
Book magic in Victoria
f r o m  Ja n e  La Stala ,  S ta te  L ib r a r y  o f  V ic to r ia

A  H U N D R E D
lib rarians, m agicians 
an d  friends ushe red  in 
A ustra lian  L ib rary  

W eek  in  V ic to ria  on  M o n d ay  
5 O c to b e r  at a d o u b le  fu n c tio n  at 
th e  S ta te  L ib rary  o f  V icto ria . 
C o m e d ia n  (and  g ood  frien d  o f

libraries) R o d  Q a n to c k  launched  
L ib rary  W eek  w ith  its th e m e  o f  
B ook M ag ic , an d  asked all p resen t 
to  use every e ffo rt to  in flu en ce  the  
decision  m akers to  fu n d  libraries 
adequa te ly . T h e n  the  P res id en t o f  
th e  C o u n c il  o f  the  S ta te  L ibrary, 
Leigh M asel o p en ed  an  ex h ib itio n

M a s te r  m a g ic ia n ,  A le x a n d e r  H e rrm a n n  ( 1 8 4 3 -1 8 9 6 ) ,  p e r fo rm in g  h is  fa m o u s  'T r ilb y 's  c o u c h ' 
le v ita t io n  illu s io n  fro m  Magic: the great illusions revealed and explained b y  D a v id  H  C h a rn e y . 
( 1 9 7 5 )

e n title d  M asters o f  M agic ns th e  
Sate L ib ra ry ’s m ain  c o n tr ib u tio n  
to  th e  W eek .

T h e  ex h ib itio n  h ig h ligh ts  the 
L ib ra ry ’s ex trao rd in a ry  W  G  A lm a 
C o n ju r in g  co llec tio n  w h ich  is the 
w o rk  o f  A ustra lian  m agician ,
W ill A lm a. It has been  b u ilt up

over the  tw en ty  years 
since M r A lm a’s 
re tirem e n t, and  
inc ludes books, 
m agazines, 
p h o to g rap h s, 
le tte rh eads, business 
cards, b lu ep rin ts  o f  
illusions, letters, 
po stcards, m agic 
su p p lie rs ’ catalogues 
an d  o th e r  m agic 
m em o rab ilia : this is 
a m agicana  resource 
w h ich  is u n iq u e  in 
A ustralia .

T h e  fu n c tio n  was 
co -sp o n so red  by 
A LIA , th e  L ibrary 
P ro m o tio n  
C o m m itte e  o f  
V icto ria , an d  the 
S ta te  L ibrary . ALIA 
(V ic b ran ch ) 
P res id en t T rev o r 
W ak e ly  an d  L PC V  
P resid en t Sue N o b le  
jo in e d  Leigh M asel 
in  w e lco m in g  the ir 
guests, a

ALIA SA Branch celebrates 
Australian Library Week

Ire n e  D o s k a ts th  e n jo y e d  th e  K iw i  w is d o m  a n d  b u s h  tu c k e r

H IS YEAR T H E  South  
A ustralian Library W eek 
C o m m ittee  developed two 
separate them es: Book 

M agic-aim ed prim arily  at the school 
and public  library sector and 
C om m unication-aim ed at the 
profession itself.

For the second them e we 
invited Philip  C alvert, a speaker at 
ALIA ’92, to talk  on library 
effectiveness. H is paper was based 
on a survey o f  N ew  Zealand public 
libraries, w ith  Row ena Cullen.
Philip  is a lecturer in the 
D ep artm en t o f  Library and 
In fo rm ation  Studies at the V ictoria 
U niversity  o f  W elling ton , interested  
particularly  on the hum an  factors in 
library au tom ation .

D u rin g  a week w hen we heard 
m uch rheto ric  abou t the 
im portance o f  libraries, it was 
sobering to be asked:
• w hat is an effective library?
• how can one recognise an 

effective library?
• w hat factors m ake a library 

effective?
C alvert argues th a t in defining 

library effectiveness, op in ions o f 
library users and  library funders 
m ust be sought. T oo  often 
perform ance m easures are 
established w ith  no apparen t 
reference to the expectations 
outside o f  the profession.

His research show ed tha t there 
is little difference in perceptions o f 
public library effectiveness between

geographical areas, betw een large 
public libraries and  small public 
libraries, or betw een library staff, 
local governm ent au thorities and 
public library users. H ow ever the 
ind ica to r th a t was ranked  the 
highest by these three categories o f  
respondents was helpfulness and  
courtesy o f  sta ff.

Anyone interested in conducting a 
similar survey o f Australian public 
libraries? W ho knows, you coulc even 
present the results at the joint 
Australian and N ew  Zealand 
conference, in W ellington in 1994!

After Philip’s presentation, v/e 
celebrated Australian Library Week 
w ith ‘bush tucker’ at the Red Ochre 
Grill, accom panied by some verr 
pleasant South Australian wines ■
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