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ith the Federal election, the

politicians have deserted Can-

berra and the various opera-
tions of the Federal Government have
come to a grinding halt. Pending legis-
lation and the Committees of Inquiry
have lost their power until they are re-
empowered by the incoming govern-
ment. After the flurry of inquiries and
reports to respond to over the past sev-
eral years, a hiatus has developed, with
the winter of activity standing ominous-
ly in the wings.

It was interesting to watch through-
out this election, the prominence which
the Labor Party has attached to infor-
mation and the potential value of infor-
mation services in an internationally
competitive Australian economy. The
television advertising for the Labor Par-
ty had at least two versions of Barry
Jones advocating this very viewpoint. It
is not surprising that Barry Jones should
be Labor’s representative advocating this
stance, since he was the Chairman of
the House of Representatives Standing
Committee for Long Term Strategies
reporting on Australian as an Informa-
tion Society.

However what is fascinating, is that
in the Federal Labor Government’s re-
sponse to the recommendations of the
Jones Report, Australia as an Informa-
tion Society: Grasping New Paradigms, it
accepts that ‘As Australia makes the
transition to a global economy in real
time, information policy issues will be
increasingly important’, and yet the re-
port is seen as a mechanism for aware-
ness-raising, and not as a basis for policy.
That is not to say that at some stage in
the future, policy will not be formulat-
ed. But the initiative for the develop-
ment of a national information policy
must come from the community and
the information industry, not govern-
ment.

For the library sector, the inquiry
and the report has been useful in pro-
moting a better knowledge and under-
standing amongst policy makers and
others of the value of information, of
information services and of information
providers, and their potential to contrib-
ute to the growth and development of
Australia. The Government response
notes that the library sector will be seek-
ing to further promote this knowledge,
understanding and awareness of issues
related to not having an information
policy for Australia. This initiative is still
under consideration by the Association
in consultation with ACLIS, the Na-
tional Hbrary of Australiaand CIRCIT.

Overseas there is a similar growth in
concern about the lack of a national in-
formation policy within die library com-
munities of Western countries. In New
Zealand last year, the National Library
of New Zealand in association with Vic-
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toria University’s Institute of Policy
Studies produced a booklet on Manag-
ing data, knowledge and know how: In-
formation Pokey issuesfor the 19908 In
Canada, the Canadian Hbrary Associa-
tion and ASTED organised a National
Summit on Information Policy in De-
cember 1992. The Canadian Summit
saw the opening of dialogue on infor-
mation policy as the starting point in
the building of consensus amongst the
various stakeholders in Canada’s infor-
mation industry.

In the United States, the Special U-
braries Association convened a national
meeting of key information policy per-
sonnel to pursue the development of a
National Information Policies: Strategies
for the Future in the USA This initia-
tive will be continued through three
meetings. The SLA identified two basic
principles in these early discussions: that
information is essential to the growth of
a democratic society, and that access is
guaranteed to all, except where law and
human rights prohibit its further distri-
bution.

Post the Federal election in Austral-
ia, the library community will need to
review its commitment to facilitating the
growing up of the concept of an infor-
mation policy for Australia. For irrespec-
tive of die outcome of the election,
Australia will need a coordinated ap-
proach to the development ofa national
information policy, and the library sec-
tor has not only a critical role to play in
its development, but also an interest
which is critical to the future of Austral-
ian libraries as key players in Australia as
an information society.

IN LIBRARY RELOCATIONS

Atlantis has developed and constructed the "State of the Art" system for
the packing, movingand unpackingof books, journals, newspaper volumes,
manuscripts. AV materials, files and stationery.

Our purpose-built trolley allows for a cost efficient and time saving
solution to the special problems of library removals.

)} Each trolley has a removable side.

)} The shelves are adjustable.

)) Tfolleys can be totally enclosed

Atlantis is experienced in this type of systematic packing - to the
extent that we are familiar with the Dewey and Library of Congress classi-
fication systems.

Using both our trolleys and experienced packing staff, we can
relocate your library collections and filing systems shelf to shelf, bay to
bay or by alpha/numeric sequence.

Atlantis guarantees an economical and professional service that
we know is critical to your area.
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