
Preserving Australia's electronic information
A n  A C L IS  T a s k  Fo rc e  is  b e a v e r in g  a w a y  o n  t h i s  th o r n y  
i t s  S e c re ta ry , e x p la in s  w h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  d o in g

/
nformation in electronic for­
mat has been a boon for librar­
ies, enhancing libraries’ ability 
to access and retrieve information 
quickly and effectively from almost 
any location. It is not, however, 
without its problems: more and 
more varied records are being held 
in machine-readable tape or com­

puter disk format, making these 
records very vulnerable. They can 
be altered or revised without any in­
dication that a change has been 
made, so that data is lost to future 
research use.

Since 1985, a Task Force (first 
of ALIC, later of ACLIS) has been 
working on the problems of pre­
serving electronic information, aim­
ing to make librarians more aware 
of these problems. ACLIS believes 
that the library community now 
needs to decide which libraries will 
be responsible for preserving certain 
categories of electronic information.

The Task Force has identified 
categories of electronic information 
and ranked these in order of ‘wor­
thiness of preservation'. A wide 
cross-section of those potentially in­
terested was involved: librarians, ar­
chivists, historians and computing 
lecturers. As might be expected 
there was much debate on the cate­
gories and the relative importance

of preserving each category. Work­
ing parties were established for cat­
egories of records in which 
respondents expressed strong inter­
est and willingness to work. These 
working parties identified the 
records or data worth preserving. 
The categories are not exhaustive 
and gaps may exist; however they 
were seen to be the highest priority 
for preservation.

These categories are:
• authors’ works in progress;
• research communities’ informa­

tion exchange;
• factual files and reference type 

records;
• training packages and education­

al software.
Following this initial work, the 

Task Force on the Preservation of 
Australian Electronic Information 
has now produced a position paper 
which was endorsed at the Towards 
Federation 2001  Conference as an 
acceptable approach to preserving 
electronic records.

The position paper does not of­
fer any great depth of technical or 
financial guidance in the preserva­
tion of electronic iniormation. Its 
purpose is to ensure that libraries 
have an understanding of the prob­
lem; to outline which categories are 
at risk and why they should be col-
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lected; to explore which libraries 
might accept responsibility for the 
collection and preservation of these 
records; and to provide guidelines 
for how, and in what form, the 
records might be preserved given 
the present state of technology.

With categories determined and 
some guidelines given, those librar­
ies accepting responsibility will then 
need to establish policies and pro­
cedures for preserving the records. 
While the Task Force has made 
some recommendations on what to 
collect, when to collect and in what 
format, the rapid pace of change in 
this area means that the position pa­
per will need to be reviewed annu­
ally.

The Task Force has produced 
two brochures to publicise the need 
for preservation, one promoting the 
need for libraries to collect drafts of 
authors’ works in progress, the oth­
er promoting the collection of car­
tographic data in electronic form. 
These brochures have been distrib­
uted to institutions and agencies 
known to be interested; if you have 
not received them and would like a 
copy, contact ACLIS on
(06) 262 1244.

Jennifer Peasley can provide 
copies of the position paper—con­
tact her on (02) 230 1551. ■

IBRARY RELOCATIONS
A T L A N T I S  I S  N o .  1 I N  L I B R A R Y  R E L O C A T I O N S

Atlantis has developed and constructed the "State of the Art" system for 
the packing, moving and unpacking of books, journals, newspaper volumes, 
manuscripts, AV materials, files and stationery.

Our purpose-built trolley allows for a cost efficient and time saving 
solution to the special problems of library removals.

)) Each trolley has a removable side.
)) The shelves are adjustable.
)} Trolleys can be totally enclosed.
Atlantis is experienced in this type of systematic packing -  to the 

extent that we are familiar with the Dewey and Library of Congress classi­
fication systems.

Using both our trolleys and exp erien ced  packing staff, we can 
relocate your library collections and filing system s shelf to shelf, bay to 
bay or by alpha/numeric sequence.

Atlantis guarantees an econom ical and professional service that 
we know is critical to your area.

ATLANTIS REMOVALS PTY LTD
4A Woodcock Place 
Lane Cove NSW 2066 
Phone: (02) 427 7177 
Fax: (02) 427 7991
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