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talents, {'hose closer to her feel 
hum bled at the courage and op ti
m ism  with w hich she faced her ill
ness, and her concern for others in 
trouble, even in the days before 
her death . She w ill be sorely  
m issed.

E M  a n d  R S

C l a r e  R e d d e n

Clare R odden, w h o  was 
Librarian-in-Charge o f  the 
N ew  S outh  W ales P ublic  
W orks Library from  19 8 4  to 
March 1994, died on  30 M ay.

Clare joined the State Library 
of N S W  in 196 9 . A fter various 
p ostings to governm ental depart
m ental libraries, she becam e Sen
ior Librarian at the then  State 
O ffice Block Library in 1984.

T h e  ten years that fo llow ed  
saw m any changes to that library: 
tw o generations o f  autom ated libr
ary system s, a massive dow nsizing  
and relocation  and a change in 
subject specialisation and clientele. 
D espite Clare’s strong b elie f in the 
u n iq u e value o f  a departm ental 
collection  as a significant historical 
record, she saw w hat cou ld  be 
gained from enforced change, and 
presided over a co llection  evalua
tion and dow nsizing exercise co n 
ducted in textbook fashion.

Lhe library she left serves as 
testim ony to her drive and u n com 
p rom isin g  profession a lism . It is 
regularly inspected as an exam ple  
of a sta te-o f-the-art govern m en t  
agency inform ation service.

Clare co n sid 
ered herself a tradi
tional librarian, a 
library manager by 
ch o ice  but a cata
loguer by in clin a
tion . It was the  
im peccable record
ing of the original 
co llectio n  that 
m ade the later 
changes to the libr
ary possib le . M ost  
o f  these changes  
occurred during  
the tw o and a half 
years o f  her illness.

A n inveterate  
netw orker and in 
form ation gatherer,
Clare was a valued  
source o f  advice to 
those w h o  sought 
her counsel. H er colleagues will re
m em ber her outspoken individual
ism , her p ercep tiveness, her 
relentless d eterm in ation  and, 
above all, her professionalism . H er 
staff w ill recall her supportiveness 
and the encouragem en t and free
dom  she gave them  to foster their
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