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Information Science Section (SA Group)
S h e r r o n  H u n t e r  f o u n d  t h e  G r o u p ' s  m u l t i m e d i a  e v e n t  e n t h r a l l i n g

Our first event in April pro­
vided 26 people with some 
inform ation and light en­
tertainm ent as various examples o f  
m ultim edia were dem onstrated by 
Steve Barnett, Librarian from the 

Torrens V alley Institute o f  TAFE  
and Ian H ayden, Flinders University 
M ultim edia Librarian.

W hat exactly is multimedia? It is 
generally understood as the blending 
together o f  two or more data types 
(e.g., m otion pictures, slides, video, 
sound and live action) on one com ­
m on storage m edium , usually C D -  
R O M . N ow adays it often also 
includes software to allow the user 
to control the sequence o f  text, 
graphics and sound.

Steve demonstrated a video disk 
holding 4 4  0 00  barcoded dental pa­
tient case studies, w ith detailed  
charts, xrays and visuals o f  diseased 
and healthy m ouths, gum s and 
teeth. O ther more tasteful discs fol­
lowed: a Respiratory/Endocrinal 
video disk used in the training o l 
nurses, the M icrosoft M M — M usi­
cal instruments multim edia disk and

the E N C A R T A  disk based on a 
Funk & W agnells-style encyclope­
dia with the facility to hear phrases 
spoken in any one o f  60 languages, 
hearing the sounds o f  the local peo­
ple, viewing the scenery and reading 
about the history o f  the area.

Ian H ayd en  dem on strated  an 
interactive C D -R O M  called F ro m  
A lic e  to ocean , then two ch ild ren’s 
p roducts from  B roderbund: J u s t  
g r a n d m a  a n d  m e , an early ch ild ­

h oo d  Living B ook that can be nar­
rated in English, Japanese or Span­
ish, and A r t h u r ’s tea ch er  tro u b le . 
T h e products are brilliantly illus­
trated and anim ated, brightly co l­
oured  and a llow  the ch ild  to 
explore and extend  personal sen ­
sory and literacy lim its. W h ile  
learning reading and spelling.

T he session ended with an offer 
to the audience to try the materials 
for themselves. ■

Qld ACLIS also looked at 
multimedia, says Culein Cribb
ACLIS (Australian Council of Libraries and Information Services Qld) 
Audiovisual Subcommittee and the University of Queensland Libraries 
joined forces to run a very successful seminar on Interactive multimedia 
issues: nature & characteristics, distribution formats, design and planning 
on 3 May at the University of Queensland. The seminar was conducted 
by David Bearman, the editor of Archives and Museum Informatics and 
former chairman of the International Conference on Hypermedia and 
Interactivity in Museums.

Proceedings of the seminar will be published as issue N° 21 of HU 
Update, published by ACLIS (Qld) AV Subcommittee. Further infor­
mation from Gulcin Cribb on (07) 365 3479 or e-mail to 
avscribgCVen trail .library.uq.oz.au.
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w ith  M i c r o T a g
Library S e c u r ity  S y s te m s

N O W  O F F E R IN G  O U R  N E W  M A G N E T IC  
S Y S TE M  FO R  F U L L  C IR C U L A T IO N

T H E Y ’R E  E F F E C T IV E ...
The M ic r o T a g  Security Systems have a documented record o f 
reducing book losses by an average o f 80-90% by offering the 
latest in radio frequency and electromagnetic technologies.

T H E Y ’R E  S IM P L E .. .
By far the most tr im , least complicated o f ali existing systems to  
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is quick, 
easy and very economical.

T H E Y ’R E  R E L IA B L E .. .
N o embarrassment due to  false alarms. An alarm means an 
attem pted book theft. Excellent detection.

Put a

to
BOOK THEFT 

IN YOUR 
LIBRARY

T H E Y ’R E  I N E X P E N S I V E ...
W e market these systems to  be w ith in the budget o f every 
library o r  media centre.

Phone M ic ro T a g  now  fo r  an ob ligation fre e  quote:
Melbourne (03) 525 2757 Canberra (06) 281 6940
Sydney (02) 398 9088 Brisbane 1-800 339 473
Perth (09) 276 4056 Adelaide (08) 270 1553
For oil other areas phone I -800 339 473 (freecall)

MicroTag
Security System s (Aust) Pty. Ltd.

H o w  d o  y o u  k e e p  t h e  
l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  u p  t o  

s t a n d a r d  w h e n  w h e n  
t h e r e ' s  t o o  m u c h  w o r k  
a n d  n o t  e n o u g h  s t a f f ?

One solution is to use 
temporary staff who can 
handle the extra workload 
caused by the end-of- 
financial-year rush, special 
projects, backlogs.
You can put your core people 
to work on the things they do 
best and fill in the shortfall 
with a temp who has exactly 
the skills you require.
We're ready to help you 
through this busy time, so 
call your nearest

Sydney (02) 699 1855 
Canberra (06) 290 1047 
Brisbane (07) 350 4043
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