Landmark agreement in
library cooperation

Transfer of five major collections from National to La Trobe
by Rita Stanner, Borehardt Library, La Trobe University

A 1 ROBE University and

the National Library of

Australia signed a landmark

agreement on 10 December,
1991 which will see the transfer on
long-term loan, of five major
collections of Latin American material
totalling 14 000 volumes from the
National Library to La Trobe
University Library. The two
institutions view this agreement as a
clear statement of their endorsement
of the concept of the Distributed
National Collection.

Under the terms ol the
agreement, La Trobe University
Library, which is a recognised centre
ol excellence in Latin American
Collections, will maintain these
collections and make them available
to scholars through the existing inter-
library cooperative arrangements. A
measure ol the enthusiasm and
commitment that La Trobe
University has lor the ideal ol the
distributed national collection is its

undertaking to develop these
collections through new acquisitions
in these subject areas.

The five transferred collections
cover a diverse range of topics, and
consist of works in many languages,
with Spanish and Portuguese being
predominant.
Works range in
date from early
nineteenth
century Imprints
to the 1960s.
The largest of
the collections is
the Gulmares
Collection
which covers
Brazilian history
and literature.
The Paraguayan
Collection
comprises
historical works
on Argentina
and Uruguay as

well as Paraguay. The Lopez
Collection deals with the history of
Mexico. The Mendel Collection and
the LACAP Collection consist of
works on Latin American politics,
economics, literature and history.

Warren Horton, Director-General, NationalLibrary (left) and Earle Gow,
ChiefLibrarian, La Trobe University (right)

Curriculum Corporation brings In

SEARCH

Educators and school librarians will benefit from this new service

by Warren Brewer Curriculum and Information Manager

EARCH is a new service lor
libraries that need current
information but also need to
consider the cost.

The SEARCH Service is a cost-
effective way to access information from
the Curriculum Corporation national
database without the need to have a
computer and modem and without the
time-waste ol hunting through
microfiches. The service provides
bibliographic data and in many cases also
abstracts and reviews.

Presentation is by curriculum area,
and the information includes title,
author, date of publication, publisher and
ISBN. The SEARCH user can request
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items from the Curriculum Corporation
national databases: Schools Cataloguing
Information Service (SCIS), Curriculum
Information Network (CIN), Asian
Studies, Environmental Education,
Australian Studies, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islands resources and Computer
Software review. The result is sent to the
user in a professional print format.

The service enables Teacher
Librarians and Librarians to buy resources
by selecting from the list, rather than
being restricted to material normally
available from suppliers. Often the
information includes a review of the
resource and how other educators may
have used it.

SEARCH has a 24-hour message
bank on 008 809 678 outside
Melbourne, or on 639 1405 within
Melbourne. Phis allows users to phone a
query through to the service at any time.
It is also available by fax on
(03) 639 1616. A SEARCH proforma
is also available from the Curriculum
Corporation. The service offers a 48-hour
turnaround, or if no result is achieved
then Curriculum Corporation will
contact the user to request an alternative
search term.

The SEARCH service is available for
only $8.00 plus 20C per title listed, and
this includes abstract and/or review
details.
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