
ten t to w hich  their experience o l 
the boundaries b etw een  e c o n o m ­
ics, p o litics  and the p rovision  o f  
p u b lic  and private library and in ­
form ation  service can illu m in ate

N e w  Z ea lan d  has been  a n ­
oth er (perhaps th e  other) o f  the  
w o r ld ’s test-b ed s for w h at is 
loosely  called ’eco n o m ic  ration al­
ism ’, th at co n tem p o ra ry  c lich e  
for any gov ern m en t in itia tive  or 
p o lic y  w h ich  a g iven  in terest  
grou p  fin d s in im ica l. O u r  c o l­
leagues have m u ch  to  tell us 
ab o u t th e w ays in w h ich  such  
p o lic ie s , carried to th eir  log ica l 
co n clu sio n s, im pact on  our p ro­
fession . The program  reflects the 
jo in t co n cern  o f  each co u n try , 
and the felt need  for w id e d iscu s­
sion , and perhaps a stocktake o f  
w hat has happ ened  to date.

As to th e socia l program , 
there are a n u m b er o f  m isc o n ­
ce p tio n s  a b o u t our co lleagu es  
over there: that they d o n ’t k now  
h ow  to  party, that their beer is 
weaker than ours, that they can ’t 
p ro d u ce a g o o d  red, and that 
they all fall asleep  at m id n ig h t. 
T h ey  th in k  that w e ’re all Les 
P a tterson s, th at w e ca n 't h o ld  
our grog (or theirs) that we get 
scream in g  d ru n k  on  tw o  p ots, 
that our reds sh o u ld  be carved  
rather th an  p o u red , th at the  
Japanese have in ven ted  a cam era  
w ith  a shutter speed  so fast that 
it can ca tch  an A u stra lian  w ith  
his m o u th  c lo sed  (true), and that 
we ca n ’t dance.

As in  all h ea lth y  p re ju d ices, 
there is a grain o f  truth in both  
sets o f  v iew p oin ts; b u t the total 
reality  is far from  the b or in g  
stereo ty p e; co m e  and see for 
you rself. A nd w h ile  y o u ’re at it, 
d o n ’t sh o rt-ch a n g e  y ou rse lf. 
N e w  Z ea lan d  has som e o f  the  
w o r ld ’s best sk iin g , superb  sea­
fo o d , and paradisiacal scen ery . 
T h e in h ab itan ts are friend ly, gre­
gar iou s, h o sp ita b le  and p o lite . 
C o m e and try it, bring a friend. 
O r m ake o n e  on  the spot.


