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L in d a  O 'B r ie n  
ACT B ra n ch  P re s id en t

T h e  lo n g e r te rm  vision is 
a n e tw o rk  w h ich  e x te n d s  
to  o th e r  o rg a n isa tio n s . . .  
. . . w h o  p la y  a ro le  in th e  

a c c e ss  a n d  d issem in a tio n  
o f  in fo rm a tio n  fo r  

e d u c a tio n  a n d  life-lo n g  
learning .

Ne tw o rk in g  is set to b eco m e 
th e  in fo rm a t io n  te c h n o l­
o g y  r e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  

1 9 9 0 s  w ith in  A u s t r a l ia n  e d u c a ­
tio n a l in s t itu t io n s  an d  th e ir  l ib ra r ­
ies , m u c h  as p e r so n a l c o m p u te rs  
w ere  the  re v o lu tio n  o f  th e  1980s. 
B u t n e tw o rk in g , co u p le d  w ith  the  
in c re a s in g ly  m o re  p o w e rfu l y e t  
ch eap er p erso n a l co m p u te r , is not 
s im p ly  a te c h n o lo g y  th a t im p ro ves 
p ro d u c t iv i ty  an d  access to  in fo r­
m a t io n . It is a lso  a to o l th a t  d e ­
m an d s  a r e -e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  
e d u c a t iv e  p ro cess an d  th e  ro le  o f  
the  lib ra r y  w ith in  th a t p rocess. In ­
d iv id u a ls  can  use n e tw o rk ed  p e r­
so n a l co m p u te rs  in  th e ir  p lace  o f  
s tu d y  o r w o rk , o r fro m  th e ir  
h o m e, to be se lf  d ire c te d  learn ers . 
T h e y  c an  do  th is  n o t o n ly  b y  
se a rc h in g  for, lo c a t in g  an d  access­
in g  re le v a n t  in fo rm a t io n  as tex t, 
im ag e s , so u n d  an d  v id eo , b u t b y  
re a d ily  c o m m u n ic a t in g  w ith  th e ir  
peers , exp erts  an d  o th e rs th ro u g h ­
o u t the  w o r ld .

B ill L in k la te r  has ask ed  m e to 
p ro v id e  th is  F ron t L ine to  g iv e  a 
b r ie f  o v e rv iew  o f  p ro g ress  w ith in  
the  A C T  to exp lo re  th e  p o te n tia l 
o f  n e tw o rk s to th e  e d u c a tiv e  p ro c­
ess th ro u g h  a c o llab o ra t iv e  p ro jec t 
in v o lv in g  A C T  U n iv e r s it ie s  an d  
se lec ted  sch oo ls.

i he p ro je c t  ev o lv e d  in  la rg e  
p a rt fro m  a m u tu a l in te re s t  w ith in  
th e  A u s t r a l ia n  N a t io n a l U n iv e r ­
s ity , th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a n b e r r a  
an d  the  A u s tra lian  D efen ce  Force 
A c ad e m y  in  the  e s tab lish m e n t o f  a 
b ro ad ly -b ased  A C T  n e tw o rk  l in k ­
in g  p u b lic  an d  p r iv a te  o rg a n is a ­
t io n s  in  th e  A C T  to  e a ch  o th e r  
an d  in to  A A R N e t an d  th e  
In te rn e t. E d u ca t io n , in  the  b ro ad ­
est sen se o f  its m e an in g , w as seen 
as the  lo g ica l s ta r t in g  p o in t  for the 
e s tab lish m e n t o f  su ch  a n e tw o rk .

F ro m  th ese  in it ia l  d isc u ss io n s  
ev o lv ed  th e  p lan s  fo r th e  A C T  
E d u c a t io n  I n fo rm a t io n  N e tw o rk  
(A C T E IN ) an d  a p ilo t  p ro g ram  to 
d e m o n s tra te  th e  b en e fits  o f  su ch

an  in i t ia t iv e  to  th e  c o m m u n ity . 
T h e  a im  o f  A C T E IN  is to deve lo p  
c o lla b o ra t iv e ly  an  A C T  e d u c a tio n  
in fo rm a t io n  in f ra s tru c tu re  to im ­
p ro ve  e d u c a t io n  an d  in fo rm a t io n  
d e liv e ry  a t a ll leve ls w ith in  th e  re ­
g io n  b y  p ro v id in g  e le c tro n ic  in fo r­
m a t io n  a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
se rv ic e s  fro m  w ith in  th e  re g io n , 
th e  n a tio n  an d  the  w o r ld . In u s in g  
th e  te rm  ‘in f ra s tru c tu re ’ w e do  n o t 
m ean  o n ly  th e  te c h n o lo g y  b u t also  
th e  n e c e ssa ry  h u m a n  ‘ in f r a s t r u c ­
tu re ’ .

T h e  p ilo t  p ro g ram  is a su b se t 
o f  A C T E IN , fo cu s in g  on  p ro v id ­
in g  access to  e d u c a tio n a l too ls an d  
in fo rm a t io n  se rv ic e s  to  sch o o ls . 
The lo n g e r  te rm  v is io n  is a  n e t ­

w o rk  w h ic h  e x ten d s  to  o th e r  o r ­
g a n is a t io n s  w ith in  th e  re g io n  
w h ic h  p la y  a ro le  in  the access an d  
d is s e m in a t io n  o f  in fo rm a t io n  for 
e d u c a tio n  an d  life - lo n g  le a rn in g .

I he p ilo t  p ro g ram  is a c o llab o ­
ra t iv e  v e n tu r e  b e tw ee n  th e  fo u r 
U n iv e rs it ie s  w ith in  the A C T : the  
A u s tra l ia n  C a th o lic  U n iv e r s ity ,  
A D F A , the  A N U  an d  th e  U n iv e r ­
s ity  o f  C a n b e rra , w o rk in g  c o llab o ­
r a t iv e ly  w ith  a g ro u p  o f  s ix te en  
sch o o ls , b o th  p u b lic  an d  p r iv a te , 
b r id g in g  a l l  lev e ls  fro m  p r im a ry  
th ro u g h  to  se c o n d a ry  an d  se n io r  
c o lle g e s . A  n u m b e r  o f  o th e r  o r ­
g an isa t io n s  su ch  as the  A C T  D e­
p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  an d  
T r a in in g ,  th e  A C T  C h ie f  M in is ­
t e r ’s O ffic e  an d  th e  A C T  P u b lic  
L ib ra r y  S e rv ic e  w il l  a lso  p a r t ic i ­
p a te . T h e  sp ec if ic  o b jectives o f  the 
p ilo t  are  to:
• d eve lo p  an  aw areness w ith in  the 

A C T  e d u c a t io n  c o m m u n ity  of 
the  e d u c a t io n a l reso u rces a v a i l­
ab le  o n  A A R N e t an d  th e  
In te rn e t;

• en ab le  an d  en co u rag e  teach ers to 
use th e  In te rn e t as an  a d d it io n a l 
te a c h in g  re so u rce ;

• fo s te r th e  k n o w le d g e  lin k s  an d  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw ee n  th e  
teach ers p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the  p i­
lo t, b o th  am o n g s t th em se lves in

th e  A C T  an d  w ith  th e ir  p ee r 
g ro up s on  the  In te rn e t;

• estab lish  l in k s  b etw een  th e  U n i­
vers itie s  an d  th e  se c o n d a ry  e d u ­
c a t io n  c o m m u n it ie s , e sp e c ia lly  
the  lin k s  to the  co lleg e  secto r;

• d ev e lo p  re le v a n t  t r a in in g  p ro ­
g ram s for d e liv e ry  b y  th e  U n i­
v e rs it ie s  to  th e  sch o o ls  w ith  a 
focus on  t r a in in g - th e - tra in e rs ;

• m e asu re  c h an g e s  in  te a c h in g  
m eth o d s an d  le a rn in g  o u tco m es 
an d  p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  on  
te a c h in g  a n d  le a rn in g  in  a n e t ­
w o rk ed  e n v iro n m e n t w h ic h  m ay  
be o f  use to  D E E T , the  U n iv e r ­
sitie s an d  e d u c a tio n a l agen c ie s in  
p lan n in g  o pen  le a rn in g  d e liv e ry ;

• e v a lu a te  th e  im p ac t o f  th e  p ilo t  
p ro jec t on  o th e r areas.

T o  a c h ie v e  th ese  o b je c t iv e s  
each  schoo l w il l  be p ro v id ed  w ith  
d ia l in  access to th e  A C T E IN  
server an d  th e  n ecessary  w in d o w s- 
based  c lie n t so ftw are  to access m ail 
an d  in fo rm a t io n  se rv ic e s  a n d  to 
c re a te  th e ir  o w n  in fo rm a t io n  on 
th e  se rv e r. P a r t ic ip a n ts  w il l  h ave  
access n o t o n ly  to in fo rm a t io n  c re ­
a ted  b y  the sch oo ls an d  p a r t ic ip a t ­
in g  u n iv e r s it ie s  s to re d  o n  the, 
A C T E IN  se rv e r , b u t  a lso  to the  
b ro ad er te a c h in g  too ls  an d  in fo r­
m a tio n  se rv ices  a v a i la b le  o n ’ 
A A R N et an d  the  In te rn e t . T h e  in ­
fo rm a t io n  th e y  c re a te  o n  the; 
A C T E IN  server w il l  be access ib le  
n a t io n a l ly  an d  in te r n a t io n a l ly .  
Each schoo l w ill h ave  a d e s ig n a ted  
‘m e n to r ’ u n iv e r s ity  w h ic h  w il l  in ­
s ta ll the  n e c e ssa ry  so f tw a re  an d  
p ro v id e  te c h n ic a l su p p o rt for the  
d u ra tio n  o f  the  p ilo t. P erh ap s even  
m o re  im p o r ta n t ly  th e  u n iv e rs it ie s  
w il l  p ro v id eN h e  s ta f f  (an d  w h e re  
n ecessary  the  fa c ilit ie s )  to:
• tra in  in it ia l ly  tw o  s ta f f  fro m  each  

sch oo l w h o  w ill th en  b eco m e re­
so urce  p eo p le  at th e ir  sch oo ls;

• d e m o n s tr a te  A C T E IN  se rv ic e s  
to teach ers  an d  re le v a n t  sch o o l 
g ro up s;

(FrontLine continued on pg 7)
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The School 
Libraries Section
The School Libraries Section o f  ALIA has par­
ticular interests in library, resource, and infor­
mation provision for all members o f  the school 
com m unity. Issues and topics o f  interest to the 
Section include access to information for stu­
dents, teachers, school administrators and par­
ents; current developments in education at all 
levels; child growth and development; resource- 
based teaching and learning; information skills; 
children s and young adult literature; literature 
and resource prom otion; and education for 
teacher-librarianship. Am ong the members o f  
the Section are teacher-librarians and school li­
brarians, library technicians and library aides 
working in school libraries, students in teacher- 
librarianship courses, academics, educational 
administrators, and com puter software devel­
opers. Activities o f  the Section include confer­
ences, continuing education seminars and 
workshops, lobbying and publishing. The Sec­
tion currently has state groups in N ew  South 
Wales, South Australia, Victoria, and W estern 
Australia (which has the national headquarters 
in 1994).

The Children's and 
Youth Services 
Section
Through meetings, workshops, seminars and con­
ferences, the CYSS provides a communication 
link for children’s and youth librarians, encour­
ages the exchange o f ideas and the discussion o f  
topics o f mutual interest; promotes continuing 
education programs and professional develop­
ment; and creates an interest in current issues in 
children’s and youth librarianship locally, nation­
ally and internationally. The Section arranges so­
cial functions for members and guests, initiates, 
organises and participates in sectional and com­
munity group activities relevant to children’s and 
youth librarianship locally, nationally and inter­
nationally, promotes and supports children’s and 
youth libraries, librarians and librarianship; and 
recommends standards relating to status and ap­
propriate staffing formulae for children’s and 
youth libraries. State groups o f the children’s and 
Youth Services Section operate in N ew  South 
W ales, South Australia, Victoria and Western 
Australia. The National Headquarters o f the Sec­
tion is in Victoria in 1994.
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• c o o rd in a te  w o rk sh o p s  in  w h ich  
teach ers  an d  lib ra r ian s  from  the  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  sch oo ls d iscu ss an d  
d e m o n s tra te  h o w  th e y  h ave  in te ­
g r a te d  th e se  se rv ic e s  in to  th e ir  
c la ssro o m s an d  lib ra r ie s ;

• v is it  e a ch  sch o o l on  a w e e k ly  b a ­
sis o ver th e  d u ra tio n  o f  the  p ilo t 
to h e lp  g e n e ra te  id ea s , a c t as a 
re so u rc e  fo r s ta f f  a t th e  sch o o l 
an d  p ro v id e  su p p o rt to  s ta f f  at 
the  sch o o ls  w ish in g  to in te g ra te  
A C T E IN  serv ices in to  th e ir  p ro ­
g ram s .

T h e  p ilo t  is s c h e d u le d  to ‘go 
iv e ’ on th e  16 M a y  an d  c o n t in u e  
T ro u g h  u n t il  th e  end of th e  th ird

te a c h in g  te rm  in  la te  O c to b e r . 
T h o se  o f y o u  w ith  access to  
A A R N et w il l  be ab le  to tra c k  the 
p ro je c t b y  access in g  th e  A C T E IN  
G o p h e r  se rv e r y o u r s e lf  on 
freenet.act.edu.au o r b y  e m a i lin g  
a n y  o f  th o se  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the  
p ro jec t.

T h e re  is a g re a t fe e lin g  o f  ex ­
c ite m e n t am o n g s t tho se  p a r t ic ip a t ­
in g  in  th e  p ilo t . T h o se  in v o lv ed  
w il l  no  d o u b t  re a lis e  d ire c t  b e n ­
efits from  th is p ro gram . P erh ap s o f  
g re a te r  im p o rtan c e  is th e  o p p o rtu ­
n ity  to ra ise  aw aren ess o f  the  p o ­
te n t ia l  o f  n e tw o rk s  in  th e  
e d u c a t io n  an d  in fo rm a t io n  d e liv ­
e ry  p rocess . A C T E IN  p ro v id es the 
p o te n t ia l  to  sh ap e  a t t itu d e s  an d

b e h a v io u r  b y  e n a b l in g  e d u c a to rs  
a n d  lib r a r ia n s  to te -e x a m in e  the  
e d u c a tiv e  p rocess , an d  the  ro le  o f  
th e  l ib r a r y  w ith in  th a t  p ro cess , 
g iv en  th e  co n tex t o f  c u rren t tech ­
n o lo g ic a l d ev e lo p m en ts .

A  n a t io n a l s t r a te g y  fo r p u b lic  
access to  n e tw o rk e d  in fo rm a t io n  
h as y e t to be fo rm u la ted  b u t h o p e ­
f u l ly  re g io n a l in i t ia t iv e s , su ch  as 
A C T E IN , w ill  h e lp  sh ap e  the  fu ­
tu re  th a t w e  w o u ld  w ish  to see as 
in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe ss io n a ls . I am  
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th e  n ex t s ix  
m o n th s  o f  A C T E IN , to  see w h a t 
im p ac t su ch  an  in it ia t iv e  can  have 
on  e d u c a tio n  an d  p u b lic  access to 
n e tw o rk e d  in fo rm a t io n  se rv ices  
w ith in  th e  A C T .
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