The National Portrait Gallery

The NLA is to establish this new institution at old

Parliament House

he Federal Government has
now put its seal on a Na-
tional Portrait Gallery with

The Federal Government has
invited the National Library to
establish this new national insti-

the announcement in the Budgettution and the Library has accept-
that funds have been allocated toed the Government s invitation

William Strutt's charming 1856 portrait of John Pascoe Fawkner (baker, convict,
land-owner and city councillor) in the NLAs collection will be an early candidate for
hanging in the National Porirait Gallery (Photo NLA Photographies)

establish the Gallery at Old Parlia-
ment House.

Ihe idea that Australia should
have its own Portrait Gallery was
initiated by Gordon and Marilyn
Darling, and this announcement is
the culmination of the Darlings’
Five year campaign. Gordon Dar-
ling, previously Chairman of the
National Gallery of Australia and a
generous sponsor of the arts, to-
gether with his wife, was the driv-
ing force behind the touring
exhibition ‘Uncommon Austral-
ians— Towards a National Portrait
Gallery’. Through its rich collection
of documentary portraits, the Na-
tional Library was the greatest insti-
tutional lender to this important
touring exhibition.

20 September 1993

to take responsibility for its oper-
ation.

The NLA will not be looking to
btiild up a new collection but rath-
er to utilise its own extensive hold-
ings of Australian portraits, and to
borrow from existing collections in
institutions and in private hands. It
will arrange three to four exhibi-
tions a year at Old Parliament
House, presenting works in a range
of mediums to explore different
ways of looking at Australians and
the Australian experience. Oral his-
tory interviews and manuscripts
will add variety and context to each
exhibition, and from time to time
these exhibitions will be included in
the NLA’s national touring pro-
gram. [ ]

“The User Group has proven
to be a valuable for discussing
new system functions which
would be of benefit to all
member libraries.”

Hankirs, Chief Librarian
South Co-Operative Library Services
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\Who Understands
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WithoverSyear'sexperience
placing library people there
are not many problems we
haven't tackled sometime,
somewhere.

AtLibrary Locumsyou will
talk to people

who exclusively handle
library vacancies

who are experts in
matching people to
library jobs

who have the widest
knowledge ofthelibrary
job market

Our experience solving
library staff problems
means we will find the best
solution for you.
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