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Teacher librarians in Australia
M a r g a r e t  C h a p p i e  p r o v i d e s  a  n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i n t r o d u c in g  a  
s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  o n  a s p e c t s  o f  s c h o o l  l i b r a r y  d e v e lo p m e n t s

In th is  issu e  o f  inC ite, th e  
A L IA  Sch o o l L ib ra r ie s  S ec tio n  
has b een  a sk ed  to id e n t if y  

so m e  o f  th e  issu es c o n f ro n t in g  
teac h er lib ra r ia n s  an d  to e x am in e  
so m e o f  th e  a ch iev em en ts  an d  c u r
ren t p rac tices  in  o u r sch oo ls.

I re c en tly  b ecam e the  p re s id en t 
o f  the  N a t io n a l S ec t io n  for Sch o o l 
L ib ra r ie s , w ith  o ff ice  b ea rers  
d raw n  fro m  the  fou r sta tes rep re 
se n te d , c o n d u c t in g  m e e t in g s  b y  
te le c o n fe re n c e  d u r in g  1 9 9 4 . T h e  
n eed  for a n a tio n a l p ersp ec tiv e  on 
m a n y  issues c o n c e rn in g  sch oo l l i 
b raries is p a r t ic u la r ly  o b v io u s in  an  
e d u c a t io n a l c lim a te  w h ic h  is e n 
g ag e d  in  c o m p il in g  n a t io n a l c u r 
r ic u lu m  s ta te m e n ts  an d  p ro f ile s ; 
id e n t if y in g  k e y  c o m p e ten c ie s  ( in 
c lu d in g  in fo rm a t io n -b a s e d  o n es); 
e x a m in in g  le a rn in g  p rocesses an d  
o u tc o m e s , te a c h e r  a p p ra is a l an d  
p ro fess io n a l d ev e lo p m en t.

'A u stra lian  e d u ca t io n  has a c 
k n ow led g ed  th e ch a llen g e  th a t s tu 
d en ts  f a c e  as lea rn er s in  an  a g e  o f  
in fo rm a tio n . I t is a w o r ld  l ea d e r  
in  r e c o g n is in g  th a t w e l l- r e s o u r c e d  
l ib ra ry  re sou rce  cen tr es  a r e  c e n t r a l  
to th e d e v e lo p m en t  o f  in fo rm a tio n -  
l i t e r a t e  s tu d en ts , a n d  a lso  in  a f 
f i r m in g  th a t a ccess to resou rces  a n d  
in fo rm a tio n  t e ch n o lo g ie s , a n d  th e  
skills to make e f f e c t iv e  u se o f  them , 
a r e  m a tter s  o f  eq u it y  a n d  s o c ia l  
ju s t i c e .  '

T h is  p o s it iv e  re a s su r in g  s ta te 
m e n t is fro m  th e  re c en t  p u b lic a 
t io n  b y  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  S ch o o l 
L ib ra r y  A s so c ia t io n  a n d  A LIA , 
L earn in g  for th e fu tu r e :  D evelop in g  
in fo rm a tion  se rv ic e s  in  A ustralian  
Schools. T h is  d o cu m e n t d is tr ib u te d  
b y  C u r r ic u lu m  C o rp o ra t io n , 
m ark s  th e  c u lm in a t io n  o f  a s ig n if i
c an t co o p era tiv e  v e n tu re . It is in 
ten d ed  as a g u id e  for e d u c a t io n a l 
a d m in is tr a to r s  an d  p la n n e r s , for 
sch o o l m a n a g e m e n t  team s an d  
te a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s , for te a c h e rs , 
th e ir  ed u cato rs  an d  s tu d en ts . M o re  
th an  2 5 0 0  co p ie s  h ave  a lr e a d y  
been  so ld .

T h e  au th o rs  h ig h lig h t  th e  im 
p o r ta n c e  o f  d e v e lo p in g  in fo rm a 
tio n  lite ra te  teach ers an d  s tu d en ts . 
O u r o n g o in g  c h a llen g e  is to en su re  
th a t  re so u rce  b ased  le a r n in g  o p 
p o r tu n it ie s  o c c u r  acro ss th e  c u r 
r ic u lu m . Q u a n t ita t iv e  an d

q u a lita t iv e  g u id e lin e s  are  p ro v id ed  
in  th e  d o c u m e n t for th e  p h y s ic a l 
e n v iro n m e n t  o f  l ib r a r y  re so u rce  
cen tre s , reso u rce  co llec tio n s , access 
sy stem s an d  sta ff in g  levels.

M a n y  o f  th e  issues w h ic h  c o n 
fro n t  te a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s  a re  th e  
sam e  as tho se  w h ic h  o cc u p y  th e ir  
c o lle ag u e s  in  o th e r lib ra r ie s .

W e  p ro m o te  th e  use  o f  t e c h 
n o lo g y  to  e n a b le  s tu d e n ts  an d  
te a c h e rs  to  access in fo rm a t io n  
w ith in  th e  sch o o l e n v iro n m e n t  
an d  b ey o n d . R em o te  sch oo ls an d  
tho se  w ith  l im ite d  access to  p h y s i
c a l re so u rce s  h av e  m o st to g a in . 
A ccess to  e x te rn a l d a tab a ses  
th ro u g h  e le c tro n ic  n e tw o rk in g  u s
in g  Nexus, AARNet a n d  In tern et is 
n o w  a v a ila b le  in  m a n y  sch o o l l i 
b ra r ie s  an d  th e  a s so c ia te d  p ro b 
lem s  o f  e q u i t y  o f  access , u ser 
e d u c a tio n  an d  costs are  b e in g  a d 
d ressed . T h e  v a lu e  o f  access to up - 
to -d a te  in fo rm a t io n  an d  th e  
ap p lic a t io n  o f  th e  d a ta  is b e in g  re 
a lised  b y  teach ers an d  s tu d en ts  in  
m a n y  c u r r ic u lu m  areas . S tu d e n ts  
a re  a lso  u s in g  e le c tro n ic  m a il fa 
c i l i t ie s  a n d  b u lle t in  b o a rd s . R e c 
r e a t io n a l use m a y  p resen t fu rth e r  
p ro b lem s!

T h e  ran g e  o f  a u d io v is u a l an d  
e le c tro n ic  reso urces is c o n t in u a lly  
e x p a n d in g . C o m p u te r  te rm in a ls  
fo r O P A C  a n d  o n - l in e  se a rch es , 
C D -R O M  access, as w e ll as w o rd  
p ro c e s s in g , d e sk to p  p u b lis h in g  
a n d  g ra p h ic s  a re  n o w  c o m m o n 
p la c e . T h e  co sts an d  b en e fits  o f  
p ro v id in g  a u to m a te d  l ib r a r y  s y s 
tem s, m u lt im e d ia  e q u ip m e n t  an d  
so f tw a re , n e tw o rk in g  a n d  o th e r  
m u lt i u ser p o ss ib ilit ie s  are  fu rth e r 
issues o f  co n cern .

T e ac h e r  lib ra r ian s  have h ad  to 
b eco m e sk ilfu l n eg o tia to rs  an d  re 
sp o n s ib le  m an ag ers  to en su re  th a t 
b u d g e ta ry  re q u irem en ts  are  m et by 
th e  sch o o l a u th o r it ie s .  A n c il la r y  
s ta f f  m e m b e rs  a re  h a v in g  to  b e 
co m e sk il le d  in  th e  o p e ra t io n  an d  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  e q u ip m e n t . T h e re  
is a g ro w in g  d e m an d  for the e m 
p lo y m e n t o f  q u a lif ie d  l ib ra ry  te c h 
n ic ia n s  in  sch o o ls . D e sp ite  th ese  
ch an g es , a u to m a t io n  st ill rem a in s 
a d re am  for so m e reso u rce  cen tres 
w h ic h  h ave m in im a l resources an d  
in a d e q u a te  staff.

W e  m u st  a c k n o w le d g e  th e
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ran ge  an d  q u a li t y  o f  schoo l l ib ra ry  
p ro v is io n  w ith in  A u s tra lia . W e  
m u st add ress th e  p ro b lem s o f  p re 
p r im a ry , p r im a ry  a n d  se c o n d a ry  
sch o o l l ib r a r ie s , s p l it  c am p u se s , 
m e tro p o lita n , ru ra l an d  rem o te  
cen tres , g o v e rn m en t an d  n o n -g o v 
e rn m e n t sch oo ls, an d  the c u ltu ra l 
an d  so c ia l d iv e r s ity  w ith in  o u r  
schoo l c o m m u n itie s .

A n o th e r  issu e  for teac h er l i 
b ra rian s is th e ir  id e n t ity . W e  m u st 
h o ld  re c o g n is e d  q u a lif ic a t io n s  in 
b o th  te a c h in g  an d  lib r a r ia n sh ip . 
W e  m u st be e lig ib le  for m e m b e r
sh ip  o f  A L IA . H o w e v er , m a n y  
te a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s  do  n o t seek  
m e m b e rsh ip  o f  th e  a s so c ia tio n . 
W e  m u st co m b in e  a k n o w led g e  o f  
the c u rr ic u lu m , te a c h in g  stra teg ie s 
an d  le a rn in g  sty le s  w ith  a k n o w l
edge o f  reso urces an d  in fo rm a tio n  
access system s.

D o teach ers re a lly  accep t us as 
teach ers an d  do  lib ra r ian s  see us as 
true  lib ra r ian s?  O u r sec tio n  is c u r 
re n tly  w o rk in g  on  a n a tio n a l ro le  
s ta tem en t for teac h er lib ra r ian s . A  
n u m b e r  o f  s ta te s  have  p ro d u c e d  
sta tem en ts  an d  L earn in g f o r  th e f u 
tu re  h as in c lu d e d  a d e ta i le d  a c 
co u n t o f  o u r re sp o n s ib ilit ie s . T h e  
n a tio n a l s ta te m e n t w ill  be u sed  for 
lo b b y in g  p o lit ic ia n s , g o v e rn m e n t 
m in is te rs  an d  e d u c a t io n a l a d m in 
is tra to rs , an d  p u b lic is in g  o u r ro le  
w ith in  sch o o ls  an d  th e  c o m m u 
n ity .

P erh aps th is  issue o f  inC ite  w il l  
h e lp  o th e r l ib ra r y  p ro fess io n a ls u n 
d e rs tan d  th e  g o a ls  an d  o b jec t iv e s  
o f  te a c h e r  l ib r a r ia n s , g iv e  an  in 
s ig h t  in to  c u r r e n t  p ro b le m s an d  
p rac tic e s  in  sch o o ls an d  p ave the  
w ay  for b e tte r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  an d  
co o p era tio n  in  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  in 
fo rm a t io n  se rv ic es  to sch o o l s tu 
den ts . ■


