
News on Systems Interconnection
K e rry  W ebb  reports on the W o rkin g  G ro u p 's  activity and 

signals an im p o rta n t in fo rm a tio n  update
HE N A TIO N AL 
L ibrary’s W ork ing  Group 
on L ibrary System s 
Interconnection met last 

Septem ber in A lbury. T he Group was 
set up in 1986 and meets around 
twice a year to m onitor developm ents 
in standards for link ing  lib rary 
systems and to advise the Australian 
library com m unity  on strategies for 
interw orking o l library systems. 
A m ong the m atters discussed at this 
m eeting were three o f general interest 
to Australian libraries— the 
establishm ent o f a Standards Australia 
Committee on  m atters related to 
library autom ation , a survey o f 
Electronic Document Delivery plans, 
and an Open Systems Update to be 
held prior to the Information Online 
and Ondisc Conference in January.

Standards C om m ittee IT/19 was 
formed at the suggestion o f the 
W ork ing  Group and its first m eeting 
was held in Sydney on 21 October. It 
is chaired by N eil M cLean from 
M acquarie U niversity and has 
representatives from the N ational 
L ibrary, ALIA, A C LIS, C A U L, C ASL 
and other bodies. T h e C om m ittee 
w ill have a num ber o f responsibilities, 
but is expected to concentrate on 
three that were identified in 
Resolution TE3 from the Towards 
Federation 2001 Conference— to 
m onitor developm ents in relevant 
standards and protocols in Australia 
and overseas, to develop standards 
and protocols in special areas, and to 
adopt standards and protocols 
particularly for electronic request and 
supply of docum ents.

T he C om m ittee w ill w ork closely 
w ith the W orking G roup in carrying 
out these responsibilities, and will rely 
on feedback from G roup members in 
the developm ent and adoption ol 
relevant standards.

The Survey o f Electronic 
Docum ent D elivery is aim ed at 
developing a preferred model for 
Australian libraries, tak ing into 
account different networks, 
technologies and systems. A  
prelim inary survey was conducted by 
Rona W ade o f UNI LING and the 
response from that small sam ple of 
libraries is being used to com pile the 
final questionnaire which w ill be 
w idely dissem inated. Any queries 
about the survey should be directed to 
Rona on (02) 212 4444 .

The Open System s U pdate w ill 
be held at the Sydney International 
H ilton from 1 .3 0 -5 .3 0  pm on

M onday 18 Jan uary  1993. It w ill 
feature C lifford Lynch and Jim  
M ichael ta lk ing  about international 
developm ents for link ing  system s, and 
a num ber o f Australian speakers 
discussing how these developm ents 
m ay be incorporated in systems in 
this country. C lifford Lynch is the 
D irector o f L ibrary Autom ation in 
the U niversity o f C aliforn ia System  
and Jim  M ichael is V ice-President 
(Standards) at DataResearch. B oth are

EVELOPING Flexible 
Strategies in the Early Years 
o f  Schooling: Purposes and  
Possibilities, August 1992, 

is the fifth paper in the Schools 
C ouncil Compulsory Years o f  Schooling 
Project. Th is paper has been prepared 
to challenge schools, so that 
educational program s can be 
transformed in the early years, i.e ., 
R -C rade 5. Im proving the learn ing 
outcomes for all students is the goal o f 
such proposed changes.

W hile  encouraging school 
com m unity  m em bers ro work 
collaboratively and cooperatively is 
most com m endable, it is very 
disappo inting that this paper has not 
dealt more substantively w ith  such 
ideas. Over m any years teacher- 
librarians have been advocating the 
dem onstrable educational benefits of 
resource-based learning, in w hich 
students can learn from their own 
direct confrontation w ith learning 
resources. T h e class teacher and 
teacher-librarian w ork cooperatively 
to plan and im plem ent programs, 
w hich w ill assist the students to use 
the inform ation that they have 
uncovered. W e have teacher-librarians 
now, who w ork cooperatively from 
jun io r prim ary/infant school level 
using resourced-based learning. H ow  
m uch more effective this paper cou ld  
have been, if  it tackled the 
developm ent o f flexible strategies 
using an established strategy such as 
resource-based learning!

It is also o f concern that this paper 
does little to enhance creative thought 
about educating for the inform ation 
society; to stim ulate debate about the 
most effective w ays of teaching

deeply involved in the form ulation 
and im plem entation o f standards in 
the US, particu larly for the Z 39 .50  
standard for intersystem  search and 
retrieval.

T he Registration fee for the 
U pdate is $60— m ake your cheque 
out to ALIA Information Science 
Section and send it to Kerry W ebb at 
the N ational L ibrary, C anberra A C T  
2600 . Enquiries to Kerry on 
(06) 262  1 535. ■

inform ation literacy; or to encourage 
discussion about the potential role of 
the teacher/librarian, the school 
library' and the resources therein. 
W h ile  the intentions o f  the Schools 
C ouncil in this paper are adm irable, 
the omission o f inform ation literacy 
as a m ajor focus o f curriculum  
detracts from the cred ib ility  o f the 
paper. The National Project on the 
Quality o f  Teaching and Learning 
w ould support this contention: ‘T o be 
fully prepared to live in an contribute 
to tom orrow ’s w orld  children w ill 
need to know  how to gain access to 
inform ation and apply it .’ Quality 
Time, N ovem ber 1991.

It is com m endable that this paper 
recognises ‘T echno logy’ as an area of 
concern in schools. T he paper 
recognises that technology is an 
educational tool, and it recognises 
that technology can have negative 
effects. Nevertheless, a lot o f space is 
devoted to discussing technological 
innovation w ith  only fleeting 
references to inform ation.
Inform ation technology is not clearly 
differentiated from inform ation 
literacy, nor is it clearly enunciated 
that the role o f technology is to 
enhance program s of inform ation 
literacy. It is sim p ly inappropriate to 
discuss inform ation literacy under the 
heading ‘T echno logy’.

F inally, we need to recognise that 
young children just revel in the 
variety o f resources in a school library. 
W ith  such a ‘captive aud ience’, so 
keen to learn about how the world 
goes round and how all those 
resources can help them sort out such 
questions, w hat an opportun ity for 
teachers and schools to grasp! ■

Flexible strategies in the 
com pulsory years

B ut, M a rg a re t S iritk la n d  asks, w h e re  is 
in form ation  literacy? w h e re  is the school lib ra ry?
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