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Technological change in school libraries
M a r g a r e t  S t r i c k l a n d ,  W o o d l a n d s  C E G G S , S A ,  r e v i e w s  s o m e  e x c i t in g  p r o s p e c t s

It is difficult for me to im agine a school w ithout its own 
library. T he school lib rary is so tied up w ith  m y concerns 
that students learn to m anage the inform ation explosion; 

that children develop skills in resource-based learning; that 
learning becomes less concerned w ith  m em orising facts and 
more concerned w ith  developing processes to use inform ation 
to cope w ith  change. T hese concerns cou ld  be b road ly  
grouped under the heading o f ‘inform ation literacy’. It is an 
area that crosses trad itional curricu lum  boundaries and re­
quires all teachers— even reluctant M aths teachers!— to con­
sider the priorities for student learning in 1994 and beyond.

T he teacher provides the lin k  between traditional curricu­
lum  areas and resource-based learning. The w ord ‘resource’ is 
well chosen because school libraries have m uch less depend­
ence on books now: their resources inc lude aud io , video , 
com puter software, C D -R O M  online databases e.g. Nexus, 
w hich gives access to the Internet, the AAP news service and 
specialist school educational services. T he school lib rary m ay 
have com puters, printers, television, video recorders, C D  and 
cassette players, C D -R O M  drives.

To keep up w ith the latest resources one useful, free pub­
lication is Upgrade/Education for the Interactive World, which 
prom otes a range o f educational softw are in c lu d in g  C D - 
R O M S. M ost o f the resources in this publication have been 
produced overseas, but the Board o f Studies in N S W  is pro­
v id ing  inform ation about A ustralian  software. M u ltim ed ia  
C D -R O M S , p articu larly  encyclopaed ias, w hich com bine 
text, video, photographs and sound to stim ulate the senses, 
are excellent w ith  young children.

C D -R O M  techno logy has revo lu tion ised  the storage, 
m anagem ent and m anipu lation  o f inform ation in schools. It 
is now  possible to establish a sophisticated C D -R O M  net­
w ork throughout a school w ith  fibre optic cabling. Students 
can access a C D -R O M  inform ation bank through term inals 
in the library or in their classroom or through their laptop 
com puters. A ny num ber o f students can access the same in ­
form ation at the same tim e. By using modem s, students w ill 
also be able to access the C D -R O M  inform ation bank from 
hom e or any other remote location. T he release o f interactive 
com pact disc players w ill allow  C D -R O M  based m ultim ed ia

packages to be connected to a television set or hi-fi system at 
school or in the home.

Few school libraries have achieved this state-of-the-art. ‘A  
select survey o f school lib rary resource centres in A ustralia ’ 
(Septem ber, 1992), published as a part o f the research proc­
ess for ‘Learning for the future’ (1993) found that 14% of 
schools had C D -R O M  facilities and 10% o f schools had ac­
cess to online inform ation services. Som e teacher-librarians 
had m uch more modest dem ands— a telephone was on the 
top o f their w ish list! Obviously, school libraries are at varied 
points along the road to technological sophistication. O n ly 
38%  of schools had an autom ated library system for catalogu­
ing, circulation and searching. There is a great variety o f soft­
ware specifically m arketed to schools for these systems. Public 
access term inals provide fast, friend ly  access to resources 
through keyword and Boolean searching.

The Schools C atalogu ing and Information Service (SCIS) 
is a N ational cataloguing service specifically set up for schools. 
It is possible to download data from SCIS onto the school 
lib rary’s own com puter system, saving repetitious catalogu­
ing. SCIS is one o f the great achievem ents o f school libraries 
in Australia.

O ne o f our great concerns should be about equ ity  o f ac­
cess to in form ation . T h e d isadvantage o f d isadvantaged 
schools increases as the in form ation  techno logy becomes 
more sophisticated and more expensive. T he O zline database 
from the Australian N ational L ibrary is an exam ple o f a re­
source w hich w ould be o f great use to secondary schools, yet 
few schools subscribe because o f the costs involved. The poor 
level o f technical and clerical staffing in m any school libraries 
is also o f concern. Teacher-librarians spend endless hours on 
non-professional tasks, depriving our students o f professional 
guidance in the use o f these new technologies.

I believe that school library staff are generally coping well 
w ith  the changes in technology and on a recent visit to the 
School o f the Future in Adelaide I was heartened to hear the 
m anager confirm  this belief. H e com m ented that, w h ile  
m any teachers were still w ary of the upheavals brought about 
in  schools by techno logy, teacher-librarians w elcom ed the 
changes and were keen to move ahead. ■

School libraries eager for the green light
P ru  M it c h e l l ,  La Salle College (S ch o o l L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n , W A  G ro u p ) has news of online developments

Schools have got p len ty o f m ile­
age out o f the two m ajor online 
inform ation  services developed 

for their use several years ago, and are 
now  eagerly aw aiting  developm ents 
prom ised by both SCIS and NEXUS.

T h e  SCIS (Schools C ata lo gu in g  
Inform ation Service) database, which 
fuels the catalogues of A u stra lia ’s 
school libraries, has been availab le 
online for bibliographic and some cur­
riculum  information since 1987. Us­
ers are extrem ely grateful for the data 
availab le , but the slow  1200 baud 
jo u rn ey  and the lack o f signposts 
w hen search ing becam e frustrating. 
N ew accessories now available include 
a 3rd  ed ition  o f the SC IS  Sub ject

H ead ings list (availab le from 
D W  T horpe), and  a d isk  version o f 
the subject headings plus cross refer­
ences ($300  from C urricu lum  C orpo­
ration). T he com plete SCIS database 
on C D -R O M  is under discussion and 
so, hopefu lly, is the luxury of 
dow nloading b ib liographic records.

In N EX U S (a Sou th  A ustralian  
electronic service) schools throughout 
A ustralia  have access to a w ealth  o f 
electronic m ail, bu lletin  board and da­
tabase services. T h e  AAP newsw ire 
service, SAGE and guidelines Periodi­
cal Indexes, and A ustralian  Bureau of 
Statistics form ation  are som e o f its 
m ajor features. Schools find the run­
ning costs o f NEXUS ve iy  attractive,

and because it is custom -m ade for 
them , NEXUS is an ideal veh icle in 
which to teach students and teachers 
to drive online in form ation  services. 
S tudents are travelling  around  A us­
tra lia  learn in g  from each o ther 
through e-m ail based cu rricu lum  
projects such as A ustour, an d  now 
that NEXUS gives schools a pathw ay 
to the Internet e-m ail service, our stu­
dents can see the world.

H aving travelled this far, schools 
libraries and their users are eager to get 
on the highway, preferably through a 
fam iliar gateway. NEXUS offers some 
hope that schools w ill proceed soon to 
full Internet access, but at th is stage 
we w ait for the light to go green. ■


