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Finally.... a New South Wales TAFE Group

t long last a New South
WaleS Group of the ALIA
National TAFE Section
has_been formed.
 The National TAFE Sec-
tion, formed in 1985, has al-
ways been very active. This
encouraged the formation of
State GrouPs in Queensland,
South Australia, Victoria ESln
'199N2§ V\e}nd now, in April 1993,
|

n .

The need for a NSW Group
was highlighted most recently
when States were asked to take
an active %a[t in the TAFE [i-
braries lobbying campaign.

The Group will "henefit
members working in the TAFE
sector in NSW “and will also

Environment Librarians Network

benefit ALIA through increased
membership. It will' provide an
effective and cohesive viewpoint
on matters which are of interest
to TAFE I|brar)( staff in NSW.
The Group will also promote
TAFE Interests In ALIA
through NSW Branch at_State
level, “and through the TAFE
Section at the national level.

At present the NSW Group

Plans to continue support for
he national TAFE libraries lob-
bying campaign. It is intended
to fold an Annual General
Meeting and launch of the
Group,” possibly at the ALIA
National TAFE" Libraries Con-
ference in Canberra 28-30 Sep-
tember.

TAFE library staff through-
out NSW have already héen
contacted. Anyone interested in
NSW TAFE Group activities or
wishing to participate in Group
Committee work, are asked to
Bleas,e advise Kelly Callaghan,

resident, telephone
02) 568 0259 or Marianne
estor, Treasurer, telephone
(02) 217 3029, I

Roxanne Missingham has just put together its second Newsletter

oxanne reports that _li-
brarians are still joining
this group and are keen
to hear from their col-
leaques. _
his will be_an important
Year, for the_environment— fol-
owing the Federal election and
changes to state governments.
The “environment’ remains an
important issue. Chan%_es to en-
vironmental information sys-
tems and policies indicate that
ecologlcallx_sustamable develop-
ment~has high priority and will
be the subjéct of more reports
and studies. ,

At the end of last year Merri-
lyn Chilvers attended a training
course in Nairobi on INFOTER-
RA, an environmental informa-
tion_network run by the United
Nations Environment Program
(UNEP).. The network Uses s its
anary instrument of operation
he International Directory of
Sources of Environmental Infor-
mation, a database which gives
access to more than 6 000 sourc-
es of information in over 1000
environmental subjects.

The Commonwealth Depart-
ment of the Environment, in its
various quises, has been the Aus-
tralian member, or National Fo-
call Point, to  use the
INFOTERRA terminology, since

its inception after the Stockholm
Conference in 1972. Australia
has also heen designated as a Re-
gional Services Centre for SE Asia
and the South Pacific.

There are currently 155 mem-
bers, from devel sz and developed
nations. Over 24 500 qllger,les Were
handled by the network in 1991,
more than half from developing
countries. o

Some of the queries which came
t0 Australia were on recyclln? 0f lead
batteries, treatment of ‘waste water

from coal mines, the use of effluent
from soya bean curd manufacture,
commerCial farming of wild animals,
urban waste collection, irrigation, sa-
linity in ground water and many re-
lating to air and water quality.

or more information on INFO-
TERRA call Merrilyn on phone
(06) 274 1213. Roxanne will put out
an other issue of the newsletter [ater
this year—please send her articles or
sug estions fax. (06) 250 0399 tel
(O6) 250 0206 = “or  E-mail:
rmissing@anpws.erin.gov.au. 1

APSIG WA established in Perth

That old China hand, Roy Stall, sees an important

future tor the new group

n the evening of

29 March  the = WA
, Branch’s Asia and Pacif-
ic Special Interest Group was
launched by Dr Lynn Allen, the
Western Australian State Li-
brarian. Speaking to a small but
enthusiastic group of members
in the State 'Library’s Theatre,
Dr Allen welcomed” the forma-
tion of the Group and spoke of
its timeliness given Western
Australia’s growing economic
links with ASla,

After the official launch, Roy
Stall spoke to the grouf) of his
recent experiences, while living
and working in Hong Kong &

Lending Services Librarian at
the Hong Kong Polytechnic,
Roy returned in” Decémber af-
ter” four years in Hong Kon?,
where he“took the opportunity
to make several visits to the
People’s Republic of China, in-
cluding visits to_ Shanghal,
Wuxi, " Nanjing, Guangzhou,
and Guilin. = -

The WA Asia and Pacific
Sf)emal Interest Group has
planned further meetings dur-
Ing the year and welcomes new
members. Please contact Roy
Stall, the Interim Convener on
09) 311 2282 (work) or
09) 384 1022 (nome). »
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