
The n e w  Oz Oxford
P eter Ju d ge  has been re a d in g  this im p o rta n t n e w  reference w o rk

X FO R D  H AVE JU S T  
b rought out a b rand  
new  d ic tio n ary , The 
Australian Concise 

Oxford D ictionary (ACOD), w h ich  
they c la im  offers ‘a un ique  
com bination  o f  in te rn atio n a l 
E nglish and A u stra lian  usage that 
no o ther A ustra lian  d ic tio n ary  can 
r iv a l’ . It is, the ir release notes say , a 
true ‘co n c is io n ’— selected  from  the 
tw en ty-vo lum e Oxford English 
D ictionary (a lth ou gh  its tit le  page 
says o n ly  that it is ‘Based on The 
Concise D ictionary o f  Current 
English (8th E dition)).

W h at does th is new  Oxford 
offer? It is ce rta in ly  up -to -date : it 
was released on 20  N ovem ber 
1992 , and n o th in g  is m ore recen t 
than  that. It is the p ro duct o f  T h e 
A ustra lian  N ation a l D ic tio n ary  
C en tre  at the A N U , w h ich  was 
estab lished in 1988 after ten years 
of p io n eering  w ork , for ‘co n d u c tin g  
research into  A u stra lian  E nglish  and

p ro v id in g  O xford A ustralian  
d ic tio n ar ies  w ith  ed ito ria l 
exp ertise ’ . M ak in g  use o f  the 
resources o f  the Oxford English 
D ictionary  and  its own research , the 
C en tre  believes that ACOD is ‘the 
m ost com pact and  au th o rita tive  
d ic t io n a ry  ava ilab le  for A ustra lian  
u sers .’

T h e  1992  ACOD g ives you  
1375  pages for $ 3 4 .9 5  com pared  
w ith  the 1988 Concise M a c’s 1204 
pages for $ 2 9 .9 5 (an d  the 1991 b ig  
M a c’s 2 0 5 0  pages for $ 4 9 .9 5 ) . It 
in c ludes all m an n er o f  fun 
A u stra lian ism s like B lind  Freddy, 
H u g h ie  (bu t ‘o rig . u n k n .’ ? Ju p iter  
Pluvius!), W oo p  W oop  and galah  
session (as does the Mac).

M o re  seriously , it looks at the 
chan ges in the A ustra lian  
vo cab u lary  resu lting  from  our 
in creasin g  responsiveness to both 
o ur ab o rig in a l h eritage and our 
g ro w in g  m u lticu ltu ra lism . ACOD 
has exam in ed  56 aborig inal

1992 COOL Aw ards 
presented

Jane R ankine  announces the results of 
'C a n b e rra 's  o w n  o utstanding lis t'

M d  RS A N IT T A  KEATING, PA T R O N  o f C h ild ren ’s W eek  in 
/ l  /K the A C T  recently aw arded prizes to G eorgina H awkins,

/  { /  I  12 years, and N atalie H odgk in , 11 years, w inners o f  the 
* ^  I  certificate com petition .

G eorgina and N atalie then w en t on to announce the 1992 CO O E 
Awards and to present the w in n in g  authors, M r Paul Jennings and M s 
Robin Klein, w ith  their certificates.

T he prizes were donated by the U niversity C o-op Bookshop, A N U , 
and sponsorship for M s K lein’s and M r Jen n in gs’s visit to the A C T  was by 
the U niversity Co-op Bookshop, A N U  and Penguin Books Australia.

Results o f  the 1992 C O O L  Awards are:

Primary Division
W inner:
The Cabbage Patch Fib by Paul Jenn ings published by Penguin 

Books.

Top Three:
Paw T hingby  Paul Jennings published by Penguin  Books.
The Eleventh Hour by G raem e Base published b y  V ik ing  Books. 
Possum M agicb y  M em  Fox published by O m nibus Books.

Secondary Division
W inner:
Came Back To Show You I  Could Fly by Robin Klein published by 

Penguin Books.

Top Three:
Unreal! by Paul Jenn ings pub lished by Penguin Books.
Unbearable!by Paul Jenn ings published by penguin  Books.
Hating Alison Ashley by Robin Klein published by V ik ing  Books. ■

languages and  inc ludes en tries from 
about h a lf  that num ber; the M ac 
finds ‘abou t four h un dred  
ab orig ina l w ords in o ur E n glish ’ . 
ACOD has agon ised  over spellings 
in cu rren t A ustra lian  usage an d , like  
the Mac, it has become more tolerant, 
now allow ing m ^uiry as w ell as 
m quiry (but w ith  different m eanings), 
convenor as well as convenor, 
judg(e)m ent, -ise/-ize, hono(u)rable, 
program (m e) and so on.

A C O D  takes a com prehensive 
sw ipe at its com petito rs, say ing , for 
exam p le , th at the M acquarie 
d ic tio n ary  is ‘ . . .b a se d  on the 
Hamlyn E ncyclopedic World 
D ictionary o f  1971 , . . .a n d  the 
Concise M acquarie is a concision  o f 
a one-vo lum e d ic tio n ary , not a 
tw en ty -vo lum e d ic t io n a ry .’ T h is 
seem s to undervalue  the progress 
m ade by M acq u arie  U n iv e rs ity ’s 
N atio n a l C en tre  for L anguage 
T each in g  and  Research, w ith in  
w h ich  the D ic tio n ary  Research 
C en tre  was set up in 1986 .

Y our review er adm its to o w n ing  
a dozen English  d ic tio n aries and 
encyclop aed ias , in c lu d in g  the 1971 
Hamlyn , the 1991 b ig  A/^cand the 
tw o-vo lum e Shorter Oxford. T h e 
M ac has the heaviest use, but the 
o thers all com e in for p a rticu la r 
queries. inC ite fo llow s the 1988 
ACTS Style Manual, Fourth  
E d ition , w h ich  (p32) in general 
p referred  the spe llings g iven  in the 
Macquarie. H ow ever, AG PS drew  
atten tio n  to ‘accep tab le  varian ts in 
cu rren t use’ an d  the ‘state o f  flux in 
the lan gu age ’ , ad d in g  that ‘No 
sing le  d ic t io n a ry .. .is lik e ly  to m eet 
every n eed ’ .

M an y  A ustra lian s retain  an 
affection  for the o ld  ‘Concise 
O xford’d a tin g  back  to the ir school 
days (and often still use the ir 
o rig in a l ink -sta ined  copy). For 
those sen tim en ta lis ts , an d  for others 
on str ic tly  p ractica l g ro un ds, the 
1992 ACOD cou ld  be a log ica l and 
w orth w h ile  purchase . Be w arned ! 
You need great se lf-d isc ip lin e  to 
keep out of those exc it in g  an d  tim e- 
con su m ing  e tym o lo g ica l byw ays. 
But take A G P S ’s advice and  do 
som e com parison  shopp ing . 
D ictio naries d iffer one from  
an oth er in p h ilo sop hy , con ten t and 
p resen tation , and w h at you  w an t 
from  you r  d ic tio n ary  m ay not 
appear in the first one yo u  pull 
from the shelf. ■
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