IYWIP in the Karraiha community library e

Donna Barge with a significant collecting activity in the northwest

he Karratha Community
Library is a joint-use library
funded by the Shire of Roe-

monographs, 16 cassettes and CD'’’s,
56 videos, and three magazine sub-
scriptions. As a special initiative we are

bourne and the Karratha College.focusing on collecting cassettes and
Karratha is approximately 1600 kilo-CD’s in 1994. An annotated bibliog-
metres north of Perth, in Westernraphy has been compiled of the collec-

Australia, and is the regional centre for

tion, and is updated on a regular basis.
The collection has a two-fold
purpose to improve the
awareness of non-indigenous
people of the culture of in-
digenous people and to ena-
ble indigenous people to
study their own culture.
At the beginning of 1993
a display board in the foyer
between the Karratha Com-
munity Library and the
Walkington Theatre was set
aside for the purpose of ad-
vertising ‘positive’ articles and
photos on indigenous peo-
ple, both Australia wide and
locally. The idea was taken
up by other groups as well,
and our board has been hill
all year long with contribu-
tions from local groups, and
newspapers and magazines.
Because of the board’s ideal
location it has been seen by a

Peter Stevens ~nd local children boomerang shaping wide cross-section of the

the West Pilbara. Karratha itself has a
small Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander population, but has larger com-
munities in the local area, such as at
Roeboume.

Ehe library has been working to-
wards increasing its European popula-
tion’s awareness of the local Aboriginal
people for the past four years, and dur-
ing this time we have been collecting
materials on Australia’s indigenous
people. We have so far acquired 528
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NEWSPAPERS
WANTED

» Bound volumes or single
. issues 1840 to 1980,

svai' '"Hirmo inciuding major overseas
J/ e >3 Uun iites (eg. London Times]

S-Itr ThrjiiG.

* Also popular MAGAZINES
(e.g. Life, Look, Women's
Weekly, etc.] to 1970

PAPER WORLD

Phone: Alan Waters (03) 531 4470
[Member of the Ephemera Society of Australia)
Postal address:
9/134 Brighton Roed, Elstermwick, Vic 3185

=PHOIOPIVB

15 November 1993

community, and has been well re-
ceived.

The libraw held a special display
inside the library itself for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Week. A
collection ofAboriginal artefacts, post-
ers, books and videos horn the collec-
tion was place in a prominent position
and proved so popular, especially with
tourists travelling through in the win-
ter months, that we have kept the dis-
play up ever since.

LIBRARY PERSONNEL
CONSULTANTS

Experienced and qualified library staff
available for temporary and permanent
positions - all sectors, all levels.
FREELANCE LIBRARY &
INFORMATION SERVICES P/L
27 Kasouka Rd, Camberwell
Victoria, 3124

(03) 813 1923 FAX (03) 882 4274
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INDIGENOUS PECPLE
The library
ran a ‘Design a
‘ANEWPARNERSHP

Poster’ competi-
tion on the theme
o fThe Year of Indigenous People’ for
all local school-age children. This was
very popular—.some excellent entries
were received, and the winners were
presented with a copy ofeither Deidre
Stokes book ‘Desert Dreamings’ or
Oodgeroo’s book ‘Father Sky, Moth-
er Earth’. The entries were then dis-
played in the library during the
October school holidays. During the
holidays the library also ran a holiday
activity of Didgeridoo making, which
was accompanied by a spear and boo-
merang making exhibition by a local
Aboriginal man; both events were
popular with over 90 children attend-
ing.

The library also helped organise
free school screenings locally-made for
the film Exileand the Kingdom, which
is now receiving national acclaim. It
tells the story of the local Aboriginal
people, both before and after white set-
tlement. The film was viewed by most
upper school children in the area, and
over 1600 students had the opportu-
nity to learn more about the local Ab-
original community.

As the year comes to a close our
commitment to ‘The Year of Indige-
nous People’ will be carried into the
coming years by continuing to collect
materials for our Aboriginal Art and
History Collection, and by building
on the contact made during the year
widi local people. As a final thought
to take into the future, | quote one of
the winning entires in the poster com-
petition: ‘In the dark we are all the
same colour’. ]
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on jobs in the Library Locums
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