
AARNet and the Academic Library
Jim  Cleary  show s that lib ra ria n s  have a leading role at the cutting edge  

of com m unications technology, but need to tra in  them selves first

HE UNIVERSEIT OF Newcastle Libraries recently 
organised two-day workshops in Newcastle and 
Sydney on ‘AARNet and the Academic Library’. 
Fifty librarians came from as far away as Darwin and 

Perth to hear about the program of AARNet m arketing and 
training pioneered at the University of Newcastle. This 
program builds on an agreement between the Library and the 
University C om puting Service whereby the Library provides 
value-added services such as marketing and training while the 
C om puting Service concentrates on 
putting the technical infrastructure 
in place. In another first for 
Newcastle the University’s Research 
M anagem ent Com m ittee provided 
research infrastructure funding 
under M echanism  A to support the 
provision o f part-time casual 
research and training staff for the 
L ibrary’s AARNet project.

A 1991 survey indicated that 
fewer than 16% o f academic staff at 
the University of Newcastle had 
used AARNet. This became the 
basis for a successful program that 
encompassed a lunch hour 
promotional sem inar attracting over 
100 faculty and a continuing series 
of introductory and advanced 
technical tutorials. Faculty

Bill Linklaler (left), Librarian o f the University o f 
Newcastle and George Miller, Asian Studies Librarian 
atANU, at the AARNet workshop reception.

librarians have followed up with the first of a series o f seminars 
on information resources accessible via AARNet. It is the 
Library’s conviction that the academ ic com m unity has yet to 
be educated to the implications of AARNet for the scholarly 
com munication system and that the acquisition of technical 
skills must be linked to a w ider consideration o f the policy 
issues involved.

The workshop gave the participants an overview of 
training strategies, technological support for instruction,

directory and access tools, front- 
end interfaces to the networks 
and an introduction to the 
information resources on the 
network in specific disciplines.
The positive response to the 
workshops and the difficulty 
m any librarians have experienced 
in getting started with AARNet 
indicate a need for a program of 
national m arketing and training 
workshops to ‘train the trainers’.
It is likely that the University of 
Newcastle Libraries will take their 
workshop to other states if 
resources are forthcoming to 
support them. If you are interested 
in following this up, contact the 
University Librarian, Bill Linklater, 
on (049) 215 854.

P e r g n m o n  
p r ic e s  t o  f a l l

D  A Books &  Jo urna ls has been aw arded the 
exc lu sive  agen cy  for Pergam on  books w ith in  
Australasia and as a result all Pergam on book prices 
in Australasia w ill fall.

Pergam on Press, the second largest scientific 
Journal publisher in the world, was purchased last 
year for more than A$ 1000 m illion by Elsevier 
Science Publishers.

Prices w ill fall because D A Books &  Journals, 
un like Pergam on’s previous distributor, w ill offer 
Pergam on book titles at country-of-origin  prices 
converted to Australian dollars. Stock w ill be carried 
o f all newtitles, supplem ented byairfreightedsupplies 
to Australia.

An exam ple o f  the new  pricing  is Pergam on’s 
forthcom ing pub lication The Encyclopedia o f  Higher 
Education. This title is available, p re-publication , for 
a little  over A $1500  com pared w ith  more than 
A $ 1800 prior to this developm ent. Also, new books 
w ill be in Australia w ith in  days ofoverseas publication.

W hen  inform ation resource budgets are being 
stretched to the lim it by the increasing cost o f books, 
any news o f price reductions has to be welcom e.

R ichard Siegersma 
General Manager, Marketing and  Sales 

D A Books andJournals

THREE NEW PUBUCATIONS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA LIBRARY
• Australian Library and Information Science Abstracts 1991 

edited by Barbara Blacoe $60.00
Citations and full abstracts of nearly 1000 items 
indexed by  the Australian Clearing H ouse for 
Library and Information Science. Invaluable for 
planning and research in any area of librarianship 
and bibliography. Back issues available.

• Subject librarianship: the future way?
edited by Irene Doskatsch $32.00

P ro ceed in g s  o f the co n feren ce  h eld  by the  
University of South Australia in July 1991

• Libraries and Information Services ofSouth Australia
edited by Stephen Krassay $32.00

The third edition of this com prehensive directory of 
public, TAFE, university and special libraries in 
South Australia. Useful to all libraries and schools 
too (for SACE)
Prices include postage. Please include payment 

with your order if at all possible
ORDERS TO 

Library Publications 
University of South Australia 

Holbrooks Road UNDERDALE SA 5032 
Fax (08) 302 6699
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