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I  began m y y e ar as 
President da im ing  an  

open m ind about m ost 
things w hile  

unasham edly pushing  
m y b a rro w  on a  fe w  

m ajo r issues

r H E  P R E S ID E N T  o f  A L IA  has a w o n d e rfu l o p p o r tu n ity  to m ake  
so m e  sp ec ia l c o n tr ib u t io n  to th e  A sso c ia tio n  an d  its m em b ers. 
T h o se  o f  us w h o  h ave h e ld  th a t o ffice  sp en d  a y e a r  a lm o st 
e n t ir e ly  d ev o ted  to l iv in g , w o rk in g  an d  b re a th in g  for the 

A s so c ia t io n , I am  c e r ta in  th a t  a ll o f  us w o u ld  ag ree  th a t th e  exp er ien ce  
c h a n g e s  u s in  so m e sp ec ia l w a y . For m e th a t ch an g e  has been  d ram a tic , 
q u ite  u n e x p e c te d  an d  a t t im es , q u ite  d is tu rb in g  an d  I k n o w  I am  very  
th a n k fu l fo r it.

I b e g a n  m y  y e a r  as P re s id e n t  c la im in g  an  o p en  m in d  ab o u t m o st th in g s  
w h ile  u n a sh a m e d ly  p u sh in g  m y  b a rro w  on a few  m a jo r  issues lik e  A L IA ’s 
ro le  as w a tc h d o g  a g a in s t  e m p lo y m e n t  g ro u p s id e n t if y in g  o u r  sk ills  an d  
d o in g  it b a d ly . T h ro u g h  inC ite  y o u  w ill k n o w  o f  m y  co n cern  w ith  sk ills  in  
lo b b y in g . Y o u  w ill k n o w  th a t  I b e liev e d  in  A L IA  as the  o n ly  b o d y  to 
re p re se n t  th e  p ro fess io n . T h e se  are  im p o r ta n t  an d  w il l  re m a in  so.

C o m in g  from  a c o m m e rc ia l b a c k g ro u n d , I h ad  n ever en v isag ed  th a t 
I w o u ld  b ec o m e  s in g le -m in d e d  ab o u t  th e  d an ge rs  o f  u se r-p ay s . I now  
b e liev e  to t a l ly  in  free access to  l ib ra r ie s  th a t  serve th e  A u s tra lian  
c o m m u n ity . I b e liev e  th a t  w e  n eed  a B ill o f  In fo rm a tio n  R ig h ts  to p ro tec t 
th e  r ig h t  o f  ev ery  A u s tra lia n  to  in fo rm a t io n  to su p p o rt e d u c a t io n a l, so c ia l 
a n d  c u ltu r a l  n eed s an d  a sp ira t io n s .

C o n fe re n c e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  A lb u ry -W o d o n g a  h ea rd  in  m y  P re s id e n tia l 
ad d re ss  o f  m y  co n cern  a t  e sc a la t io n  o f  fu n d in g  cu ts  an d  user p ays as a 
p h ilo s o p h y  to b a lan c e  th e  b u d g e t . I reg re t th a t m a n y  o f  m y  co lle ag u e s  are  
in  a p o s it io n  w h e re  as m an ag e rs  th e y  see th em se lv es in  c o n f lic t  w ith  o u r 
p h ilo s o p h y  o f  free access for a ll. I fear th a t  tho se  id ea ls  o f  so c ia l ju s t ic e  an d  
e q u i t y  th a t  to o k  h is to ry  so lo n g  to rea lise  m ay  be d e s tro ye d  o v e rn ig h t b y  
so m e o n e  w h o  h a sn ’t th o u g h t  it  th ro u g h .

F o llo w in g  th e  A L IA  C o n fe re n c e  I w as a g u e s t o f  th e  N e w  Z ea lan d  
L ib ra ry  A sso c ia t io n  (n o w  the  N ew  Z e a lan d  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  
A s so c ia t io n )  a t th e ir  co n fe ren ce  in  N e lso n . T h e ir  co n fe ren ce  w as in sp ir in g . 
T h e y  h ad  ch o sen  to m ee t in  w o rk sh o p s  to lo o k  a t issues fa c in g  l ib ra r ie s  an d  
th e  l ib r a r y  p ro fess io n  in  N ew  Z e a lan d . T h e y  d id  th e  im p o ss ib le , b r in g in g  
o ver 4 0 0  p eo p le  to g e th e r  from  a ll leve ls o f  the  p ro fess io n  an d  from  a ll 
c o rn e rs  o f  th e  c o u n try .

T h e re  w as fe e lin g  o f  o w n e rsh ip  of th e  co n fe ren ce  o u tco m e s  an d  a 
fe e lin g  o f  p r id e  in  h a v in g  w o rk ed  to g e th e r  to a ch iev e  th em .

W e  h ad  m e t 12 o f  o u r  K iw i c o lle a g u e s  at A lb u ry -W o d o n g a  an d  w e  h ad  
sh a red  so m e th in g  o f  th e  sp ir it  o f  b i-c u ltu ra l ism  in th a t  co n ta c t . T h e re  w ere  
a n u m b e r  o f  A u s tra lia n s  in  W e ll in g to n  an d  each  o f  us w ere  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in 
a c t iv it ie s  w h ic h  so u g h t to id e n t if y  an d  c e leb ra te  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to m ee t 
the  c h a lle n g e  o f  P ak e h a  an d  M ao r i c u ltu re s  w o rk in g  to g e th e r . S ue  P h aro , 
P re s id e n t o f the  N ew  Z e a la n d  L ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  A sso c ia tio n  in  her 
P re s id e n t ia l ad d ress  ta lk e d  ab o u t  l ib ra r ie s  p e rp e tu a t in g  th e  ‘d o m in a n t  
c u ltu ra l tren d s  in  o u r  so c ie ty ’ .

I c am e  b ack  w ith  q u e s tio n s  ab o u t th e  ro le o f  o u r  p ro fess io n  in 
A u s tra l ia ’s m u lt i- c u ltu r a lis m  an d  for m e these  a re  a lso  q u e s tio n s  of access 
an d  e q u ity . I k n o w  th a t  the  1 9 9 4  C o n fe ren ce  in  W e ll in g to n  w ill g iv e  us a 
c h an c e  to lo o k  a t so m e  o f  th o se  issues w ith  o u r c o lle ag u e s  acro ss the  
T a sm a n .

A lo n g  w ith  b i- c u ltu r a l ism  th e  N ew  Z e a lan d e rs  a ss ig n ed  a h ig h  p r io r ity  
to a c tio n s  u n d e r  the  h e a d in g  o f ‘ in fo rm a t io n  ju s t ic e ’ an d  ‘ free access to 
p u b lic  l ib r a r ie s ’ , O n e  o f  th o se  a c tio n s  w as to be an  ‘ B ill o f  In fo rm a tio n  
R ig h ts ’ .

O u r  c o lle ag u e s  in  N e w  Z e a lan d  h ave been  f ig h t in g  p o lic y  m ak ers  w h o  
lo o k  a t c h a rg in g  for l ib ra r y  se rv ices in  a so c ie ty  w h ic h  has s te a d ily  
e m b rac ed  the  c o n c ep t o f  u se r -p ay s . T h e  free access co n fe ren ce  re so lu t io n  
w as a resp o n se  to  m a n y  yea rs  o f  c o n f lic t  an d  c o n cern . S o m e  o f  th e  
d o m in a n t  c u ltu ra l tren d s  in  o u r  l ib ra r ie s  seem  to  be id eas  o f  access b y  th e  
fitte s t o r in  o th e r  w o rd s , access b y  tho se  w h o  can  a ffo rd  it . T h a t  is th e  o n ly  
m essage  o f  u se r-p ay s .

I see in  th e  1 9 9 4  jo in t  co n fe ren ce  in  W e ll in g to n  an  o p p o r tu n ity  to 
focus on  the  B ill o f  In fo rm a tio n  R ig h ts . P erh ap s w e  m a y  lo o k  to a jo in t  
s ta tem en t en d o rsed  b y  b o th  n a tio n s . I g iv e  n o tice  th a t  I w il l  b e w o rk in g  
th ro u g h  A L IA  to a ch iev e  th is  o u tco m e . It is o n ly  th ro u g h  a B ill o f  R ig h ts  
th a t w e  can  p ro tec t o u r  id ea ls  in  freed o m  to read , o u r  su p p o rt for lite ra c y , 
l ib ra r ie s  an d  m u lt ic u ltu r a lis m  an d  o u r  p o lic y  on lib ra r y  se rv ices to p eo p le  
w ith  d is a b il it ie s . It is o n ly  w ith  su ch  a B ill th a t w e can  p ro te c t o u r l ib ra r ie s  
from  a re tu rn  to the  k in d  o f  lib ra r ie s  w e saw  in the  o ld  M e c h a n ic ’s 
In s titu te s  w e read  ab o u t  in  the  h is to ry  b oo ks.

T h a n k  y o u  for m y  y e a r  as P re s id e n t  an d  for y o u r  su p p o rt . ■
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