
ALIA has a new Executive Director
i n C i t e  h a s  p r e p a r e d  t h i s  p r o f i l e  o f  V i r g i n i a  W a l s h  a s  s h e  m o v e s  i n t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e

n 16  August the staff o f  the 
National Office welcomed 
ALIA’s new Executive Di­

rector. Virginia Walsh joins ALIA  
after spending the last few years as 
Executive Director o f  the Australa­
sian Urban and Regional Informa­
tion Systems Association  
(AURISA). AU RISA’s membership 
is drawn from New Zealand, Aus­
tralia and the Asia Pacific Region 
and its structure is very similar to 
that o f  ALIA.

W hile experienced in all of the 
administrative and political aspects 
o f managing a National Association 
through her work with AU RISA  
and some other national associa­
tions on a consultancy basis, V ir­
ginia also brings to ALIA experience 
in business and the public sector.

She was recruited to the C om ­
monwealth Public Service as an Ad­
ministrative Trainee in 1976. This 
program, which only recently 
ceased, drew about thirty graduates 
each year from Australian universi­
ties to be trained for a senior man­
agement career in the public service. 
Before resigning from the service in 
1981 Virginia worked in key policy 
departments including Prime M in­
ister and Cabinet, Em ploym ent 
and Industrial Relations and the 
Public Service Board.

In 19 8 1  Virginia embarked on 
a business career. She became well 
know n in the decade that fo l­
lowed as the proprietor o f  The  
Lobby Restaurant, located oppo­
site the old  Parliam ent House. 
Scene o f  much political intrigue, 
The Lobby was, and remains, a 

venue w ell-patronised by in flu ­
ence-makers, -breakers and -bro­
kers from  business, politics and 
the media.

D u rin g  the 1 9 8 0 s  V irg in ia  
was appointed to a num ber o f  
boards, serving on the N ational 
T ourism  A dvisory C ouncil, the 
N ational E xhibition C en tre  
Trust, and the A C T  Restaurant 
&  Catering Association. She was 
D eputy Chairperson o f  the A C T  
Electricity and W ater A uthority, 
the biggest governm ent enterprise 
in Canberra, for over four years 
from  19 8 8  to 1992 . In this posi­

tion  her talents  
w ere particu larly  
directed tow ards  
issues o f  finance, 
fund ing  and ac­
counting  and to 
the developm ent 
o f  an E n viron ­
m ent Policy and  
im proved  w o rk ­
place practices.

V irg in ia  has 
worked as a pub­
lic policy consult­
ant w ith  A C IL  
Australia, and, for 
several years, con­
ducted her ow n  
consultancy busi­
ness, Amanuensis 
&  Associates, spe­
cialising in the 
analysis o f  public 
policy issues and 
developm ent of 
m arketing plans 
fo r an unusual 
m ix o f clients.
D uring 19 9 0  and 19 9 1  she deliv­
ered the M arketing  Principles 
course to students in C anberra  
undertaking the G raduate M an­
agem ent Q ualification adm inis­
tered by the Australian Graduate  
School o f  M anagem ent at the 
University of N SW .

H ow  does this mixture o f  ca­
reer experiences relate to the du­
ties o f  Executive D irector o f  the 
Australian Library and Inform a­
tion Association? Virginia believes 
that a  la rg e p a r t  o f  h e r  j o b  rela tes to 
a  com b in a tion  o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  ca ­
p a b ili ty  a n d  ca p a city  to p r o m o te  th e  
in terests o f  th e  A ssocia tion s con s tit­
u en cy  w h er e v e r  a n d  w h en e v e r  this 
is requ ired . The ability to negoti­
ate the political and bureaucratic 
channels is critical to success. 
This, com bined with the ability 
to express the issues clearly and 
succinctly, will enable V irginia to 
build on the excellent w ork  that 
has already been done by the Na­
tional O ffice since its relocation 
to Canberra in 1988 .

For those readers o f  in C it e  
w ho may be interested in V irgin­
ia’s ‘extra curricular’ interests, we

can report that she was once a 
very keen squash player, studied 
the flute at the Conservatorium  of 
N SW , and has always been an 
avid reader. She has been involved 
in m any music groups from  jazz, 
rock, folk to classical and was a 
m em ber of the C anberra band  
‘Salvation Jan e ’, fam ous in the 
early 1980s  for its all-wom an line 
up and eclectic repertoire. She also 
studied sculpture at the Canberra 
School o f  Art. But because she has 
always been encouraged not to 
give up her day job, Virginia has 
relied on her m ore saleable skills 
as a com m unicator and adm inis­
trator to pay the bills.

D uring her first weeks with  
the Association she will be seizing 
every opportunity to talk to ALIA  
members at various conferences 
and other meetings. She is excited 
by the prospects for libraries and 
inform ation services in Australia, 
and is looking forward enthusias­
tically to her tim e w ith  ALIA. 
From the next edition o f  inC ite 
Virginia will write a regular report 
on Association activities and issues 
of interest to members. ■
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