
Access and equity inquiry
H o u s e  o#  R e p s  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
A b o r i g i n a l  a n d  T o r r e s  S t r a i t  I s l a n d e r  A f f a i r s  i s  
t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h ' s  s t r a t e g y

r he 10-m em b er C o m m it
tee, chaired by M r Garrie  
Gibson (M P for M oreton, 
Q ld), w ill inquire into a report 
on the im p lem en tation  o f  the 
C om m onw ealth ’s Access and Eq

uity Strategy in relation to A bo
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. It w ill give particular at
tention to:
• the com prehensiveness o f  the 

Strategy;
• outcomes achieved by the Strat

egy for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people to date 
and expected outcom es to be 
achieved;

• co n tin u in g  barriers to access 
and equity;

* the means o f  overcom ing these 
barriers; and

• fu ture coo rd in atio n  be
tween C om m onw ealth  
D epartm ents and A T SIC  
especially at a regional lev
el concerning ways in w hich  
C om m onw ealth  D epartm ents  
can contribute through the A c
cess and Equity initiative to the 
achievement o f  the goals o f  the 
Regional Council Plans.

A  first public consultation was 
held in Cairns in early August. The 
Cairns Post (13  August), reporting 
this consultation, noted that Abo
rigines and Torres Strait Islanders 
miss out on opportunities in all as
pects o f life because of lack o f com
m unication and coordination  
between government departments.

The report quoted  Peter 
D odd, M P, a m em ber o f  the
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Com m ittee, as saying: ‘W e  have 
found there is a lack o f  inform a
tion at a ground level. It is obvi
ous com m u n ication  problem s  
must be addressed.’

The Chairman, Garrie Gibson, 
added the Com m ittee had been 
told that although some govern
ment departm ents had been re
sponsive to the access and equity’ 
strategy, many had not. In some 
cases the situation appeared worse 
now than it was three years ago.

The C om m ittee’s w ork con
tinues, and will entail visits to a 
num ber o f  centres around A us
tralia. ■
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F E R N T R E E

No matter what your 
information requirements 

Ferntree has the solution for 
your library.

For online information:
AUSINETASCFT PROFILE INVESTEXT/PL.US

For library management:
OCELOT LIBRARIES 2000 VOYAGER

To d is co v er  what F erntree 
Inform ation can  o f fe r  you  con ta ct 

eith er M argie Anderson or 
Leona J en n in g s  in M elbourne, or 

Gay Walsh in Sydney.

Ferntree Computer Corporation Lim ited 
A.C.N. 006 995 893 

Box 42 RMDC, Clayton V IC  3169

M e lb o u r n e :  ( 0 3 )  54 1  5 6 0 0  
S y d n e y :  ( 0 2 )  3 1 3  7 7 0 0  

T o ll F r e e :  ( 0 0 8 )  3 3  5 0 6 7

o r  F a x :  ( 0 3 )  5 4 3  3671

S T O P  T H I E V I N G ! !
w i t h  M i c r o T a g ’s

L i b r a r y  S e c u r i t y  S y s t e m

/T\ tT\
IT’S EFFECTIVE ...
The M icroTag Security System has a documented record of 
reducing book losses by an average of 80-90% and ...

IT’S SIMPLE...
by far the most trim, least complicated of all existing systems to 
install, operate, and maintain. Protecting your collection is 
quick, easy and very economical.

IT’S RELIABLE ...
no embarrassment due to false-alarms. An alarm means an 
attempted book theft. Excellent head-to-toe detection.

IT’S INEXPENSIVE ...
we designed this system to be within the budget of every library 
or media centre.

Put a

Phone M icroTag now for an obligation free quote:
Melbourne: Ph: (03) 525 2757 Canberra: Ph: (06) 281 6940
Sydney: Ph: (02) 398 9088 Brisbane: Ph: (07) 351 4443
Perth: Ph: (09) 276 4056 Adelaide: Ph: (08) 232 1282

For country and interstate enquiries phone: 008 33 9473 (freecall)

to BOOK THEFT IN YOUR 
LIBRARY

M ic ro T a g
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