
22 July 1994 inCite 5

N o  g r a y  p r o fe s s io n
H a r r i s o n  B r y a n ' s  m e m o i r s  c h r o n i c l e  A u s t r a l i a n  
l i b r a r i a n s h i p  1 9 4 8 - 8 5

Throughout his alm ost forty 
years in libraries, Harrison  
Bryan had an enorm ous cir­
cle o f  friends and acquaintances. 
T hey appear constantly in these 
pages, en liven ing the accounts o f  

library developm ents and politics 
with which Harrison was associated

all his life, and have a w hole chapter 
to themselves at the end of the book.

W h y did he becom e a librarian? 
It was advice from his Professor that 
led the young Harrison Bryan to an 
early decision on his future career, 
despite a fleeting m isgiving that ‘a 
life in librarianship for a full- 
blooded male seem ed to m e an 
exotic suggestion indeed’. So, after 
wartime service and com pleting his 
studies at the University o f  Q ueens­
land, he headed south to the Public

Library o f  N S W . Here he did his 
training at John M etcalfe’s Library 
School, and practical work at the 
University o f  Sydney library augured 
one o f  his future appointm ents. Im ­
m ediately on qualifying at the end 
o f  1948 he was offered a post at 
Queensland University as ‘Assistant 

to the Librarian’ and 
thereafter never looked  
back. H e becam e the 
U niversity Librarian 
only a year later, a posi­
tion he held until 1963.

From Q ueensland he 
was invited to becom e  
the Librarian o f  Sydney 
University’s Fisher Libr­
ary. Seventeen happy 
and successful years later, 
after m uch persuasion, 
he agreed to succeed  
George Chandler as D i­
rector General o f  the 
National Library of Aus­
tralia, a position he held 
from 1980 to 1985- 
Harrison’s account o f  his 
achievem ents in these 
posts, and his insights 
(always fair, but som e­
times startlingly frank) 

in to the people w ith  w h om  he 
worked and their contributions, 
make a fascinating tale covering the 
span of som e o f  Australian librarian- 
sh ip ’s m ost eventful years. I f  you  
have any interest at all in what lies 
behind the history o f  our profession, 
this is a book not to be missed. ■
Available from  the publisher, Auslib Press, PO  
Box 622, Blackwood SA 5051, N o  g r a y  p r o ­
f e s s io n  by Harrison Bryan (233 pp, IS B N  1 
875145  3 0  3) costs $ 3 4  plus $ 6 p&h.
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