
Why should I join ALIA?
E v a  Fis€hr V ic to r ia n  B ra n c h  C o u n c il lo r ,  r e p o r t s  o n  a re c e n t r e c r u i tm e n t  

fu n c t io n  a n d  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  cam e o u t  o f  i t

ST U D E N T  recruitm ent 
nights are becoming an 
annual event on the 
V ictorian ALIA calendar, to 

prom ote the benefits o f ALIA to 
potential members. This year we tried 
ou t two new approaches. In addition 
to prom oting  the event to 
inform ation science students through 
library schools, we invited 
unem ployed librarians to attend the 
function by placing a notice in the 
‘T rain ing and tuition section’ o f the 
Age. This was highly successful, 
attracting m ore than twenty people.

W e altered the form at o f the 
evening from a short address by 
representatives o f  each section, to a 
panel o f guest speakers (including 
representatives from School 
Librarians, UCRLS, Library 
Technicians, Public Libraries and 
Sections, Health/Specials, ‘N on- 
traditional careers’, and a new 
graduate). O u r compere, John  Levett, 
asked each o f  the panellists questions 
on:
• Benefits o f ALIA mem bership for 

librarians, library technicians, 
students and unemployed;

• Future developments/legal/ethica!
issues in librarianship;

• Personal experiences in job 
hunting;

• N etw orking w ith colleagues—  
w hat it means in practice and how 
it really works!

T his stim ulated the audience to join 
in and a lively question and answer 
period followed. T h e  opportunity  to 
continue the discussion was provided 
during the am ple supper provided by 
V ictorian Branch.

A bout 11 5 people attended and 
twenty signed up on the night. Q uite 
a few others took away m embership 
forms and indicated that they would 
be joining in the near future. Some 
indicated in the evaluation forms 
(given to all those attending), that 
cost barred them  from a continuing 
student/unem ployed membership. 
However, I think that the goodwill 
generated by the evening will stand 
ALIA in good stead for a long time to 
come.

T he thirty evaluation forms 
provided some interesting 
inform ation. A bout 65%  o f  the 
respondents were students, the rest 
were unem ployed or not employed in 
librarianship. There was a wide spread 
o f  ages; roughly 2 /3 rds were aged 2 0 -  
30, l / 6 th were 3 1 —40 and the 
rem aining 1 /6 th were over 40. 
Females accounted for 3 /4 ths o f those 
filling out evaluation forms. Seven 
respondents were already members o f 
ALIA!

Some o f the suggestions for 
m aking ALIA m ore attractive to 
students were:
• workshops on strategies for

gaining em ploym ent/career paths;

• it needs to be cheaper; functions 
are too expensive;

• provide more training 
opportunities, more inform ation 
on job seeking;

• the idea o f  internships is 
interesting;

• a students section?
• a student support group; student 

group interest meetings;
• provide 6  m onths free initial 

membership/free your first year or 
if unemployed;

• help w ith em ploym ent/job 
contacts;

• (indicate) members could earn a 
high salary and a respectable place 
in society;

• opportunities for work experience 
after graduation;

• courses in more practical skills for 
Grad D ip students who often feel 
they learn only the basics and 
quickly too!

• ongoing professional training. 
This was a successful exercise

because o f the large turnout, the 
inform ed debate, and the positive and 
enthusiastic nature o f  the students. 
Victorian Branch Council will follow 
up some o f the suggestions, and will 
invite those who attended the evening 
to other Branch activities.

If  anyone would like to find out 
m ore about this Victorian Branch 
initiative, please contact me (Eva 
Fisch) on (03) 479 2926. ■

School Libraries Section (WA Group)
W A  Y o u n g  R e a d e r s '  B o o k  A w a rd

V E R  T H IR T Y  O N E  T H O U S A N D  
votes were cast by  young  readers in 
school an d  public  libraries to  record  the ir 
judgem ent on  a p rim ary  and  a secondary 

list o f  th irty  titles each. V otes cam e in from  all parts 
o f  the  state, inc lud ing  an  increasing n u m b er o f  
co u n try  schools. T h e  results were:

S e c o n d a ry  s e c t io n
H ighest ranking b o ok — Brian Jacques ‘M attimen’ 
Hoffman Award for the highest ranking A ustralian  
au th o r— V ictor K elleher ‘Brother Night’.

T h is  is Brian Jacques’s th ird  w in in a row . H is 
tw o previous books in the  series, ‘R edw alf an d  
‘M ossflow er’ won in 1990 and  1991.

P r i m a r y  s e c t io n
H ighest ranging  book  and  H offm an  A w ard for the 
h ighest ran k ing  A ustralian au th o r— Paul Jenn ings 
‘Uncanny’

The winning book is not necessarily the me with the greatest number o f 
votes overall but with the highest proportion o f‘Terrific ’ votes (he higltest 
category) and lowest o f’A ufid' votes. The numbers again support the 
general beliefthat girls are more avid readers o f fiction than boys. ■
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