
Vic Branch 
Council at 
Sovereign 
Hill
A n d rew  Shi ells, 
President of the  
Ballarat Province 
Regional Group, 
reports on a 'v e ry  
special' ALIA day

r he D ay , o rg an ised  by  
the  B a lla ra t P ro v in ce  
R egional G ro u p  and the 
V ic to rian  Branch C o u n c il, a t­
tracted  around  25  participants  
to each session.

T he in itia l im petus fo r the  
A L IA  d ay  w as a V ic to r ia n  
B ranch  b ra in sto rm in g  session  
held early this year. T he Branch  
w ished to p ro m o te  th e ir re le­
vance to regional V ic to ria , and  
B allarat vo lu n teered  to host a 
C o u n cil m eeting ‘w ith  extras’.

T h e  sessions w ere  held  at 
Sovereign  H ill to ensure atm os­
phere and convivia lity . T he day  
began w ith  a Branch C o u n c il 
m eeting, fo llow ed  by lunch and  
then cham pagne tasting at the  
nearby Y ellow glen vineyard . A t  
5 .3 0 p m  a p ro d u ctive  h o u r o f  
brainsto rm ing  for the 1 9 9 6  B i­
ennial conference, to  be held in 
M e lb o u rn e , to o k  p lace, w ith  
m a n y  in n o v a tiv e  ideas being  
aired. R oll on 1 9 9 6 !

P re-d in n er drinks and d in ­
ner fo llow ed , w ith  guest speak­
er D r G abrie lle  B aldw in, Sen io r 
L ecturer at the H igher Educa­
tion  A d v is o ry  and  R esearch  
U n it (H E A R U ), M onash  U n i­
versity. D r Baldw in presented a 
th o u g h t p ro v o k in g  p ap er on  
‘gender roles in libraries’ , w hich  
gave rise to a live ly  p ost-d inner 
discussion. T he day was vo ted  a 
great success.

The exercise proved to a most 
valuable experience for the Re­
gional G roup. H olding a Branch 
Council meeting outside the m et­
ropolitan area worked well and  
Victorian Branch are to be con­
gratulated for supporting this in­
novative move. ■

W hen ants ca rry  elephants
The library profession and the International 
Y ear of the W orld's Indigenous Peoples

J  J j  argaret G a ff  reports on  
/ / / 1 a p aper b y  Je n n ife r  

/  V | C ram , A L IA  President, 
p resen ted  in D arw in  5 J u ly  
1 9 9 3 ,  just p rio r to the R A ISS  
I n fo b r id g e s  C onference. T his is 
the second pub lication  in the  
N o rthern  T errito ry ’s series, P ro ­
f e s s i o n a l  D ev e lo p m en t  f o r  I so la t­
e d  L ib ra ry  S ta ff.

W e  have come to expect an 
en terta in in g  and thoug ht p ro ­
voking paper from  Jenny C ram  
and this one is no exception. She 
leads us, through story and m et­
aphor, to a perspective on lib r­
ary  services and th e ir  
m anagem ent that gives truth to 
the com plexity o f  our profession

and our society today. T he pa­
per reflects Je n n y ’s breadth o f  
reading and her understanding, 
not only  o f  the fam iliar bottom  
line o f  the shrinking budget, re­
duced or stretched services and  
the ubiquitous and horrible user- 
pays principle, but also o f  the 
top line o f  hum an and cultural 
values. She speaks o f  the chaotic 
rea lity  w ith  w h ich  w e w restle  
endlessly, in spite o f  the best ef­
forts o f  the econom ic rationalists 
to ignore it on our behalf.

A  v id eo  tape is ava ilab le  
through yo u r Branch T rain ing  
and D evelopm ent Section, from  
T h e N L A  an d  the N o rth e rn  
T errito ry  F ilm  Library. ■

CD -R O M  user education
Liz le e  reports on an informal CD-ROM  
discussion group held a t A d e laid e 's  Barr 
Smith Library in July

he session  a ttra c te d  
ap p ro x im ate ly  3 5  l i ­
b ra ria n s  w h o  e x ­

ch an g ed  ideas a b o u t C D -  
R O M  user education  w ith  
colleagues fro m  o th er in s ti­
tu tio n s . A u stra lia n  u n ive rsi­
ty  lib ra rie s  h ave  b een  
su rv e ye d  re g a rd in g  th e ir  
C D -R O M  u ser e d u c a tio n  
p rogram s and copies o f  lea f­
lets w ere  requested . S even ­
te e n  lib ra rie s  h ave  so fa r  
re sp o n d e d , an d  w e ll o v e r  
1 0 0  leaflets have been c o l­
lec ted  fro m  in te rs ta te  an d  
overseas in stitu tio n s.

A  com p ila tio n  o f  rep lies  
an d  a list o f  the  leaflets re ­
ceived  w as p ro v id ed  fo r  the  
sess io n  p a r tic ip a n ts , an d  
d isp lay  copies o f  the  leaflets  
w ere  availab le  fo r  p eru sa l. 
In -h o u se  tu to ria ls  h e ld  by  
th e  B arr S m ith  L ib rary , in ­
c lu d in g  severa l p u rc h a se d  
f ro m  M o n a sh  U n iv e rs ity  
an d  o u r o w n  M ed lin e  in -

house tu to ria l, w ere  availa­
b le  fo r  p a rtic ip a n ts  to  tr y  
out. A  b ib lio g rap h y  o f  gen­
e ra l re fe re n c e s  o n  C D -  
R O M  u ser e d u c a tio n  an d  
m ateria l re levan t to  specific  
d ata b ases  h ad  a lso  b een  
com piled . P artic ip an ts  w ere  
en th usiastic  ab o u t the use­
fu lness o f  the  session.

T h e B a rr S m ith  L ib ra ry  
is in terested  to  id en tify  co l­
leagues w h o  are w illin g  to  
exchange leafle ts and ideas 
as a w a y  o f  p o o lin g  o u r ta l­
ents in  th is ra p id ly  b u rgeon­
ing  area w h ich  is eatin g  up  
an  in c re a s in g  a m o u n t o f  
user ed uca tion  s ta f f  tim e.

I f  y o u  w o u ld  like to  o b ­
ta in  copies o f  th e  d ocu m en ­
ta t io n , o r  to  exchange  
fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n , contact 
th e  In fo rm atio n  Services L i­
b rarian , Ju d ith  L loyd , te le ­
p h on e  (08 ) 3 0 3  5 0 6 7  at the  
B arr S m ith  L ib rary , U n ive r­
s ity  o f  A de la id e. ■
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