
ALIIS is a year old
R o b y n  S t o k e s :  w h e r e  i t  i s  a n d  w h a t  i t  h a s  d o n e

he Australian Library and In­formation International Servic­es (ALIIS) is a network of key Australian libraries, education institu­tions and information professionals from all sectors of the Australian libr­ary and information community. It was established in 1992 by the Nation­al Library of Australia (NLA), ALIA, the International Development Pro­gram of Australian Universities and Colleges (IDP), and the library of the Australian National University (ANU).It aims to meet the growing need for high quality support and technical training for libraries and information agencies in Asia and the Pacific region. ALIIS is a cooperative venture which seeks to promote and coordinate Aus­tralia’s involvement in the develop­ment of library and information services in overseas libraries.
S t r u c t u r e  o f  A L I I S  The ALIIS Secretariat acts as a clear­inghouse of information, a point of contact and coordinator of negotia­tions. IDP has agreed to support the Secretariat during the inception phase of ALIIS and will review its sponsor­ship at the end of 1993.The ALIIS committee has repre­sentatives from ALIA, NLA, IDP, and the ANU library and meets approxi­mately six times a year. It determines policy and management issues.Registered members of the net­work are suppliers of services such as consultancy services, short-course pro­vision, short-term work attachments, etc. Each activity is negotiated through the Secretariat with a formal agree­ment between the Secretariat and the individual or organisation concerned.
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  ALIIS has established a network of representatives in each state, through e-mail, fax and news items in inCite. Minutes of ALIIS meetings are sent to all state representatives. The ASIALIB llstserv is used to disseminate items of general interest, including professional activities within the Asia/Pacific region. 
(To sign on, send an e-mail message to 
majordomo@iy2fo.anu.edu.au, as fol­
lows: subscribe asialib [your e-mail ad­
dress]. Lwave the subject blank.) ALIIS also liaises with other organisations such as APSIG and the evolving net­

work for conservation and preserva­tion training.
A c h i e v e m e n f s  In its initial year ALIIS has concen­trated on promotion of its services in Southeast Asia and on the develop­ment of its network in Australia. A brochure has been produced and widely distributed both in Australia and overseas. In addition, ALIIS has been promoted through personal net­working, talks at workshops, confer­ences and meetings, and through articles in library and information jour­nals and newsletters. ALIIS has put forward a selection of Australian train­ers or consultants for international libr­ary development projects in Nepal, Indonesia, Solomon Islands, Kuwait and Malaysia. In two of these projects, ALIIS has been successful, two are pending a result and in the unsuccess­ful one, ALIIS was one of three short­listed international agencies. Currently expressions of interest are being sought for an oppominity in Laos.ALIIS also facilitates linkages and arranges work placements for regional librarians in Australian libraries.When competing for internation­al projects, work experience in South­east Asia or the Pacific, as well as in the required field of subject specialisation, are often essential criteria. If this re­quirement is not fulfilled, the tender is not internationally competitive. Link­ages between libraries in Australia and the Asia/Pacific region, which enable exchange of staff for work experience in libraries, are therefore a valuable means of increasing the relevant over­seas experience of Australian librarians.The ALIIS Secretariat has also de­veloped a register of libraries, schools library and infonnation studies, and library and information professionals. It sources ALIA’s register of library and information courses.The establishment and promotion of a network such as ALIIS takes time, so that its first year’s achievements are considerable. Its presence in die region contributes to the promotion of Aus­tralian expertise in service industries overseas, which is a current priority of the Australian government.Contact Robyn Stokes for more in­formation on e-maTaJiisUidp.edu.au; tel (06) 283 8222; fax (06) 285 3036.-
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for work?
Its a highly competitive job 
market. W hat are the keys to 
successful job hunting?

W ith 10 years' experience in 
recruitment, Library Locums 
has collected m any answers.

N ow they are available in a 
series of brochures on:
❖  Resume w riting
❖  Interview  tips

❖  Successful tem ping

A vailabe FREE. To obtain 
you r copy just phone or fax.

Fax (02) 698-4534 
Sydney 699-1855 

Brisbane 350-4043 
Canberra

Free Call 1-800-244-337
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